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19

I put this in human terms because you are weak 

in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the 

parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever -

increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery 

to righteousness leading to holiness. 

20

When you 

were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. 

21

What benefit did you reap at that 

time from the things you are now ashamed of? 

Those things result in death! 

22

But now that you 

have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 

and the result is eternal life.
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Introduction
“What did you do in Sunday school today?” her mother asked.

“They didn’t have Sunday school. They let us stay in church with the grown-ups. We got to read the grown-up bible, and some of it was for grown-ups, but we also got to play games, and we talked, and they listened to me. This is Mr. Fujikura’s phone number. He wants you to call him so he can ask permission to meet again. I’m the bridge, so I can help people understand each other. I’m supposed to give our feedback on this website. Can I use the computer?”

“Wait a minute…you played games with the grown-ups?”

---

“What was the sermon about today, honey?” her husband asked.

“It was amazing! We broke into groups, and there was this kid in my group…I think her parents drop her off every week, but I never really noticed her before…I think haven’t really noticed children in a long time. I even forgot about the child in myself…It was so amazing! My heart just wanted to reach out to her. Then, when I was driving home, I realized that’s how God feels about me. I actually started to cry. I can’t explain it, God is just…I don’t know what to do. I have to pray about it. Pray for me, OK, honey?”

“Wait a minute…what was the sermon about?” 

---

“How was your group?” his wife asked, letting him go first.

“My group wasn’t very interfaith, but our shepherd is a Buddhist from Japan who saw the poster. Actually, he seems to follow many religions; he said, in Asia, Christianity is the only religion that excludes the others.
“Then there’s this woman, kind of quiet, she made the point that you can’t be truly open-minded without being open to the possibility that there’s only one true path to God. I could tell she was being really careful not to judge anyone, but she thinks 90% of the people who call themselves “Christian” don’t really follow Christ. It’s really cool to have both her and the guy from Japan in the same group, it was like they were showing the same thing from two opposite sides: no one is truly open-minded, yet no matter what your religion, you can thirst to go deeper...

“On second thought, you know, I think our group is very interfaith. First there’s that gutsy little girl—at her age, I’m sure she can’t have any serious religious commitments. Then, at least two of us have shifted denomination at some point in our lives. Each of us is probably a spiritual vigilante in some way. And the guy going through the divorce is in such pain…I’m sure he is in a very different spiritual place right now. You know, that really makes me think that…well…I can’t explain…How was your group?
---

Collaborative learning is how we might learn what no individual can teach, what cannot be conveyed through lectures or books. Stories like the ones above make us suspect that something was learned, but that we’d have to “be there” to learn it. I’ll refer to such learning experiences as a kind of “gathering”.

Growing Together contains plans for six such gatherings. The six questions they address are, respectively:

1. How can we become wise?
2. How can we become truly free?
3. How can we have the deepest love?
4. How can we be at peace with each other?
5. How can we gain spiritual experience? and

6. How can we discover purpose in life?
I doubt an entire lifetime would be long enough for any of us to gather the resources required to find good answers to these questions on our own. But countless generations have faced these questions before us and gathered resources already. Let's try to tap those resources. I’ll be praying for you.
The six gatherings have gone through many revisions, and each time I thank God for pealing away yet another layer of my arrogance and blindness. I have already seen so many layers that I am convinced I will never see the end; I’ll just keep revising and posting updates to a website. Please pray for me and/or send me feedback to help me come closer to what I should be writing. What can be changed to honor a wider diversity of participants? How can I make it easier for diverse people to collaborate on this? Where is my own arrogance/blindness currently creating the most difficulty? What is missing? 

Each gathering highlights challenging ideas from both scripture and science. I would feel hypocritical to present them in articles (rather than gatherings), since each leads us to conclude that group interaction produces better learning than articles can. However, I welcome all kinds of feedback. Please email me at langchri @ google.com 
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Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding

The First Gathering from 
Growing Together
[image: image3.emf]Ephesians 4:11-16

11

It was he [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, 

some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 

some to be pastors and teachers, 

12

to prepare 

God's people for works of service, so that the body 

of Christ may be built up 

13

until we all reach unity 

in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14

Then we will 

no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 

teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 

in their deceitful scheming. 

15

Instead, speaking 

the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into 

him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

16

From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work.

Gathering 1: Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding

[This is the transcript for an hour-long interactive gathering. I recommend preceding it with prayer. It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper and to hold a jellybean-jar-guess at the door.] 

Certain themes of scripture also appear in modern economics, sociology, computer science and psychology, and that strikes me as a huge opportunity, maybe even common ground for interdenominational or interfaith dialogue! I hope you’ll be patient as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two stages. The second stage will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first stage will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: Bible Study (5 minutes)
Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from Ephesians 4:11-16, part of a letter from the apostle Paul to the church he founded in Ephesus about twenty years after Jesus died. Paul stayed with them for three years, sent his protégé, Timothy, to lead them, and wrote them this:

[image: image4.emf]Isaiah 55:11

…

my word …will 

accomplish what I 

desire and achieve 

the purpose for 

which I sent it.

(Ephesians 4:11-16) 11 It was he [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ [the church] may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Wow! That’s an amazing promise to those who believe it! Especially verse 15: “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” To those who believe the Bible, “Christ” means “God” and “growing up into Christ” means becoming someone who always does the right thing and always has the right feelings. What an incredibly wonderful expectation! If we had the ultimate treasure map, that’s what I think the treasure would be—to always be right—and I think this passage has been such a map for hundreds of millions of people. I don’t know anyone who has completely become like God, but I know plenty of people who desire that treasure and follow that map. Do you think verse 15 describes a path? Look closely: “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”
[image: image5.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we can reliably grow towards divine wisdom. 

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

I think the path it describes is the path of truth. In fact, I think the whole paragraph is about truth. It says we have been given various kinds of teachers so that we will discover and believe truth. It says we have been given a means to attain wisdom, and as we attain it, it will become more and more in our nature to do the right things and feel the right ways. In other words, it says one reaches the ultimate treasure by becoming wise, by gaining what is sought from any sage, be it the Buddha, Confucius, Muhammad, Solomon or Socrates, peace be upon them all. The quest for wisdom is not unique to Christ-followers. 

The goal of this gathering is to develop practical answers to the question “How can we become wise?”  In addition to scientific evidence, we will examine three clues I see in verse fifteen: “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”

The first clue I see is the “Instead”. Instead of what? It’s in verse 14: being “…blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.” This reminds me that one can follow many paths, yet still fail to achieve wisdom. As Paul points out elsewhere, one can be “…always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth.”
 The idea, I think, is that we will fail to achieve wisdom if our learning is guided by improper standards. We’ll see what non-Biblical sources say about that in a bit.

The second clue I see is that we are to be “speaking the truth in love”. In academia, I associated truth-seeking with research, properly formulated arguments, measurement and peer review—not with love! I thought pursuing truth and being in love were two completely independent activities. But maybe they overlap. We’ll consider the science on that later too.

The third clue I see is the word “Head”. This refers back to Paul’s depiction of the church as a body. In verses 12-13, Paul says that we will attain the wisdom of Christ by building up this body, our community. Manmade institutions of testing, copyright and credentials imply that we are to pursue wisdom as individuals, so it’s surprising to hear that we might become wise by building up others. But, if Jesus possessed wisdom beyond the capacity of any human brain, I suppose He must have compensated for His humanity by being connected, by drawing on a less limited mind, much as a single neuron can draw on the rest of the brain to do what no single neuron can do alone. Individualism, then, would undermine wisdom. 
Optional Section 2: Craft (1 minute)
[image: image6.emf]Ephesians 4:15

Instead, speaking the 

truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into him 

who is the Head, that is, 

Christ. 

[image: image7.emf]Wisdom Beyond 

Personal 

Understanding
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[image: image9.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

27

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not 

commit adultery.' 

28

But I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart…

31

"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces 

his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 

32

But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 

wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes 

her to become an adulteress, and anyone 

who marries the divorced woman commits 

adultery...

[Demonstrating on easel] I’d like you to draw with me. Make a dot like this (pause). That represents an atom. Pretty boring, huh? Connect a bunch of dots together into a line (pause). That represents a neuron. It’s much more interesting—it’s alive! Now make a big cluster of lines (pause). That represents a human brain. It can use language, but it’s still pretty limited. Can it contain divine wisdom? No, so make more clusters, and connect them to the center. In fact, connect the brain out to everything because God indwells all things (pause). Now we have a picture of a mind without limits. That’s how I think Paul was saying the greatest wisdom is achieved.
Optional Section 3: Science (1 minute)
Connection to the mind of God is hard for me to grasp, but perhaps you, like me, have felt connections in choirs and teams, connections that allow us to know what we need to know right when we need to know it. James Surowiecki’s The Wisdom of Crowds describes diverse scientific evidence that the dangers of group-think can be mitigated, that well-facilitated groups can produce much greater wisdom than any individual expert, just as healthy brains produce greater wisdom than any individual neuron. For example, the average guess at the number of jellybeans in a jar is typically more accurate than the individual guesses, the orange-juice futures market typically predicts Florida rainfall more accurately than individual weather forecasters, betting pools typically predict sports outcomes more accurately than individual expert forecasters, and NASA has shown that, as a crowd, amateurs can classify Martian craters at least as well as experts do. Only the mind of God can be infinite, but human minds, at their best, at least extend beyond any single brain. [The actual number of jellybeans in the jar at the door was ____. ___________ gets the prize for the closest guess: ____. Come get your prize…a round of applause, please. Now applaud for yourselves; the average of all your guesses was: ____, closer than ____% of the individual guesses!]

(Continuation of Section 1)
Maybe the reason why Paul’s letter to the Ephesians instructed apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to build up their community, rather than merely to lecture at it, is because even they rely on community to help them overcome their personal limitations. It may also be why Jesus specifically named the church as the final authority in interpreting scripture to identify sin.
 Groups can be far from wise when they interact in unhealthy ways, but maybe, if we interact in the ways Jesus instructed and scientists have recently confirmed, our groups can become wiser than any of us can ever be as individuals. 
Mini-Church Formation (8 minutes)
[image: image10.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

41

If someone forces you to go one mile, 

go with him two miles. 

42

Give to the 

one who asks you, and do not turn away 

from the one who wants to borrow from 

you. 

43

"You have heard that it was said, 

'Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.' 

44

But I tell you: Love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you…

48

Be perfect, therefore, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

I’d like you to share your own perspectives and identify places where I may have misrepresented scripture, so we’re going to divide into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul tells us that the church functions like a body in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least six parts corresponding to the six posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around until we have the same number of people next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move.

[image: image11.emf]Standards for Sources of Truth

1. Intuitive

2. Unambiguous

3. Comprehensive

4. Persuasive

5. Pragmatic

Over by the picture of the lighthouse, I would like to see people who are willing and able to defend the claim that we can reliably grow towards divine wisdom. 

[image: image12.emf]In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

Brainstorm potential 

standards for sources of 

truth, bad standards as well 

as good ones

Over by the picture of the scales, I would like to see people who are willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 
[image: image13.emf]Form Mini-churches!

• Each mini-church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

• Greet each other

• Sit down together

• The leader (

Shepherd’s crook

) should 

collect contact information 

• The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see people who are willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

[image: image14.emf]2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is 

God -breathed

Over by the picture of the hug, I would like to see people who are willing and able to listen compassionately. And here’s a hint: anyone that wants a hug might also want to pass through that area.
[image: image15.emf]Psalms 19:7 and 119:98

The statutes of the Lord 

are trustworthy

Your commands make 

me wiser than my 

enemies...

[image: image16.emf]Breaking 

Invisible 

Shackles

Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see people who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering. 
Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see people who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 

OK, now everyone please move until we have roughly the same number of people next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church you have volunteered to be. The people wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like each of them to grab a contact info sheet and stakeout a place for their own mini-church to sit. Go!
While you are doing that, I want the people wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 

[image: image17.emf]Standards for Sources of Truth

1. (Intuitive)

2. (Unambiguous)

3. (Comprehensive)

4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages each person to do what 

he or she should

OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one person wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
(Continuation of Main Text)
[image: image18.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

33

"Again, you have heard that it was said to 

the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, 

but keep the oaths you have made to the 

Lord.' 

34

But I tell you, Do not swear at all…

38

"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for 

eye, and tooth for tooth.' 

39

But I tell you, Do 

not resist an evil person. If someone strikes 

you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 

also. 

