[image: image1.png]



November 18, 2004
**Meeting Minutes**

· The meeting was brought to order at 6:04p.m. by President, Luke Wehseler.
· Introductions – 35 people in attendance!
· Officer Updates:
· President (Luke Wehseler):
· Membership is $10/semester or $20/year – Free for freshman 

· National Membership – Free, Online at www.asce.org
· New ASCE Listserv – Enroll to receive ASCE updates

· Office hours (CE library): various – contact Luke via email or phone if needed

· Lockers are for rent – 2 left, $5/semester and $5 deposit
· Construction Specification Institute: Pays a $10 bonus for each graduating senior who becomes a member of professional ASCE.  Need to sign up by January 15th, 2005.

· New ASCE shirts – majority voted to have new sweatshirts made for all members. Cost will be $30 – contact Chrissy Johnson for ordering information.
· Regional Conference – March 3 – 5, 2005. ISU – Ames, IA

· Vice President (Colin Nygaard):
· ASCE ND section meeting report
· Biannual meeting for all professional members in ND
· Gave presentation – overview of organization, canoe and steel bridge projects.
· CSO meeting report
· ASCE is in good standing as a NDSU organization
· Next meeting is December 2, 2004.
· Secretary (Lindsey Roberts):

· Overview of last month’s meeting minutes

· Go to bulletin board on second floor of the CE building for all needed information about ASCE
· Treasurer (Brian Lintgen):

· Healthy balance reports on the general, canoe, and steel bridge accounts
· Freshman Representatives (Chrissy Johnson/Eric Lee):

· Still recruiting – door greeters
· Sophomore Representative (Mike Lawrence):

· Still recruiting – door greeters
· Social Chair (Peter Cluever):

· Broomball signup in November – let Pete know ASAP!
· Play on Sunday nights - First game is during winter break

· Casino Trip is after November meeting (tonight)
· Pub Crawl after December meeting 
· Service Chair (Haley Watson):

· Boy Scout Badge Day – December 4, 2004 (11-6)
· 4 sessions (45 min per session)

· West Point Bridge, Catapult, Electricity, Pulleys

· 150 kids maximum

· Web Designer (Samantha Bowman):

· New updates for the semester online
· Canoe:

· First deadline packet arrived – get information from Colin
· Competition – April 22-23, 2005 – UWP - Platteville, WI

· No meeting before Thanksgiving

· Meetings are on Wednesdays @ 6p.m. in the Structures Lab – everyone welcome
· Steel Bridge:

· Still in the design phase, working mainly in the CE computer lab.

· Competition – March 3-5, 2005 – ISU – Ames, IA

· Contacted by National ASCE Steel Bridge committee

· Agreed to have NDSU host national steel bridge competition in May 2006 

· Meetings are on Tuesdays @ 7p.m. in the CE computer lab and Structures Lab – everyone welcome. 
· Speaker – Bob Bright – FM MetroCOG
· Graduate of University of Arizona and Texas A&M
· works mainly on railroad projects in the FM area

· “Quiet Rail” project – train whistle quiet zones in FM

· $7 million project

· 20 RR crossings in FM = whistle blown 100’s of times per day

· Downtown revamping into more office and condo space = need for less whistle noise

· With elimination of whistle, need to boost visual warnings at all crossings

· With Supplementary Safety Measures (SSM) and Alternative Safety Measures (ASM) channelization is the key goal around crossings.

· Equipment includes: fencing around crossings, four-way gates, medians to block alternative route, vehicle detectors, and pedestrian gates.

· Overbuilding for safety!

· FRA approved FM application that proposed new crossings with reduced risk to allow for the establishment of Quiet Zones (QZ).  FRA may review any of these QZ at any time once established.

· FRA website: http://www.fra.dot.gov – find more information on quiet zones and alternatives to train whistles in large communities.