40

And if someone wants to sue you and 

take your tunic, let him have your cloak as 

well…

The question for this gathering is “How can we become wise?” Let’s start with the concept of “Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding”. To get from infancy to where we are today, we’ve all had to believe certain things before we really understood them. Please raise your hand if you can remember yourself or someone else showing wisdom beyond his or her personal understanding (pause). Please raise your hand if you think you could show wisdom beyond your personal understanding today (pause).
Optional Section 4: Story (1 minute)
I think of showing wisdom beyond personal understanding like using a map. I remember how miraculous it seemed to me as a little kid when my parents took me to see my cousins in a distant place we had never been. We traveled many unfamiliar roads, faced many options, and amazingly ended-up face to face with the very people we set out to find! Where did my parents get the wisdom required to perform such an incredible feat? Rather than rely on their personal wisdom, they trusted a map.

To surpass our own personal limits of understanding requires that we trust something else, and that seems to require reclaiming some of the humility we had in our childhood. For example, maps often seem strange to me—I think there ought to be a road where the map says there is none, or the map recommends a road that seems headed in the wrong direction. When I get arrogant about my personal sense of direction, I distrust maps and attempt to find my own way. I get lost. That’s a blessing because it humbles me. When I am humble, I can surpass my personal understanding not just in navigating roads but also in navigating relationships, careers, education, health and the quest for meaning in life. 

(Continuation of Main Text)
In general, we can reclaim the humility of our childhood by noting that the resources we’ve invested in developing our personal wisdom are dwarfed by those invested in developing religious texts like the Bible, Vedas, and so forth. In the case of the Bible, the messages contained in the Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were tested in diverse churches for thirty to sixty years before being set on paper. Hundreds of years were spent establishing those four books above alternatives, and thousands of years were spent developing modern interpretations and translations. Any attempt we might make to discern wisdom today would be a halfhearted gesture compared to the process that produced the Bible. How much more development would any religious text need before we would trust it as we would a map? When would we feel unqualified to improve on it? When would we consider its very standards of truth beyond our personal understanding? 

[image: image19.emf]John 17:17

Your word is 

truth.

Optional Section 5: Brainstorm (4 minutes)
In your mini-church, I’m going to ask you to brainstorm potential standards for sources of truth, bad standards as well as good ones, so start thinking about that and jotting down your ideas. Meanwhile, let me list a few to start.
Optional Section 6: Epistemology (1 minute)
[image: image20.emf]Psalms 73:21-22

When my heart was 

grieved and my spirit 

embittered, I was 

senseless and ignorant; I 

was a brute beast before 

you.

Dictionaries tend to define “truth”, “actuality”, “reality” and “fact” circularly in terms of each other, and philosophers have a long history of trying to resolve this problem. Some ancients identified truth with whatever is intuitive, what aligns with the sincerest voices in our heads. By articulating and defending classical logic, Aristotle made it possible to identify truth instead with the unambiguous, classifying any claim as false if it produced logical contradictions. By using logic to prove counterintuitive claims, philosophers demonstrated that truth had become redefined. Then, in the thirteenth century, when William of Occam introduced the concept of parsimony, truth became identified with the comprehensive. Ghosts and so forth could then be dismissed as unreal on the grounds that things are more easily explained without mentioning them. Seventeenth century philosophers divided Western philosophy over yet another definition of truth, demanding that sources of truth be persuasive, that they cite experiments, observations, testimony or other shared experience. It is under this definition that quantum mechanics is considered true and real, despite its logical contradictions and counterintuitive implications. The nineteenth century brought yet another definition of truth, identifying it with the pragmatic, or useful.

The extremely important and profound conclusion implied by this history of change is that change will continue, that these and all other historic or modern human understandings of truth will eventually prove inadequate, that future generations will look on us as we now look on cavemen. On the other hand, some people do not restrict themselves to human understandings of truth. Jesus said to God, “…your word is truth.”
 Rather than use the adjective “true”, He used [image: image21.emf]In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

Share a time when feeling 

loved or unloved colored 

your perceptions of reality 

the noun, al-ay’-thi-a, raising the fascinating and humbling possibility that truth might be identical with God’s word, that anything we say is flawed unless we serve as God’s mouthpiece. History seems to confirm that unaided human speech has always been flawed in one way or another. You can imagine how stupid I feel telling you this, but whatever I’m saying right now probably isn’t exactly true…including that it isn’t true…no kidding!
Optional Section 7: Controversial Scripture (2 minutes)
[image: image22.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next

.

What the Bible says about itself is controversial. At least four times, the Bible claims that every word of God is “true”,
 and I am told that it claims at least 760 times to be the word of God. It also says, “All Scripture is God-breathed...”
 But, about Paul, Peter wrote “His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures…”
 And, about students of the Old Testament, Paul wrote “…their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read...”
 And Jesus said of those he taught: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.’”
 I guess the Bible does not aim to meet manmade standards of truth.

[image: image23.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next.

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing 

both in worship and in the practical 

matters of living.

Instead, in Isaiah 55:11, God says, “…my word…will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” This verse seems to claim that scripture fulfills God’s purposes even though some readers do not understand it and others even rebel against it. It seems to claim that it retains effectiveness even under distortions and contradictory interpretations! It seems to lead the greatest poets in aiming towards far nobler standards of truth than most would ever dare. 

[image: image24.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing 

both in worship and in the practical 

matters of living.

3. Set and abide time limits on each learning 

activity.

[image: image25.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing 

both in worship and in the practical 

matters of living.

3. Set and abide time limits on each learning 

activity.

4. Find at least one person who can and will 

champion each mode in which 

perspectives can be considered

.

What might its standards be? The Psalms say “The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy” and “Your commands make me wiser than my enemies...”
 James adds “…the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”
 Such verses make me think that one standard of truth that the Bible sets for itself is to encourage each person to do what he or she should. 

I doubt that I have stumbled here upon the one true definition of truth, but I think it is healthy to practice thinking beyond imperfect definitions borrowed from never-ending human history. This may seem less appealing than traditional definitions because it’s harder to be sure that a given claim encourages us to do what we should than to be sure it is intuitive, unambiguous, comprehensive or persuasive. In other words, if truth really were whatever encourages us to do what we should, then we humans would have a difficult time discerning truth on our own. But, if, like neurons and modern gurus, we seek wisdom beyond our own understanding, then we don’t expect to discern truth on our own anyway. 
(Continuation of Main Text)
[image: image26.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing 

their pros and cons, rather than outright 

rejecting or endorsing them

. 

[image: image27.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing 

their pros and cons, rather than outright 

rejecting or endorsing them.

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do 

I need to die? What wrong beliefs or 

attitudes am I holding?”

Although Mahatma Gandhi opposed the Christian church, he called the Bible “a document with enough dynamite in it to blow the whole of civilization to bits, to turn society upside down, to bring peace to this war-torn world.” Shouldn’t we evaluate all religious texts against those kinds of standards? In The Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren lists sixteen more standards we might expect the ultimate sources of truth to meet: The ultimate truth generates life, the ultimate truth creates faith, the ultimate truth produces change, the ultimate truth frightens the Devil, the ultimate truth causes miracles, the ultimate truth heals hurts, the ultimate truth builds character, the ultimate truth transforms circumstances, the ultimate truth imparts joy, the ultimate truth overcomes adversity, the ultimate truth defeats temptation, the ultimate truth infuses hope, the ultimate truth releases power, the ultimate truth cleanses our minds, the ultimate truth brings things into being and the ultimate truth guarantees our future forever.

Continuation of Section 5
Now in each of your groups I would like you to add to this list of potential standards for sources of truth. Write your answers on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge. Don’t take time to judge, just write down as much as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend three minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause three minutes).

OK, the three minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

It’s confusing to consider truth in such terms, but, if personal understanding has limits, then the path to wisdom must be the path to personal humility, so the wisest thoughts must confuse and humble us individually. It may be wise to realize that our standards of logic, evidence, intuition, pragmatics and so forth are dubious, that our personal thoughts will always fall short of the standards we should strive to meet. It may be wise to suppose that the definition of wisdom itself defies personal understanding, and that the only possible justification for sharing our thoughts with each other is hope that we might point toward a greater source of truth.

I think giving-up on personal understanding reverses what the Bible tells us Adam and Eve did in eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge.
 They supposedly already had access to all wisdom through God, so the only thing they could hope to gain from the fruit would be intellectual independence. Maybe humility is the way to battle the temptation to which they fell. 

But, if we are so humble that we doubt we personally understand even what truth is, how can we possibly pursue it? Remember, our question for this gathering is “How can we become wise?” The Bible suggests that we promote truth when we promote love. In his letter to the Romans, Paul tells us that sin prevents us from holding to truth, but that love can neutralize sin’s power.
 How does that work? Maybe humans lack the courage to face truth until we feel loved, and maybe love can bring us to truth in other ways as well. If some of our wisdom is accessed through connection to others, through relationship with other sources of truth, then maybe love brings wisdom by strengthening those relationships. 
[image: image28.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing 

their pros and cons, rather than outright 

rejecting or endorsing them. 

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do 

I need to die? What wrong beliefs or 

attitudes am I holding?”

7. Write down what we learn, or post it online.

What happens when there is no love? Psychologists tell us that without love, we get cynical, argumentative or defensive, and even depressed. Our thinking becomes distorted. As the author of Psalm 73:21-22 put it, “When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.” Perhaps other faiths have other ways of explaining this phenomenon. Please raise your hand if you can think of a time when feeling loved or unloved colored your perceptions of reality (pause). 

[image: image29.emf]In Your Mini-church 

(30 seconds)

Think of the one topic, 

question or activity you 

think would most promote 

love in your mini-church 

right now

Optional Section 8: Testimony (6 minutes)
In a few minutes, I’ll ask those who are willing to share with the rest of your mini-church, so start thinking about what you might say. Meanwhile…


Optional Section 9: Sample Testimony (1 minute)
Let me jog your memory by describing a time when love really opened my eyes:

In high school, I developed an analytical approach to Christianity. Then, in graduate school, a Christian girl moved into our house. She was so loving that I made an extra effort to understand her perspective and discovered that my own perspective was extremely limited. Because she was so loving, being with her was like opening a door to a whole new world, including a whole new perspective on Jesus. I learned to appreciate Jesus through the eyes of love, rather than through the eyes of analysis, to seek out things to appreciate rather than things to criticize. Only in this state of mind could I sincerely give Jesus permission to cleanse me. 

On the flip-side, my impatience with Jesus’ cleansing later led me to suspect that I lacked what it takes to be a true Christ-follower, that I was beyond saving. A more mature Christ-follower might have seen through that lie, but I didn’t. In shame, I hid my feelings and myself from other Christ-followers, cutting-off their love and making myself more and more vulnerable to deception. It led me to depression and insomnia which eventually taught me to rely on Jesus, but brought me far from truth in the meanwhile. I am not a computer—computers do not suffer depression, they do not need courage to face reality, and they cannot see the world in all its wonder as only a person in love can.
Continuation of Section 8
Now in each of your mini-churches I would like you to encourage sharing from those who are willing to describe a time when feeling loved or unloved colored their perceptions of reality. The person wearing a bridge can take notes on the feedback sheet. We’ll spend just five minutes now and finish later, so it’s OK if not everyone gets a turn right now (pause five minutes).

OK, the five minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

Optional Section 10: Practical Suggestions (5 minutes)
Our question for this gathering is “How can we become wise?” Let me end with seven practical suggestions about how to achieve wisdom beyond personal understanding. A more refined set of ground-rules could be discovered through the process itself, but these tips might get you started.  

First, Ephesians 4:15-16 told us that the way we interact with each other is important enough for God to direct personally: He is “the Head”. To go around a circle, having each person share with the rest of the group, is one way to fit together, but maybe groups should sometimes split or combine. Maybe there should sometimes be multiple conversations at once. Maybe one person should help two others understand each other. Maybe a fourth person is simply to overhear something. I recommend that you pray to be called moment-by-moment to where you can best promote love in your community, that you each: 
[image: image30.emf]In Your Mini-church 

(remaining time)

• Share a brief description of the topic, 

question or activity you recommend 

• Address some or all of these inspirations 

simultaneously or sequentially as you feel 

called

• Reconvene later if appropriate

• Please remember to give feedback to the 

people wearing a 

bridge

sticker

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next.  

[image: image31.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer 

giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask 

God where to go next. 

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in 

worship and in the practical matters of living.

3. Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 

4. Find at least one person who can and will champion 

each mode in which perspectives can be considered. 

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and 

cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to 

die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”

7. Write down what we learn, or post it online. 

On the other hand, if we are to build relationships, we must interact with the same people repeatedly. Acts 2:46-47 confirms that the first Christian community did this: “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.” Therefore, I suggest that you:

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in worship and in the practical matters of living.

[image: image32.emf]Standards for Sources of Truth

1. (Intuitive)

2. (Unambiguous)

3. (Comprehensive)

4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages us to do what 

we should

7. Generates life

8. Creates faith

9. Produces change

10. Frightens the Devil

11. Causes miracles

12. Heals hurts

13. Builds character

14. Transforms circumstances

15. Imparts joy

16. Overcomes adversity

17. Defeats temptation

18. Infuses hope

19. Releases power

20. Cleanses our minds

21. Brings things into being

22. Guarantees our future 

forever

Third, I wouldn’t expect to achieve perfection. “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’"
 Learning typically brings us closer to perfection, but never completely gets us there, so we will have to set times to stop, be satisfied with what we have accomplished thus far, and move on to new topics. I suggest that we 

3. Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 

For example, you might start a discussion by saying, “I’d like to brainstorm for five minutes about ways to improve our ground-rules.”

Fourth, the scientific evidence cited in Surowiecki’s The Wisdom of Crowds indicates that diversity is the key to collective wisdom, and the book of Proverbs agrees that success depends upon having many counselors.
 According to Ephesians 4:11, the diversity of counselors is to include apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and others. Some of these people would be inspired to assert a new perspective, others to express it in new ways, others to examine it against objections, to identify action steps, or to consider who it might impact and how. So I suggest that each group should: 
[image: image33.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

17

"Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 

18

I tell you 

the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, 

not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a 

pen, will by any means disappear from the 

Law until everything is accomplished…

21

"You have heard that it was said to the 

people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment.' 

22

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with 

his brother will be subject to judgment…

4. Find at least one person who can and will champion each mode in which perspectives can be considered. 

Scripture also promotes diversity of perspective. James 3:17 describes the wise response to opposition: “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” Therefore, I suggest that you 

[image: image34.emf]Galatians 5:17-23

17

For the sinful nature desires what is 

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 

conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want…

19

The acts of the sinful 

nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 

impurity and debauchery; 

20

idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

21

and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 

like... 

22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 

23

gentleness and self -control.

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

[image: image35.emf]Philippians 2:12-13

…continue to work out 

your salvation with fear 

and trembling, for it is God 

who works in you to will 

and to act according to his 

good purpose.

That is only to suggest that we not make others feel judged; judging ourselves is another matter. Learning must involve change. Paul described this necessity in Romans 6:2 by telling us to die to sin. Though we reserve judgment as a group, we should each pass judgment against any wrong beliefs or attitudes we hold personally. So I suggest that we 

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”  

[image: image36.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

Hate Loyalty

Defensiveness Justice

Careless speech Vows (contracts)

Dissatisfaction Due process

Lust Adultery

Anger Murder

Shift Attention

Finally, what we learn must be retained and passed to others. Writing can help us do that. Psalms 102:18 says, “Let this be written for a future generation...”, and Deuteronomy 6:9 recommends that we retain important lessons by writing them “…on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” Therefore, my final suggestion is to 

7. Write down what we learn, or post it online. 
(Continuation of Main Text)
Our question for this gathering is “How can we become wise?” I think that to be wise, to be always doing the right things and having the right feelings, would be the ultimate treasure, and the Bible provides a map to reach that treasure, describing a learning process in which we rely on others to compensate for the limits of our own personal understanding. By modern standards, it is a radical process that produces wisdom by speaking truth in love, through relationship-building instead of through argument. If I’m right, then we should apply this radical theory of learning to the design (or redesign) of churches, schools, research institutions, and even companies and governments. 

The rest of our gathering will take the form of a dialogue, speaking truth in love. To finish our preparation, I’ll read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, and then we’ll pray: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
Dear God, awestruck by You, we humbly beseech You to guide our paths towards wisdom. Keep us ever mindful of your plan to bless our community through the diversity of its members. Remind us that our personal goal is to die to sin, to weed out beliefs or attitudes we personally hold that do not glorify You and Your love. Remind us always to encourage and build each other up. Direct each of us, moment by moment, to opportunities that will promote love in our community so that we may collectively achieve wisdom beyond our personal understanding. This we pray so far as it be Your will. Amen.
[image: image37.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we should aim towards perfection.

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

Now I’m going to pause thirty seconds for each of you to think of the one topic or question or activity that would most promote love in your mini-church right now. You might want to write it down (pause 30 seconds). 
[image: image38.emf]Form Mini-churches!

• Each mini-church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

• Greet each other

• Sit down together

• The leader (

Shepherd’s crook

) should 

collect contact information 

• The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

If you feel inspired, please share with your mini-church a brief description of what you came up with. After all inspirations have been shared, take the rest of the time to address some or all of them simultaneously or sequentially as you feel called. 
Your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well. 
[image: image39.emf]Breaking 

Invisible 

Shackles


Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding Feedback Sheet

Number of people in your mini-church:
______
Number who remember someone showing wisdom beyond
   personal understanding:
______
Number who show wisdom beyond personal understanding
   today:
______
Number who can recall a time when feeling loved or 
   unloved colored their perceptions of reality:
______

1. List potential standards for sources of truth on the back of this sheet (write as many as you can without judging).

2. Describe times when feeling loved or unloved colored your perceptions of reality:

3. What topics, questions or activities did you think would most promote love, health or growth in your mini-church?

4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)

Other feedback:

Please share this feedback on the Growing Together website
Breaking Invisible Shackles

[image: image40.emf]” When spider webs 

unite, they can tie up 

even a lion.”

--

African Proverb


The Second Gathering from 
Growing Together
[image: image41.emf]Psalm 63:2

…in his own eyes 

he flatters himself 

too much to detect 

or hate his sin.

Gathering 2: Breaking Invisible Shackles

[This is the transcript of an hour-long interactive gathering. I recommend preceding it with prayer (perhaps from Gathering 1). It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper] 

Certain themes of scripture also appear in modern economics, computer science and psychology, and that strikes me as a huge opportunity, maybe even common ground for interdenominational or interfaith dialogue! I hope you’ll be patient as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two stages. The second stage will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first stage will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: Bible Study (5 minutes)

Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from Matthew 5:17-48, the part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in which He talks about moral law. I’ll skip some parts to bring out the overall structure. Jesus said:

[image: image42.emf]The Dictator Game

• Two players split a pot of money. 

Neither will ever know the other’s 

identity

• The first player (Dictator) takes as 

much as he/she wants

• The second player gets whatever is 

left, if anything

(Matthew 5:17-48) 17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished...
Now skip to verse 21:

[image: image43.emf]Romans 6:16-22

16

Don't you know that when you offer 

yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 

you are slaves to the one whom you obey--

whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to 

death, or to obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 

17

But thanks be to God that, 

though you used to be slaves to sin, you 

wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching 

to which you were entrusted. 

18

You have 

been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to righteousness…

21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. 
What? Did I read that right? “…anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.” Yeah, let’s skip to verse 27:

27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart... 
Hmm…better skip to verse 31:

[image: image44.emf]Becoming Self-Aware

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my 

spouse/friend/child/parent/God today?

How did I spend my time/money today? 

What has been drawing my attention in the last 

three minutes?

Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete truth? But why is that?

31 "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all… 
Skip to verse 38: 

[image: image45.emf]In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my 

spouse/friend/child/parent

/God today?

How did I spend my 

time/money today? 

What has been drawing my 

attention in the last three 

minutes?

Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete 

truth? But why is that?

Brainstorm Shackles

• Anger

• Lust

• Dissatisfaction

• Careless speech 

• Defensiveness 

• Hate

• (add more)

38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you… 
Wow! Love my enemies? Turn the other cheek? Don’t even think about sex outside of wedlock? And never lose my temper? Skip to verse 48: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” That about sums it up, huh?
“Be perfect…”! I first interpreted that as a pretty harsh demand, but then I remembered that Jesus healed the sick, fed the hungry and saved the lost. Does that sound like the kind of guy who would demand the impossible? Jesus responded to complaints about His standards by saying, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
 Maybe “demand” isn’t the best word to describe what Jesus was doing. When students meet their teachers’ standards, they graduate and are left to fend for themselves. By setting impossible standards, Jesus assured us that He will never graduate us, He will never stop nurturing our growth, no matter how much we achieve. “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” What a promise!
My instinctive reaction to rules is…well, “naïve” might be a nice way to put it. Tell me I’m not allowed to put beans in my ears, and the next thing you know, I’d have a beanstalk growing out of my head. I’ve never actually wanted to be angry, of course, but whenever someone says I shouldn’t be angry I think, “Who made you all high and mighty?” The truth is I’d love to be free from lust’s grip, but tell me not to lust, and I get all defensive. I do want marriages to last forever, I want to be trustworthy, to be impervious to abuse, and to love even my enemies. As an offer to rescue me, rather than a demand that I fix myself, verse 48 would be the perfect sales pitch “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” How could I ever want anything more than that?

Optional Section 2: Controversial Scripture (1 minute)

The Biblical account of human responsibility is a matter of controversy. Some scholars emphasize Galatians 5:17-23: 
[image: image46.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want…The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like... But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

[image: image47.emf]James 4:7-10

Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. Come near to God and he will 

come near to you. Wash your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. 

Change your laughter to mourning and 

your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

This passage says that the Holy Spirit, a gift from God, is perfecting us, that our perfection is a fruit of His labors, rather than a fruit of our own. The same idea appears in Philippians 2:12-13: “…continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” The recipient of God’s gift is not passive, but can neither take credit nor sole responsibility for the transformation.
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1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature 

and speech that reveal potential 

motives and hope for change

Scripture aside, the idea that perfection would be a gift seems a consequence of pure logic. I don’t see any other way any imperfect being could become perfect, and I expect all perfect beings to give nothing less than this gift. But I am not perfect right now, and that makes me think that to receive this gift must require doing something I have not yet done or have not yet finished doing. I relate to James 2:24: “You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.”
(Continuation of Section 1)
People of many faiths pursue perfection. I suppose that eventually involves doing things like loving one’s enemies, but maybe some of us need to take preparatory steps first. Please raise your hand if you think you might need to take some preparatory steps first…no, I’m just kidding, you don’t have to raise your hand. But I do think the promise of perfection is so great that we should discuss it. The question for our gathering will be “How can we become truly free?” I put it in those terms to emphasize a problem; becoming perfect includes becoming truly free and vice-versa, right? So why do I have this sneaky suspicion that the quest for perfection might restrict my freedom? That’s my first clue that our topic has more to it than meets the eye…
[image: image49.emf]1 John 1:7

…if we walk in the light, 

as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood 

of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin

.

If we can’t get advice from experts who’ve already become perfect, then let’s get it from people who’ve made progress, or look at places where we’ve made progress in our own lives. We’ll also try to build on a clue from Matthew 5: Jesus repeatedly shifted attention from measurable acts to hidden motives and character, from things around which we can make practical laws to things around which we cannot. 
 He shifted our attention from murder to anger, from adultery to lust, from due process to dissatisfaction, from contracts and vows to careless speech, from justice to defensiveness, from loyalty to hate. 

Mini-Church Formation (8 minutes)
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1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature and 

speech that reveal potential motives and 

hope for change

3. Delegate the situation to God through 

a ritual of humility with thanksgiving

I’d like you to share your own perspectives and identify places where I may have misrepresented scripture, so we’re going to divide into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where the apostle Paul tells us that the church functions like a body in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least six parts corresponding to the six posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around until we have the same number of people next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move. 
[image: image51.emf]Flee Temptation?

…flee from all 

this…

(1 Timothy 6:11)

Flee the evil 

desires of 

youth ...

(2 Timothy 2:22)

Face Temptation?

…if someone is caught in a sin, you 

who are spiritual should restore 

him gently. But watch yourself, or 

you also may be tempted.

(Galatians 6:1)

God is faithful; he will not let you be 

tempted beyond what you can 

bear. But when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a way out so 

that you can stand up under it.

(1 Corinthians 10:13)

There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Over by the picture of the lighthouse, I would like to see people who are willing and able to defend the claim that we should aim towards perfection.

[image: image52.emf]John 15:1-17

12

My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 

13

Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friends. 

14

You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 

15

I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master's 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 

16

You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 

Then the Father will give you whatever you 

ask in my name. 

17

This is my command: 

Love each other.

Over by the picture of the scales, I would like to see people who are willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 
[image: image53.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature and 

speech that reveal potential motives and 

hope for change

3. Delegate the situation to God through a 

ritual of humility with thanksgiving

4. Exercise our new freedom

Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see people who are willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

[image: image54.emf]We…are being transformed into 

his likeness with ever -increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, 

who is the Spirit

.

(2 Corinthians 3:18)

…he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 1:6)

Over by the picture of the hug, I would like to see people who are willing and able to listen compassionately. And here’s a hint: anyone that wants a hug might also want to pass through that area.
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Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see people who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering. 
Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see people who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 

OK, now everyone move until we have roughly the same number of people next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church you have volunteered to be. The people wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like each of them to grab a game envelope and a contact info sheet, and stakeout a place for their mini-church to sit. Go!
While you are doing that, I want the people wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 

[image: image57.emf]Relationship Skills

1. Generosity

2. Communication

3. Trust

4. Respect

5. Godliness

6. Attachment

OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one person wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
(Continuation of Main Text)
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Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone brought you closer to God

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

The question for this gathering is “How can we become truly free?” Let’s start with the concept of “Invisible Shackles”. Scientists repeatedly claim to have discovered shackles constraining our freewill; they call them “habits”, “instincts”, “addictions”, “hormones”, “cognitive constraints”, “primal needs” and so forth. If anger, lust, dissatisfaction, carelessness, defensiveness and hate are motives we don’t really want to have, then maybe they belong on the same list. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time when you think your freewill was constrained (pause). Did you notice the constraint at the time or was it invisible? Please raise your hand if you think you are currently subject to invisible shackles, to constraints you don’t currently recognize (pause).

Optional Section 3: Experiment (2 minutes)

OK, I’d like each of you to pick a random number between one and ten. Write it down, or lock it into your short-term memory (pause). Is it locked in? Did anybody feel forced to pick a particular number? Please raise your hand if you feel shackled in your decision (pause). OK, I’d like those who picked the number one to please stand. Thank you. Please sit. Will those who picked two please stand? Please sit. Three? Thank you. Four? Thank you. Five? Thank you. Six? Thank you. Seven? Thank you. Eight? Thank you. Nine? Thank you. And Ten. Thank you very much.

If you picked randomly, we would expect roughly equal populations to pick each number, but that’s not what tends to happen. In a typical case, over 50% of the group picks the two most popular options. Repeating this experiment may not always produce the same results, since past results can affect the future, but the results always seem to show that we humans are far more constrained than we realize. Since our shackles are invisible, they cannot be things we’ve chosen of our own freewill.

(Continuation of Main Text)
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John 15:16, 9, 15 and 10
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The concept of “Invisible Shackles” reminds me of the African proverb, “When spider webs unite, they can tie up even a lion.” Invisible shackles are often individually fragile enough to be destroyed simply by being noticed, but, if allowed to accumulate, can become extremely strong. For example, the leading causes of death in the United States are heart disease, cancer, stroke, and chronic lower respiratory diseases. They all result from the gradual build up of pollutants so individually insignificant that we rarely even consider them. Amazingly, although cigarettes and french-fries seem so insignificant that we smoke or eat them without even noticing, they are what will most likely kill us. I don’t usually smoke french-fries, of course, but that probably isn’t very healthy either. 
In the Bible, sin is described as invisible shackles.  It says of the wicked “…in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin.”
 When we are chomping down french-fries, do we really detect what is happening? Do we really detect what is happening when we are being controlled by anger? 
Optional Section 4: Science (2 minutes)
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Some of the most profound science related to freewill comes from an economics experiment called “The Dictator Game”. There are two players, neither of which will ever know the other’s identity. One is randomly selected to be the “dictator”; I’ll call the other “player number two”. The experimenter gives the two players a gift to share: a pile of money that they are to split however the “dictator” sees fit. 

Optional Section 5: Game (2 minutes)
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I am the resurrection and the life. He 

who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in me will never die.

If you obey my commands, you will 
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John 15:10

I’d like to try that in our mini-churches using the “love bucks” and offering envelopes in the game envelope you picked up earlier. First, to pick the players, count-off in your mini-church so that each of you has a different number starting with one (pause). 

OK, whoever has the number ___ [e.g. “four”] will be the dictator. Will you please raise your hand? The “love bucks” in your game envelope are for you to split with someone who will participate in a similar gathering later. The pairing will be randomized through a website, so you will never know each other’s identities. We have prayed that the “love bucks” will represent a gift not just of money, but of all blessings. You decide how they should be split. Put the other player’s share in the offering envelope and pass it to me, putting your own share back in the game envelope. This is a private decision, so, please, no one else look; just think about how you would split the blessings, if you were the dictator. [Collect envelopes.] 

Now I have some other envelopes with shares dictated by people who played this game earlier. Whoever has the number ___ [e.g. “three”] is player number two, so they get the blessings passed by the previous dictators. Will you please raise your hands? [Distribute envelopes.] Show the rest of your mini-church what the previous dictators left you.

The amazing fact about this game is that, across all cultures,
 the dictator almost never takes more than half for him/herself. To make sure players take the game seriously, economists use real money worth up to two months wages. That means the typical dictator will give away a full month’s wages, even though the other player will never know who gave it! Modern economic theory classifies this behavior as irrational and offers no explanation for why 50% is the magic number. But of course, this isn’t mysterious at all to those of us who live beyond the world of theory…
As when picking a “random” number or smoking a french-fry, dictators playing The Dictator Game think they have made a free choice, but this time their choice really is free: They never regret sharing equally. Furthermore, they don’t feel deceived when they discover that other humans choose the same way. They choose as they do for moral reasons. They know that moral law influences their choice. And they embrace that influence. The irony in our two experiments may be that we could not see our shackles when we were constrained, yet we were truly free when we willingly shackled ourselves. 

Optional Section 6: Metaphysics (2 minutes)

Many experiments are leading modern scientists to refine our understanding of freewill, repeatedly disproving the arrogant notion that freewill makes humans “better” than slaves. This reminds me of Romans 6:16-22:
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(Romans 6:16-22) 16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
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Since Jesus told us that His Father in heaven is perfect, what is meant by being a “slave to God”, I think, is to behave as any perfect Father would want us to behave: to make choices that we will never regret, to do exactly what we would do if we were slaves to no one. Such freedom within obedience is of a practical sort. It’s the sort a robot would have if its creator anticipated every possible situation and programmed it to respond in each as it would if it had other kinds of freewill. Psychologists call this the “functional equivalent” of freewill, though the robot would actually be following a program…
This reminds me of the time…well, this is kind of unrelated, but it really happened… In my artificial intelligence class, the lecturer, a really wonderful teacher, was testing a computer program that someone had designed to imitate humans. He asked the computer, “Do you think Clinton should be impeached?” Remember President Clinton and the Monica Lewinsky scandal? That was going on when I took the class. He asked, “Do you think Clinton should be impeached?” because he thought this line of questioning would quickly prove how un-human the computer really was. The computer replied, “That depends on what your definition of ‘think’ is.”
(Continuation of Main Text)
While scientific evidence mounts to prove that the “functional equivalent” of freewill is the only kind humans can ever hope to have, it also provides assurance that we have no less. It shows that we have the ability to make choices that we will never regret, and thus to behave in a way equivalent to acting on freewill by any definition.
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John 15:16
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People of many faiths can leverage that ability, but only so far as they are self-aware. The process of achieving self-awareness seems to start with questions like “What did I eat today?”, “What did I say to my spouse/friend/child/parent/God today?”, “How did I spend my time/money today?” or “What has been drawing my attention in the last three minutes?” Then we ask “Why did I do that?” We keep drilling down to deeper and deeper motives, asking, “Really? Is that the complete truth?” and “But why is that?” 
Optional Section 7: Brainstorm (6 minutes)

I’d like you to try that now in your mini-church, brainstorming potential constraints we might add to Jesus’ list. What motives might come up as we go through this questioning process? I’d like the people wearing bridge stickers to write these on the feedback sheets. Don’t judge what belongs on the list or not, just write down as much as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend five minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause five minutes).

OK, the five minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 
Optional Section 8: Practical Suggestions (5 minutes)
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That exercise is the first of several I think may be part of a practical answer to our question, “How can we become truly free?” 
1. Adopt a discipline of examining our motives

[image: image68.emf]John 8:12

I am the light of the world. 
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John 15:15

I think Jesus gave us a starting place with the list from His Sermon on the Mount. We can add to this list, examining not only our acts, but also our motives. Scripture tells us that “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart,”
 and “…Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
 
My second suggestion is to get help in discovering our motives, to: 
2. [image: image69.wmf]Relationship Skills
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Jesus’ brother, James, recommends, “…confess your sins to each other...”
 and doctors have profoundly confirmed the effectiveness of this practice, especially when dealing with addiction, as in Alcoholics Anonymous. Confessions can help us in at least two ways: first, like mirrors, the confessions of others can help us discover our own shackles, and, second, discovering that others have escaped a shackle can give us hope for our own escape. Please raise your hand if you could describe a time when you escaped a shackle (pause).
Optional Section 9: Effective Fellowship (1 minute)

Group support may also function in deeper ways. Scripture tells us that to escape sin we must meet and “…encourage one another daily…”
 It says our meetings should involve not only confessing and praying, but also greeting each other,
 serving each other,
 offering love, encouragement, comfort, hospitality and advice,
 being patient, kind and humble,
 not hating, grumbling against, lying to or slandering each other,
 not judging
 but rather forgiving each other,
 submitting,
 bearing with each other,
 reconciling
 and accepting each other,
 being in peace and harmony
 and spurring one another toward love and good deeds.

[image: image70.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone contributed to your 

relationship

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

I think the reason why fellowship leads to perfection is because forgiveness and love are contagious. Jesus’ beloved disciple John put it this way:  “…if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”
 
(Continuation of Section 8)
But, before you think it that simple, consider this warning from the apostle Paul: ”Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain [righteousness] by human effort?”
 No kidding—that’s actually in the Bible. Even the ancient Greek it puts it as a question: “Are you so foolish?” What do you think, could I possibly be that foolish? (pause) Don’t even crack a smile… Yeah, we fools might respond to our shackles by attempting to reprogram ourselves, attempting to fix our own flaws, but what if our efforts to fix ourselves are themselves guided by invisible shackles? Is it arrogant pride that makes us think we know how to fix ourselves? Do we flee temptation because we are tempted to flee? If so, trying to perfect ourselves might be like trying to clean ourselves with dirty water. Therefore, my third suggestion is to

3. [image: image71.emf]John 6:35
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John 15:7, 5, 2 and 11

Delegate the situation to God through a ritual of humility with thanksgiving

Optional Section 10: Legalism (1 minute)
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For example, some people might interpret Paul’s instruction to flee temptation
 as instruction to take matters into our own hands, to judge which people, places or things cause our sin and to exile them from our lives. But other passages from Paul might be interpreted as instruction to face temptation:  “…if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted”
 and “…God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”
 Ecclesiastes tells us that fleeing and facing temptation each have their time,
 and I suspect we must take care not to let invisible shackles block either possibility. 
(Continuation of Section 8)
Jesus dealt with temptation by humbly delegating it to God; He deferred to scripture.
 We can also delegate our situations to God through fasting, prayer, pilgrimage, confession, baptism, sacrifice, weeping, wearing “sackcloth” 
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Brainstorm

: Entities with which some people 

seem able to have personal relationships yet 

others do not

and so forth. Different rituals may work better for different people, but most major religions promote at least one of them. What they all have in common is humility. James wrote “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”
 

(Continuation of Section 10)

Now let me admit something likely to get me in trouble; I hope my admission will protect someone else from becoming the target. Spiritual disciplines frighten me because they are potentially a way of brainwashing ourselves, a way of washing ourselves with dirty water. They can provide personal peace at the expense of interpersonal peace. First, as an alternative path to peace, they can distract us from reconciliation. But they can also provide a basis for segregation. For example, some people got so upset with Jesus for not sharing in their spiritual disciplines that they had Him killed. We all show that same spirit to some extent today—we tend to have less love for people who do not share in the same rituals as we do or with the same regularity, who do not practice the same exercises, do not study the same books, do not focus on the same thoughts. When I consider the world-wide impact of spiritual discipline, I think much of it must be inspired by invisible shackles, and that undermines my confidence in my own spiritual discipline. Therefore, my guesses about how to delegate shackles to God are shaky at best.
(Continuation of Section 8)
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I think delegating shackles to God must be specific and sincere. To be specific requires that we first discover our shackles—humility without self-awareness is dangerous and not likely to be rewarded! To be sincere requires that we actually expect God to help us—then we will be both humble and thankful. We must be thankful not only for what we expect to receive in the future, but also for everything we have already received, for we cannot sincerely trust an all-knowing God who ever chose to hurt us. Scripture says, “…give thanks in all circumstances…”
 People who are not thankful may be unable to sincerely delegate their shackles, and thus stuck in their own dirty water. 
Next, I suggest we:
4. Exercise our new freedom

One might call this the “good works” or obedience step, but I think of it more as progressing to the next shackle. When someone uses a machete to hack their way through a jungle, they need to travel the path they just cleared in order to cut the next section. I think overcoming sin is progressive in the same sort of way. If our shackles are things like anger, lust, defensiveness and hate, then I think adults have so many shackles that they need to attack them in layers. Only through exercising our new freedom do we discover the next shackle and become able to break it as well.
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Common experience confirms that the process of becoming perfect is gradual, but so does scripture. It says we “…are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
 and “…he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Hacking through a jungle must be done progressively; waving a machete at something beyond our reach is a waste of energy. We may do a disservice to both ourselves and others, if we focus attention on shackles we are not yet prepared to sever, so my final suggestion is to
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5. Monitor progress, and start smaller if stumbling

Optional Section 11: 
Condemnation (1 minute)

We may need to address other questions in our lives before we tackle questions like, “Is it freewill that guides my sexuality or is it sin?”, “Is it freewill that guides my positions on vegetarianism, war, capital punishment and abortion or is it sin?”, “Is it freewill that guides my choice of movies, clothes, music and games?” and “Is it freewill that guides the attention I pay to conservation, pollution and economic justice?” It may be arrogant to think we are personally ready to answer all of these questions, and it may be counterproductive to push these questions on others who likewise may be unprepared—it may distract them from focusing, as we all should, on the shackles that are within reach.

I am not suggesting that people who are called to expose others’ shackles should simply wait, unsure whether the time is right. Remember step two: it is always valuable to be exposed to role models who already overcame the shackles we face. One can follow a call to battle sin in others’ lives by promoting role models as beacons of hope, instead of criticizing those we feel called to save.

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we become truly free?” Moral debate is practical only so far as humans have freewill, and I think science and scripture both suggest that humans are constrained by invisible shackles, that freewill and even self-awareness are things humans have not yet fully attained. I think moral teaching helps us to attain them by marking the path of free choice and by identifying the shackles that keep us from it. If I’m right, then the fuss we make over issues like war, abortion, homosexuality and premarital sex should be redirected towards personal development, for each of us must be diligent in clearing our own path from where we are at, addressing less visible shackles like anger, defensiveness, pride and hate.

The rest of this gathering will take the form of an open dialogue. If you want a structure for this discussion—and please do feel free to do something else more tailored to your group—you might consider the questions on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge sticker. But first let’s pray…

Dear God, we thank You so much for continuing to work on us even though we so easily give up on ourselves. Our flaws enslave us when we ignore them, and the process of discovering them seems endless. But Your love and power are also endless. We praise You, God, for Your love and Your power, for the proof of Your love and power, and for the hope and thankfulness they inspire in us. Please let Your fellowship of love and Your Spirit of truth reveal the invisible shackles we need to see right now. Convict us, and make us humble. Let our flaws draw us to Your perfecting grace. Make us perfect, as only You can. This we pray so far as it be Your will. Amen. 

You may use the remaining time, and your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well.
Breaking Invisible Shackles — Feedback Sheet

Number of people in your mini-church:
______
Number who can recall a time their freewill was
   constrained:
______
Number currently subject to invisible shackles:
______
Number who can describe a time they escaped a 
   shackle:
______

1. List potential constraints on freewill on the back of this sheet (write as many as you can without judging).

2. Describe times you escaped a shackle: 
3. What other activities would you add to the “Breaking Invisible Shackles” list? 
4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)

Other feedback:

Please share this feedback on the Growing Together website
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Gathering 3: Personal Relationship

[This is the transcript of an hour-long interactive gathering. I recommend preceding it with prayer (perhaps from Gathering 1). It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper] 

Certain themes of scripture also appear in modern psychology, sociology and other sciences, and that strikes me as a huge opportunity, maybe even common ground for interdenominational or interfaith dialogue! I hope you’ll be patient as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two interleaved stages. The second will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: Bible Study (4 minutes)

Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from John 15:1-17. It is the last and most elaborate of the poetic “I am” discourses scattered throughout the Gospel of John, so it might be the culmination of an overarching pattern. Jesus says: 
[image: image79.emf]Whoever welcomes one of these 

little children in my name 

welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome 

me but the one who sent me.

Mark 9:37

…where two or three come together 

in my name, there am I with them.

Matthew 18:20

(John 15:1-17) 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already 
[image: image80.emf]John 17:21-23

[Christ prays:] that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as you are in me and I 

am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. I have given them the 

glory that you gave me, that they may 

be one as we are one: I in them and 

you in me. May they be brought to 

complete unity to let the world know 

that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.

[image: image81.emf]John 15:4

Remain in me, 

and I will remain 

in you.

clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

[image: image82.emf]John 15:1-17

6

If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 

branch that is thrown away and withers; such 

branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 

and burned. 

7

If you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be given you. 

8

This is to my 

Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

9

As 

the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Now remain in my love. 

10

If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as 

I have obeyed my Father's commands and 

remain in his love. 

11

I have told you this so 

that my joy may be in you and that your joy 

may be complete…

Wow! That’s quite a set of promises for those who believe in the Bible! I am especially impressed by verse 4:  “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.” 

[image: image83.emf]Psalms 73:21-22

When my heart was 

grieved and my spirit 

embittered, I was 

senseless and ignorant; 

I was a brute beast 

before you.

The rich metaphors of this passage seem to be telling us that God offers a relationship like that between the ideal Father and Son. We are to be completely satisfied, to be made fruitful and to grow in fruitfulness, to be chosen, appointed and glorified, to receive full disclosure, to be so intimate that we are “in” each other, and even to have life sacrificed for our sake. But this promise comes with a catch: Jesus says, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.” It’s a relationship. It won’t happen if we don’t reciprocate. The symmetry is further emphasized two chapters later when Jesus prays that “…all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

Love of God cannot be the same as love of a human, but I think that Jesus had a similarity in mind when He said “Remain in me, and I will remain in you,” and “Love each other as I have loved you.” I think He called this love being “one” or “in” one another to emphasize its depth. Henri Nouwen considered love so central to Christianity that he claimed: “…conversion is the discovery of the possibility of love.”
 Can you imagine what life would be like if that were literally true, if conversion were literally the discovery of the possibility of love? Father says: “Hey, son, you think you’ll ever get married?” Son says: “Gee, pop, I hadn’t thought about that possibility before, but now that you mention it… BOING!… Wow, I just became a Christian!”
Of course that’s not what Nouwen had in mind, and this gathering will not be about conversion. It will be about sharing different perspectives on the question “How can we have the deepest love?” It is a practical question for people of all faiths. How can we build the deepest love, and with whom can or can’t it be built? 

[image: image84.wmf]Personal 

Relationship

One of the biggest suggestions I get from John 15 is the idea that love can start with anyone. Much as sending a message to anyone “through the grapevine” entails sending it to the entire network, deeper relationship with anyone might deepen relationship with the entire network. We see echoes of this network concept in the other gospels where Jesus says, "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me"
 and “…where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."
 
Mini-Church Formation (10 minutes)
[image: image85.wmf]John 15:1

-

4

I am the true 

vine

…

Remain in me 

and I will remain in 

you

.

So the first thing I want you to do is pair up. Everyone please stand up, raise your right hand, and keep it raised (pause). I want to challenge you to form diverse pairs—you define diversity for yourself. When you find your partner, shake his or her hand and sit down together. There should be no more than one group of three (pause until no hands are raised).
Optional Section 2: Game (4 minutes)
[image: image86.wmf]Peace on Earth

Now I’d like each pair to play a little game. Randomly assign one partner to be the first asker, and have that person raise his or her right hand (pause). OK, you can put your hand down. You get to be the first asker; you keep guessing kinds of persons, places, things or activities the two of you might have in common. Every time your guess is right, your team adds one point to its tally. Every time it’s wrong, you switch who does the asking. Let’s see how many points you can accumulate in three minutes. Try to deepen your relationship, and don’t forget to keep track of your points. Ready? Set? Go! (pause three minutes)

OK, the three minutes are up. Please raise your hand if your team got five or more points. OK, keep it up if you got ten or more. Fifteen or more? Twenty? Good for you! You can keep your hand up for the rest of the hour. 

 (Continuation of Mini-Church Formation)
Now I’d like to join our pairs into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul tells us that the church functions like a body in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least three parts corresponding to the three posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around in pairs until we have the same [image: image87.emf]John 15:1-17

1

I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

gardener. 

2

He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful. 

3

You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 

you remain in me. 

5

I am the vine; you are the 

branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, 

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing…

number of pairs next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move. 

[image: image88.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we should strive for complete harmony. 

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image89.wmf]Form Mini

-

churches!

•

Each mini

-

church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

•

Greet each other

•

Sit down together

•

The leader (

Shepherd

’

s crook

) should 

collect contact information and game 

envelope

•

The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see pairs who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering.
[image: image90.emf]Matthew 18:1-5

1

At that time the disciples came to Jesus 

and asked, "Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?" 

2

He called a little child 

and had him stand among them. 

3

And he 

said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change 

and become like little children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4

Therefore, 

whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5

And 

whoever welcomes a little child like this in my 

name welcomes me.”

Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see pairs who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering.
Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see pairs who are willing and able to devise creative ways for different parts of their mini-church to appreciate each other.

OK, now everyone move until we have roughly the same number of pairs next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church your pair has volunteered to be. The pairs wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like them to grab a game envelope and a contact info sheet, and stakeout a place for their mini-church to sit. Go!
While you are doing that, I want the pairs wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 

[image: image91.wmf]The 

“

Public Goods Game

”

•

Typically 20 rounds 

•

5 Players (each starts with $20) 

•

Each player contributes from $0 to $5 to 

the public pot in each round 

•

The economist doubles the money in the 

public pot at the end of each round, then 

divides it evenly among 

all five players

(no matter how many have contributed in 

that round)

OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one pair wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
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(7 minutes)

•

Five people with the most financial experience 

are the players (others are the facilitators)

•

Each player starts with 20 

“

love

-

bucks

”

•

Pass in offering envelopes in each round (must 

contain zero to five 

“

love

-

bucks

”

)

•

The facilitators double the money in the public 

pot at the end of each round, then deals it into 

five equal piles, putting any remainder in the 

bank. Each player gets a pile

•

Play as many rounds as you can

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we have the deepest love?” Let’s start with the concept of “Personal Relationship”. 
Optional Section 3: Story (1 minute)

Scientists in diverse fields probe the boundaries of personhood. They ask: When does a fetus or child become a person? Can a robot be a person? What about an ape or dolphin? Can brain damage or mental illness revoke personhood? Does becoming a soldier or worker effectively revoke personhood? What about racism, classism and other -isms? Can one brain host multiple personalities? Can a group have its own personality? What about a pet? A goldfish? What about a fictional character, a piece of music, an ecosystem, an algorithm or a gene? 

These questions remind me of an exhibit I saw in an art museum. It contained photographs of everyday life. I remember recognizing them as art, but wondering exactly what made them art. Did the museum make them into art by hanging them? Did the photographer turn the scenes into art by photographing them? Was everyday life already filled with art that I simply hadn’t appreciated before? 

(Continuation of Main Text)
Most dictionaries define “personal relationship” in terms of “persons”, but I think the definition should go the other way: I would say a “person” is anyone with whom we can have a personal relationship, and any sufficiently deep relationship is personal. It was through such relationships that Bartolomé de las Casas made the shocking discovery, in the early 1500’s, that his native American slaves were actually persons, rather than mere property. His discovery might not seem shocking to us today, but Las Casas spent most of his life trying to convince his fellow Europeans that they were actually people. Today, similar revolutionaries claim to have discovered personhood in infants, dolphins, computers, plants, and so forth. I lack personal relationship with any such entity myself, so I feel humbled. It occurs to me that my inability to recognize personhood may be like my inability to recognize art. My failure to recognize an entity as a person and to treat him or her as a person may reflect my lack of appreciation skills.

Optional Section 4: Brainstorm (4 minutes)

[image: image93.emf]Matthew 18:17

If he refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the 

church; and if he 

refuses to listen even to 

the church, treat him as 

you would a pagan or a 

tax collector

I’d like you to add to our list by brainstorming other entities with whom some people seem able to develop personal relationships yet others do not. I’d like the people wearing bridge stickers to write these on the feedback sheets. Don’t judge what belongs on the list or not, just write down as many potential additions as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend three minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause three minutes).

OK, the three minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we have the deepest love?” If we are limited by our own lack of skill, then I guess the way to deepen our relationships is to practice the skills we lack most, to develop personal relationship with the kinds of people who challenge us most. 
Optional Section 5: Self-test (30 seconds)

Please close your eyes. I’m going to say a certain word, and I want you to notice what picture first enters your mind when I say it. Ready? The word is “God”. What picture first comes to your mind? (pause) Some people think of pictures from books or movies; others recall personal experiences. Please raise your hand if the first image to come to your mind was from your own personal experience (pause). Let’s try this with another word. Ready? “Mom” (pause). Was that image from your own personal experience? It’s easy to simply assign the name “God Most High” to whatever defines the very possibility of laws for physics, logic and morality, but can be difficult to maintain a personal relationship with that God. 
Optional Section 6: Science (9 minutes)

To identify relationship skills, let’s consider what all personal relationships have in common. I will organize this roughly around Dr. Gary Chapman’s “Five Love Languages”, a very successful tool of relationship counseling. Chapman focuses on physical behaviors that can express what is happening in the heart, but we will focus on the less-directly-visible behaviors of the heart itself. I’m going to ask you to tell us which have been important in your own life, so be thinking about that while I explain them. First, personal relationships involve:
1. [image: image94.emf]The “Public Goods Game”

Currencies

1. Money

2. Material Things

3. Appreciation

4. Affection

5. Honesty

6. Trust

7. Thoughtfulness

8. Attention

9. Commitment

10. Forgiveness

Communities

1. Marriages 

2. Nations

3. Families

4. Industries

5. Workgroups

6. Classrooms

7. Neighborhoods

8. Friendships

9. Gangs, and

10. Churches

Generosity

[image: image95.emf]In Your Mini-church

Add to these lists (3 minutes)

Currencies

1. Money

2. Material Things

3. Appreciation

4. Affection

5. Honesty

6. Trust

7. Thoughtfulness

8. Attention

9. Commitment

10. Forgiveness

Communities

1. Marriages 

2. Nations

3. Families

4. Industries

5. Workgroups

6. Classrooms

7. Neighborhoods

8. Friendships

9. Gangs, and

10. Churches

If both people in a relationship independently develop and apply their own talents for the sake of the other, each becomes able to handle more complex situations. As though living a charmed life, things “just go well” more often. I think Jesus identified Himself as the model of this aspect of love when He said, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry.”
 If you are connected to Him as branches to a vine, He says you may “…ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you…” You will “…bear much fruit…” and become “…even more fruitful.”

Ironically, generosity requires independence—each participant must grow his/her own wealth, education, health, beauty, social network and so forth to share with the other. We feel enriched by relationship with people who do this, and use the term “pity love” for relationship with people who do not. Dr. Chapman points out that we can show generosity though gift-giving, but we can also show generosity by contributing financially to the relationship, providing a pleasant environment, handling emergencies and maintaining socially accepted appearance, speech and reputation. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because you felt enriched by a relationship (pause).

Optional Section 7: Generosity Deficiencies (1 minute)

It might be shallow to demand particular gifts, but it is not shallow to want our relationships to be mutually enriching. Personal relationships can suffer when one member seems to lose social status or become sick, poor or handicapped. One in 37 Americans is behind bars, and each American has 33 friends, on average, so most of us should be writing or visiting someone in prison on a regular basis, right? Have you thought about what each member in this kind of relationship might contribute? We may need to learn to appreciate contributions, much as we need to learn to appreciate art.

C. S. Lewis raised anxieties about relating to God when he said that giving to God is no more generous than “a small child going to his father and saying, 'Daddy, give me a sixpence to buy you a birthday present.'” In contrast, Jesus compared our contributions to profits produced by an investment manager,
 someone who clearly can add value. Jesus told us that we enrich God whenever we enrich children, strangers, the sick, the destitute, criminals, our enemies and people of other faiths.
 In short, we enrich God whenever we enrich those with whom we seem least likely to develop personal relationships. 
(Continuation of Section 6)
Please raise your hand if fears about being enriched are blocking you from building certain relationships right now (pause). With whom in this room are you least likely to develop a personal relationship? Think about it (pause). What could you each contribute?

Optional Section 8: Dialogue (2 minutes)

[image: image96.emf]Matthew 18:6-9

6

But if anyone causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to 

have a large millstone hung around his neck and to 

be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

7

Woe to the 

world because of the things that cause people to 

sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man 

through whom they come! 

8

If your hand or your 

foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It 

is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled 

than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown 

into eternal fire. 

9

And if your eye causes you to sin, 

gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 

enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 

be thrown into the fire of hell.

If this aspect of personal relationship strikes a chord with you or your partner, I’d like you to discuss it with him or her for two minutes. Otherwise listen in on another pair in your mini-church. The two minutes start now.

[image: image97.emf]Mark 9:49-50

Everyone will be salted with 

fire. Salt is good, but if it 

loses its saltiness, how 

can you make it salty 

again? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at 

peace with each other .

OK, the two minutes are up. You can continue later.

Personal relationships also involve:

2. Communication

[image: image98.emf]Matthew 18:10-14

10

See that you do not look down on one of 

these little ones. For I tell you that their 

angels in heaven always see the face of my 

Father in heaven. 

12

What do you think? If a 

man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 

them wanders away, will he not leave the 

ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the 

one that wandered off? 

13

And if he finds it, I 

tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 

sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 

wander off. 

14

In the same way your Father 

in heaven is not willing that any of these little 

ones should be lost.

Before we can effectively contribute to others, we need to know what would benefit them. This understanding is achieved when both sides open their lives to each other, listening more deeply and responding more honestly. I think Jesus identified Himself as the model of this aspect of love when He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”
 and “…everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”
 
Getting to know each other requires many modes of communication, not only talking, but also observing each other as we handle challenges and have fun and relate to other people. Dr. Chapman calls this “quality time”. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because someone reached common understanding with you (pause).

Optional Section 9: Communication Deficiencies (1 minute)

We may lose the will to relate if we expect barriers of language, culture, physical distance and so forth to prevent us from communicating. On the flip side, relationships can deepen when we discover new ways to communicate, like when we make faces at babies or develop a personalized language of inside jokes, secret names, and so forth. It takes a lot of time to personalize communication. We can practice the deepest skills by communicating with God. God hears our longing for proof of His love, and responds through the way He chooses to create and maintain our world. We can hear God by noticing how scripture always seems to speak to our current situation, or how we always seem to find the challenges and strength we need to develop personally. 

(Continuation of Section 6)
Please raise your hand if fears about communication are blocking you from building certain relationships right now (pause). Are you biased towards certain kinds of communication? 
Optional Section 10: Dialogue (2 minutes)
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(5 minutes)

Share a

time when you or someone you 

know was in a dispute that couldn

’

t be 

resolved with a pillow fight.

•

Did a group have to cripple itself by 

ceasing to rely on someone they once 

trusted?

•

Were people too 

fightened

to reach out 

to a lost sheep? 

If this aspect of personal relationship strikes a chord with you or your partner, I’d like you to discuss it with him or her for two minutes. Otherwise listen in on another pair in your mini-church. The two minutes start now.

OK, the two minutes are up. You can continue later.

Personal relationships also involve: 
3. [image: image100.emf]Matthew 18:15-18

15

If your brother sins against you, go and 

show him his fault, just between the two of 

you. If he listens to you, you have won your 

brother over. 

16

But if he will not listen, take 

one or two others along, so that 'every matter 

may be established by the testimony of two 

or three witnesses.' 

17

If he refuses to listen 

to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, treat him as you 

would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18

I tell you 

the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.

Trust

[image: image101.emf]1 Corinthians 2:1-14

11

For who among men knows the thoughts 

of a man except the man's spirit within him? In 

the same way no one knows the thoughts of 

God except the Spirit of God. 

12

We have not 

received the spirit of the world but the Spirit 

who is from God, that we may understand 

what God has freely given us. 

13

This is what 

we speak, not in words taught us by human 

wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 

expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 

14

The man without the Spirit does not accept 

the things that come from the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

We can trust others only so far as we know their strengths. Relying on others and publicly proclaiming their reliability is how we prove that we know them. I think Jesus identified Himself as the model of this aspect of love when He said, “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--just as the Father knows me and I know the Father... there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”
 Jesus is trusted like a shepherd, and He trusts us enough to merge us into a single flock. To those connected to Him as branches to a vine, Jesus promises to “choose” them and “appoint” them to “bear fruit.”

The behavior Dr. Chapman identifies that can express this aspect of love is “words of affirmation”. To be sincere, such words must be accompanied by willingness to delegate power and responsibility, to request help and to endorse publicly. It may be shallow to seek praise, but it is not shallow to seek proof that others know us well enough to trust us. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because someone proved that they trusted you (pause).
Optional Section 11: Trust Deficiencies (2 minutes)

Here’s a lie that I think can undermine trust. It’s easy to remember because it’s just ten two-letter words: “If it is to be, it is up to me.” It may be up to us to ask for help, but our relationships will suffer if we try to do all the other important things ourselves too. 
When I first asked Jesus to be the Lord of my life, I gave Him permission to transform me, but didn’t expect I’d be relying on Him. It was as though He had given me a chair, and I kept thanking Him for it, and never actually sat in it. But we need more than mere theoretical belief in Christ, “…even the demons believe…” 
 One night, as I lay awake thinking about personal relationship with God, I felt compelled to get out of my bed, kneel with my face on the floor, and pray. “Lord, I want to express my love for you by listening to you. Please tell me what’s on your heart.” 
Suddenly I realized that I was on His heart, that He wanted so much more for me than I was allowing myself to have. I began to cry as it dawned on me that, despite the countless people God loves, He still loves me more than I love myself. “Lord, thank You for making me feel so loved,“ I prayed, “How can I make You feel loved in return?” Then I realized that, since God always knows my heart, the ways in which I express my love for Him are less important than its depth. I realized that, since I tend to have deeper love for people who make me feel loved, the best way for me to deepen my love for God would be to give Him more chances to prove His love for me, to trust Him with the important stuff.

We tend to trust others, even strangers, a lot more than we realize—that’s why terrorism is feasible—but that kind of trust, taking people for granted, does not build relationship. To build relationship, we need to make progressively larger requests of each other as in the story of Gideon. Gideon asked God to prove His power through miraculous signs, and God asked Gideon to prove his faith by accepting greater challenges.
 Trust exercises can be essential acts of love, making deeper relationship possible, both with God and others. 

(Continuation of Section 6)
Please raise your hand if fears about trust are blocking you from building certain relationships right now (pause). What can you ask someone else to do to earn your trust? 

Optional Section 12: Dialogue (2 minutes)

[image: image102.wmf]Six Things To Do:

1.

Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

If this aspect of personal relationship strikes a chord with you or your partner, I’d like you to discuss it with him orher for two minutes. Otherwise listen in on another pair in your mini-church. The two minutes start now.

OK, the two minutes are up. You can continue later.
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Personal relationships also involve:

4. Respect 
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Individuals at least occasionally hold contrary opinions, so unity will eventually require one member of a relationship to humbly obey the other. I think Jesus identified Himself as the model of this aspect of love when He said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
 Jesus was talking to people who considered death the punishment for rebellion against God, so promising resurrection meant promising forgiveness, promising to let humans get away with doing things their own way. Regarding our connection to Him as branches to a vine, Jesus added, “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.”
 Thus, although Jesus may promise to let us get our own way, He also wants us to let Him get His.
The behavior Dr. Chapman identifies that can express this aspect of love is “acts of service”. To be sincere, such acts must be properly motivated—they cannot be attempts to “win points”. Each act must reflect an attitude of respect, an attitude of letting the other person get their way. People who respect each other also seek each other’s permission, admit that the other person might be right, and give them the benefit of the doubt. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because someone respected you (pause).

Optional Section 13: Respect Deficiencies (1 minute)

Control issues have been a concern at least since the writing of Genesis where God’s curse on Eve was: “Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”
 Low expectations about control especially limit relationship with the powerful, the wealthy, celebrities and experts. We cannot expect a general to share in the risks of a grunt, a CEO to share in the labor of a line worker, or a professor to accept the opinions of a student. To deepen our relationships with such people, we must learn to measure their respect for us in other ways.
Failure to properly measure respect can also spoil relationship with God. Why doesn’t God obey us, we wonder, when we ask Him to heal sick friends? Why doesn’t He seek our permission before sending calamity? If He gives us the benefit of the doubt, admitting that we might be right, then why worry about God’s judgment? My relationship with God deepens when I realize that He respects me so much that He maintains the fabric of the universe even when I use it to rebel against Him.
 As a child may fail to appreciate the sacrifices of a parent, I realize I have failed to appreciate the sacrifices God must make to let me have as much control as I do.

(Continuation of Section 6)
Please raise your hand if fears about respect are blocking you from building certain relationships right now (pause). Who least respects you? What sacrifices have they made?

Optional Section 14: Dialogue (2 minutes)
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If this aspect of personal relationship strikes a chord with you or your partner, I’d like you to discuss it with him or her for two minutes. Otherwise listen in on another pair in your mini-church. The two minutes start now.
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OK, the two minutes are up. You can continue later.

Personal relationships also involve:

5.  Godliness
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No matter how many gods one worships, all people are monotheists in the sense of being drawn to a single set of loyalties. People who are not drawn to the same loyalties do not ultimately support each other, so our relationships can be no deeper than our perceived godliness. I think Jesus identified Himself as the model of this aspect of love when He said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
 To those who are connected to Him as branches to a vine, Jesus promises to relay the Father’s power, love, knowledge and commands.

Dr. Chapman didn’t address this aspect of love, but we can gather scientific evidence of its importance elsewhere, since interfaith marriages historically fail twice as often.
 
Optional Section 15: Godliness Deficiencies (1 minute)

Let’s be careful with the term “interfaith”, however. Jesus distinguished two kinds of belief when He said: “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father...”
 To call Jesus “Lord” reveals a belief of one kind—let’s call it a “theory” about God. A second kind of belief, belief that dwells in our hearts, is revealed by our practice. I have a friend who calls the first kind of belief “religion” and the second “Dharma”, though I would never use those words. To make it clear that people who use different words might yet worship the same God in their hearts, Jesus held up a Samaritan, a member of a religious group notorious for bad theory,
 as the model of good practice.
 Likewise, where the Bible tells us that certain Athenians worshipped the Christian God
 and became “believers” even before hearing Jesus’ name,
 I think it means that they believed in their hearts before adopting much Christian theory. To explain the glowing success of some interfaith marriages, I propose that practice, rather than theory, is the kind of belief we must share to deepen relationships.
The godliest people, I think, are those who love most deeply and broadly, for I think God loves all of creation. The more you expand your capacity to love, the more I think you will inspire others to draw closer to God. Therefore, to deepen your relationship with any one person, I challenge you to learn to love an infant, a pet, someone who is handicapped, a boss, someone from another culture, a prisoner, a mountain, a piece of art, a nation, an idea, and, of course, love whatever it is that you think maintains the laws of physics, logic and morality.  
(Continuation of Section 6)
Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because someone brought you closer to God (pause).  Please raise your hand if fear that this won’t happen is blocking you from building certain relationships right now (pause). Who does God love that you do not? 

Optional Section 16: Dialogue (2 minutes)
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If this aspect of personal relationship strikes a chord with you or your partner, I’d like you to discuss it with him or her for two minutes. Otherwise listen in on another pair in your mini-church. The two minutes start now.

[image: image109.emf]2 Corinthians 6:14
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together with 

unbelievers.

OK, the two minutes are up. You can continue later.

Finally, personal relationships involve: 
6.  Attachment
This aspect of love is spiritual, so I doubt it can be explained to anyone who hasn’t already experienced it before. I think Jesus identified Himself as its model when He said, “I am the true vine…Remain in me and I will remain in you.”
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The behavior identified by Dr. Chapman which can express this aspect of relationship is “touch”, but of course he means a special kind of touch. It must be motivated by a mutual thirst for closeness, perhaps even a wish that our bodies be physically connected. This thirst can also be evidenced by the constancy with which we think about a person and miss them when separated, as when Professor Henry Higgins sings in My Fair Lady, “I’ve grown accustomed to her face.” Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you felt loved because someone wanted to be close to you (pause). 

Optional Section 17: Attachment Deficiencies (1 minute)

Other paths to arousal—teasing and other forms of seduction—can undermine attachment by distracting from this pure motive for closeness, so attempts to manufacture attachment can backfire. 
Another barrier is fear. It can be scary to attach for the first time, but even more frightening after a failed relationship or unwanted intimacy. 2002 statistics indicate that U.S. women who come from broken families or cohabitate before marriage are 48% and 29% more likely to divorce (respectively), and divorced women are 28% less likely to remarry. Fear of attachment can rob us of personhood.

Fortunately, God’s love expels fear.
 Scripture tells us that we can attach to God through sacraments and spirit. For example, regarding the sacrament of communion, Jesus said, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.”
 If we meditate on God as we eat, bathe or do anything physical, there is a sense in which we can feel His touch. We can also notice His Spirit in us when we give an inspired performance or do anything we could not do without His help. As John put it, “This is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.”
 Those who are attached to God thirst for the sacraments and Spirit as some lovers thirst for touch. The price Jesus will pay to remain “in” us shows that He thirsts for closeness with us as well.
(Continuation of Main Text)
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The question for this gathering is “How can we have the deepest love?” The list of necessary skills we have compiled so far is probably incomplete, but it is long enough to convince me that I lack some of them, and the prevalence of discrimination in this world suggests that I’m not alone.
I think love is related to spirituality. If someone asked me to prove that God exists, I would treat it like proving that art exists. I would ask them if they have a personal relationship with God. If not, I would challenge them to develop a range of relationships that prove they have the skills required to appreciate God. Do you have a personal relationship with a lover, an infant, an enemy, someone who holds power over you, someone who is sick, someone who is destitute, someone in prison, someone of a different culture, and someone of a different faith? People can point out that I lack such relationships myself and therefore that my own understanding of God is probably somewhat distorted. I have to concede that they are right. Even Dorothy Day, who was nominated for sainthood, admitted, “I really only love God as much as I love the person I love the least.” I think we can all deepen our love for whoever we love most by honing our weakest relationship skills, by practicing relationship with whatever kinds of people challenge us most.

The rest of this gathering will take the form of an open dialogue. If you want a structure for this discussion—and please do feel free to do something else more tailored to your group—you might consider the questions on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge sticker. But first let’s pray…

Dear God, we see other people maintaining personal relationships that we could not, and we discover how little we appreciate personhood. We thank and praise You for these reminders, for children, for senior citizens, for people who do not look like us, for people who do not think like us, people who are intimidating, handicapped or rejected. We thank you for all these opportunities to learn to love You and others in more ways. Please let them teach us to be generous, to listen, to trust, to heal, to humble ourselves and to appreciate the sacrifices others make for us. Teach each of us to love more broadly, Lord, especially right now. This we pray so far as it be Your will. Amen. 

You may use the remaining time, and your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well.

Personal Relationship — Feedback Sheet

Number of people in your mini-church:
______

Number who felt loved because they felt enriched in a 
   relationship:
______

Number blocked from a relationship by fears about 
   enrichment:
______

Number who felt loved because of reaching common 
   understanding:
______

Number blocked from a relationship by fears about 
   communication:
______

Number who felt loved because someone trusted them:
______

Number blocked from a relationship by fears about trust:
______

Number who felt loved because someone respected them:
______

Number blocked from a relationship by fears about respect:
______

Number who felt loved because someone brought them 
   closer to God:
______

Number blocked from a relationship by fears about godliness:
______

Number who felt loved because someone wanted to be 
   close:
______

1. On the back of this sheet, list entities with which some people seem able to have personal relationships yet others do not (write as many as possible without judging). 

2. Describe times when you felt loved or feared relationship:
3. What other skills (besides generosity, communication, trust, respect, godliness and attachment) might be needed to develop personal relationships and recognize personhood?

4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)

Other feedback:

Please share this feedback on the Growing Together website

Peace on Earth
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The Fourth Gathering from 
Growing Together
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Gathering 4: Peace on Earth

[This is the transcript of an hour-long interactive gathering. The gathering should be preceded by prayer (perhaps from Gathering 1). It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper] 

Certain themes of scripture also appear in modern economics and psychology, and that strikes me as a huge opportunity, maybe even common ground for interdenominational or interfaith dialogue! I hope you’ll be patient as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two stages. The second stage will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first stage will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: Bible Study (2 minutes)
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Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from Matthew 18, the fourth of the five discourses, or sermons, of Jesus recorded in the book of Matthew. For me, the climax is verse 17, where Jesus tells those dealing with a sinner:  “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”

This verse really makes me think. First it makes me think because it contains a special word, a word used 115 times in the New Testament, but only twice in the gospels. Look again and see if you can guess which word I’m talking about: “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” I’m talking about the word “church” or ek-klay-see'-ah in Greek. The only other place it appears in the gospels is Matthew 16:18, “…on this rock I will build my ek-klay-see'-ah, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Christ has different strategies for defeating different enemies, and one could interpret Matthew 18 as His official order to His church regarding how to defeat Hades. Some theologians even label it “the church order discourse”.

The second reason why this verse makes me think is because people might use it to promote religious discrimination. The emphasis of the passage is not on pagans, but it doesn’t seem to make sense without endorsing their punishment: “…if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” Isn’t Jesus saying we should punish those who refuse to listen to the church? Isn’t He equating the way He expects us to treat pagans with some sort of punishment? I don’t think so, but we’ll have to review a lot of context before any other interpretation will seem plausible.
Mini-Church Formation (8 minutes)
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We do, however, speak a message of 

wisdom among the mature, but not the 
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No, we speak of 
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hidden and that God destined for our glory 
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age understood it, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9

However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, 
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but God has revealed it to us by his 

Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the 

deep things of God….

I’d like you to share your own perspectives and identify places where I may have misrepresented scripture, so we’re going to divide into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul tells us that the church functions like a body, in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least six parts corresponding to the six posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around until we have the same number of people next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move. 
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Over by the picture of the lighthouse, I would like to see people who are willing and able to defend the claim that we should strive for complete peace. 
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Over by the picture of the scales, I would like to see people who are willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 
Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see people who are willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.
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Over by the picture of the hug, I would like to see people who are willing and able to listen compassionately. And here’s a hint: anyone that wants a hug might also want to pass through that area.
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Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see people who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering. 
Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see people who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 

OK, now everyone move until we have roughly the same number of people next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church you have volunteered to be. The people wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like each of them to grab a game envelope and a contact info sheet, and stakeout a place for their mini-church to sit.

While you are doing that, I want the people wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 
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OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one person wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we be at peace with each other?” To put some context around Jesus’ controversial discourse on this topic, let’s start with the event to which He was reacting. The books of Mark and Luke confirm that Jesus was being asked to resolve a dispute
 described in Matthew 18, verse 1:
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(Matthew 18:1-5) 1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.”
Wow! Isn’t that ingenious? At the same time, Jesus both resolved their dispute and answered our general question, “How can we be at peace with each other?” Humility stifles conflict! Did you hear that? Humility stifles conflict!
I think this teaching contradicts Christ-followers’ image as arrogant judges, correcting and guiding others towards moral and spiritual truth. It makes me envision them as children, resolving conflict through the honest catharsis of things like [producing pillow]…pillow-fights! Did anybody else bring a pillow? That’s probably a good sign. Arrogant adults will not admit their need to release emotion through play. Instead they repress and intellectualize, building up to far more destructive activities like [producing papers]…lawsuits. Please raise your hand if you’d rather have a pillow-fight than a lawsuit (pause). Alright, you asked for it… Please raise your hand if you think you could have a pillow-fight with anyone, no matter what their gender, race, religion, age or so forth (pause). Hmm…
Jesus’ teaching also reminds me of the song “You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught” by the atheistic/Jewish duo Rogers and Hammerstein. They claimed we would have peace with people of all races, religions and economic classes if only we weren’t so carefully taught to discriminate. Before we are taught, children tend to trust all kinds of people, even strangers. But is that wise? Should we humbly trust even likely oppressors? Can’t discrimination be appropriate? 
Optional Section 2: Science (3 minutes)
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The next section of Jesus’ discourse addresses these concerns, but first I want to tell you about what economists have proven about peace among humans through an experiment called “The Public Goods Game”. It is typically played for twenty rounds with each of five players starting with $20. In each round each player may contribute up to $5 to a public pot. To represent benefits gained from coordination, the economist doubles the money in the pot at the end of each round, then divides it evenly among all five players.

Optional Section 3: Game (7 minutes)

[image: image125.wmf]3 Suggestions for Finding 

“

Prayer Muscles

”

1.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual 

experiences

2.

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver 

imagining a dive before executing it 

Let’s try that in our mini-churches using the “love bucks” in the game envelope you picked up earlier. The five players should be people who have handled money before, probably adults. Please volunteer by show of hands until we have five players in each mini-church (pause 10 seconds). Whoever is left can be the economist, and should give each player twenty “love-bucks” to start. In each round, each of the five players will hand the economist an offering envelope, so that no one will know who is contributing what. Each envelope should contain from zero to five “love-bucks”. At the end of each round, the economist will double what’s in the pot, then deal it into five equal piles, putting any remainder in the bank. I’ll give you five minutes to play as many rounds as you can. (pause 5 minutes)

OK, your five minutes are up. 
When economists organize this game with real money, they typically get the following result: In the first round, all players contribute $5 and receive $10 back, so they each profit $5. Soon, one player decides to withhold his contribution. Since he keeps his $5, he profits $8, while the rest each profit only $3. See how clever he is? But another player, resenting the inequity, begins to withhold her own contribution out of spite. The profit drops further as fewer people contribute. When two or less contribute, each loses money. Discouraged by the behavior of their teammates, most of the players end up contributing nothing most of the time, and diehard-givers go broke. 

(Continuation of Section 3)

If everyone on your team kept contributing five love-bucks for the duration of the game, then you have just witnessed a miracle. If you don’t believe me, you can read the literature about this experiment yourself. I hope that being arranged in churches facilitates miracles, but it almost never happens for real-life economists.

For economists, the currency and communities in this game are symbolic of all situations in which people can cooperate. 
Optional Section 4: Brainstorm (4 minutes)

In your mini-church, I’m going to ask you to brainstorm about such situations, so start thinking about that and jotting down ideas. Meanwhile, let me list a few to start.
[image: image126.emf]Isaiah 29:13
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In addition to money, the currency may symbolize other material things or intangibles like, appreciation, affection, honesty, trust, thoughtfulness, attention, commitment, and forgiveness. Likewise, the community can symbolize marriages, nations, families, industries, workgroups, classrooms, neighborhoods, friendships, gangs, churches and so forth.
(Continuation of Section 4)
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Now in each of your mini-churches I would like you to add to these lists.  I’d like the people wearing bridge stickers to write additions on the feedback sheet. Don’t judge what belongs on the lists or not, just write down as much as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend three minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause three minutes).
OK, the three minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

If all players cooperated in the Public Goods Game, they would each end up with five times what they started with, but humans seem unable to cooperate in this way. Economists cite this as proof that it is human-nature to fall into social disaster. It is cited as proof that play is insufficient, that humans need some form of taxation and punishment, and that we need it in all kinds of relationships or we will inevitably lose faith in each other and stop cooperating.

Optional Section 5: Empathic Listening (5 minutes)
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Now let’s read what Jesus says in Matthew 18:6-9:

(Matthew 18:6-9) 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 
I think the modern term for what Jesus does in this passage is “empathic listening”. Jesus is proving that he understands how a humble “little one” can feel trapped in a relationship. I suppose anyone who has ever filed for divorce understands this feeling, and many who stayed married understand it too. Jesus says He understands that our relationship problems might not be our own fault, that ending a relationship can be as difficult as cutting off a hand, foot or eye and how it might be impossible to restore a relationship once severed.
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Any relationship can be a trap if one member expects too much from another. In the book of Mark, Jesus adds two more verses to this passage: “Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other."
 The metaphor generally warns us that we can become worthless—we can lose our salt—but the context in this case also brings out a second message: as contact with unsalty things can dilute salt, contact with sinful people can inspire sin in us as well. We retaliate. Sin is contagious, and what God has to put us through to sanitize us feels like fire. When a young woman wears a sexy outfit or a panhandler or evangelist starts their routine, regardless of their intentions, I feel attacked, I retaliate by ignoring them, and I feel the burn of shame. Please raise your hand if you can think of a time when you or someone you know fell into a trap of retaliation, getting burnt until you either reconciled or separated (pause).
Optional Section 6: Testimony (6 minutes)

In a few minutes, I’m going to ask you to share these stories in your mini-church, so start thinking about that. But first…

The “empathic listening” continues with Matthew 18:10-14:
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(Matthew 18:10-14) 10 See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.
Sheep are funny animals. This is partly because they are genetically programmed to experience unusual separation anxiety whenever they’ve lost sight of their flock. Sheep cannot be cured of this anxiety or made to feel comfortable with any other flock. The anxiety is so serious that their feeding troughs are made shallow so they needn’t lose sight of each other when they dip their heads to eat! Humans have similar anxiety about losing trust. I know how heartless it can feel to be told “There are plenty of other fish in the sea” or to be expected to feel at home in any other church when your own church has asked you to leave. 

The Greek word plan-ah'-o, translated as “wanders away”, simply means “becomes astray”, so Jesus is not placing any blame on the lost sheep here as He does in the Book of Luke. In Matthew’s account, Jesus does not criticize the lost sheep at all, and his original readers had no access to Luke’s Book. So I think the original readers of this account would see Jesus as demonstrating sympathy for those who feel cut-off. His criticism is focused on the flock, on the people who “despised” the little one, people who try to reserve a place in the in-crowd by refusing to associate with outsiders. Albert Einstein made the same point when he said, “The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look on and do nothing.” 
I think the stories of the lost sheep and sinful hand or eye describe the same conflict from two opposite views: one seeking escape, the other hoping for reunion. If one of these stories seems right to you, perhaps the other can help you sympathize with the other side. Psychologists call the disparity between these views of reality “fundamental attribution error”. A lost sheep tends to be blind to the way he traps others in a cycle of retaliation, and those who cut someone off tend to be blind to the way situations control people. Recent scientific experiments, such as the Public Goods Game and Stanford Prison Experiment, confirm that it is human nature both to retaliate and to be controlled by social context. Both kinds of divisiveness escalate, causing normal humans to exhibit outrageous behavior. Humans cannot maintain peace on our own—we need a shepherd. 
(Continuation of Section 6)
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Now, in each of your groups I would like to encourage you to listen empathically to those who are willing to describe a time when they or someone they know was in a dispute that couldn’t be resolved through mere play. Did someone have to cripple him or herself by ceasing to rely on someone they once trusted? Were people too frightened to reach out to a lost sheep? I’d like the people wearing bridge stickers to take notes on the feedback sheet. We’ll spend just five minutes now and finish later, so it’s OK if not everyone gets a turn right now (pause five minutes).

OK, the five minutes are up. Please return your attention to me.

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we be at peace with each other?” The first parts of Mathew 18 not only inspire me to wish we were all humble enough to end conflict through mere pillow-fights, but also humble me by revealing some of my weaknesses. I lose humility as easily as salt loses its flavor. I lack the courage to rescue myself and others. Science confirms my doom. Fortunately, the discourse continues with verses 15-18:    
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(Matthew 18:15-18) 15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Optional Section 8: Cultural Relativism (1 minute)
One thing that really impresses me about this passage is its potential to inspire the controversial idea that the average person cannot correctly apply Jesus’ teachings, that special cultural knowledge is required. The conflict resolution procedure given here seems straight-forward, but cultural scholars seek to promote peace by sensitizing us to the fact that certain cultures handle conflict differently—in fact, even many Americans would say “That’s not the way we do things in my church!” Doesn’t having the humility of a child entail abiding the prevailing culture? Yet Jesus did not end His lesson with the child metaphor, and it was only by rebelling against the prevailing culture that slavery and the caste system could be abolished, that a welfare system could be introduced and that civil rights could be promoted. 
By giving such a clear recipe for conflict resolution, Jesus facilitated conflict between those who seek to preserve culture and those who seek to improve or refine it. Because the recipe is so unambiguous, people inevitably debate whether Jesus’ recipe has become obsolete. “What recipe should we follow to resolve that conflict?” I wonder, and again am humbled because I don’t know the answer.
Optional Section 9: Practical Suggestions (5 minutes)

Let me list six practical suggestions I can glean from this passage. Maybe you can modify this list for your own purposes. 
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Verse 18 warns that any decision made by the church will apply eternally, and Jesus warned elsewhere, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone…,"
 so I am first inspired to

1. Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed
Optional Section 10: Exclusivity (2 minutes)

This can be a controversial suggestion. Remember Matthew 18:17? “…if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” We started with the concern that this verse can’t make sense if we are to treat pagans like everyone else, but it also doesn’t make sense if we are allowed to judge for ourselves who is a pagan or is whatever is meant by “a tax collector”, because to do so would be to usurp the authority of the church. That’s important because people in conflict are prone to overestimate religious differences. 
I don’t know about you, but there have been times in my life when I’ve claimed that my spiritual path was headed nowhere near where I am at today, and who would have guessed when Paul was persecuting Christ-followers that his path was headed towards church leadership? Jesus and Paul each set the same example of how to treat people who don’t affiliate with your faith: insist that they nonetheless are striving after your own God!
 Paul even urged two churches to participate in non-Christian ritualistic practices, such as avoiding certain foods, whenever they would otherwise offend the religious views of those around them.
 Offense could cause others to stumble in their striving towards truth, he said, so it can be counterproductive to force even true religion on anyone. 
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Jesus’ instructions regarding people who seem devoted to false religions compares them to weeds. Do not pull them out, He says, “because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest.”
 If the weeds are not hurting the wheat, then it is safest to nurture them together, so there is no need to judge which is which.

(Continuation of Section 9)
[image: image135.emf]Psalm 19:1-11

1

The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

2

Day 

after day they pour forth speech; night after 

night they display knowledge. 

3

There is no 

speech or language where their voice is not 

heard. 

4

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. In the 

heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,

5

which is like a bridegroom coming forth from 

his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his 

course. 

6

It rises at one end of the heavens and 

makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden 

from its heat.

If one person is hurting another, however, as in the case of the sinful hand, foot or eye, and the victim it too humble to judge for him or herself, then I think judgment by the church can be important. If a victim has requested it and his or her oppressor refuses to repent, then I think it can be very compassionate to facilitate a separation. I am therefore inspired to

2.  Expose unacknowledged sin 
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The church can also show compassion by affirming when an offender has accepted the need to change and should be forgiven. This protects lost sheep.  Paul modeled this when he urged Philemon to forgive his runaway slave, saying “He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.”
 I am likewise inspired to
3.  Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

In addition to these three kinds of triage, Matthew 18:17 inspires me to three kinds of preventative medicine. The first two relate to tax collectors and pagans. Jesus knew that he was prescribing personalized medicine because different people dealt with them differently. Some of Jesus’ contemporaries could not even stand to associate with tax collectors and pagans, while others, such as Jesus himself, honored them. Matthew and Zacchaeus, for example, were tax collectors honored by Jesus,
 and the Good Samaritan, whom Jesus held him up as the paradigm of good conduct, was considered a pagan.
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When faced with an unfair tax, Jesus told His disciples that it should be paid, but not in an unfair way. Listen to this:  “So that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours.”
 I love that…instead of pulling coins out of little kid’s ears, Jesus pulls them out of fish, but I still get that warm-fuzzy feeling that my world is filled with hidden treasure! 
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I also get a warm-fuzzy feeling about God’s priorities. If the point of the story were to promote taxation, Jesus would have had His disciples pay their own tax from their own earnings. By instead having God pay their tax, feelings of unfairness were eliminated; a potential source of conflict was neutralized. I am likewise inspired to
4.  Ask “What do you think others owe you?” and pay disputed debts through the church

The biggest disputed debt, I think, was the sin debt. “How can I owe God anything for my sin, “ we ask, “when sin is in my nature?” Jesus put such a high priority on reconciliation between us and God that he gave His life to pay that debt and thus to eliminate the dispute. Gordon MacDonald pointed out to Philip Yancey that only God and the church can show such grace—private grace simply creates a new sense of indebtedness. That’s why Yancey has raised the alarm that “it is rare to find a church competing to ‘out-grace’ its rivals”.

Optional Section 11: Story (2 minutes)

Another disputed debt relates to the love society owes to its outcasts. Are they to blame for the disabilities and traumas that trap them in vicious cycles of antisocial behavior? I am blessed to know some rare people so filled with Jesus’ love that they decided to beak boundaries, to throw an extravagant banquet for the homeless. It was amazing, but even more amazing is what I learned as a member of the planning team.

I was surprised to encounter strong objection to the banquet idea. One deeply compassionate man explained, “Many people would rather eat out of a trash can than accept your charity—they will call your banquet being ‘fed to the Christians’.” He suggested that I go eat in a soup kitchen myself, so I could feel the sting of charity. I did, and my only comfort came from my belief that every meal I’ve ever eaten has always been through God’s charity. Non-Christians would not have that protection, so they need to be treated with special respect.  
(Continuation of Section 9)
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Reflecting Jewish tradition, Paul wrote:  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.”
 A yoke is a lever that forces oxen to support each other when one stumbles or gets weary. When we help people who do not share our faith we impose a sense of obligation on them. That doesn’t happen inside our faith, because it’s all in the family. Christians and Jews aren’t the only ones who experience this difference between interfaith and intrafaith relationships—it’s an issue for everyone. To respect people who do not share our faith, we must act like guests in a foreign country, listening and accepting rather than advising or imposing other charity. Therefore I am inspired to:
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Give only to those who will appreciate. 
To treat tax collectors and pagans as Jesus did would prevent conflict from arising in the first place. That makes me think the judgment called for in Matthew 18:17 is against the church, rather than against any individual. The procedure may be a way to alert the church that it needs to improve its shepherding, that it has been failing to do its job of preventing conflict. 
Optional Section 12: Church History (2 minutes)
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Preventative peace-keeping can explain how two real-world economies defied economic theory: the first is families, and the second was the early Christian church. Acts 2:44-45 tells us that “All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.” As good parents take responsibility for their families, the early church took responsibility for the physical, mental, social and spiritual wellbeing of all members. Historians tell us that the early Christian welfare system garnered such respect that the Roman government felt obliged to match it.
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The modern church does not mediate disputes and dole out healthcare, welfare, education and so forth as easily as the early church did. Increasingly, such roles are reserved for government. Churches have let so much fall through the cracks that they are no longer trusted. Distrust leads us to legalize freedom of religion, thus protecting continual misrepresentation of all faiths, which solidifies demand for separation of church and state, turning all religious organizations into lost sheep, unwelcome in schools, workplaces and so forth.

The early church tried to avoid this trap of distrust. Paul wrote, “You must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat,”
 though he later wrote of such a person, “Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”
 At that time, perhaps the church had a reputation to protect by temporarily exiling those who would misrepresent it. Later, it attempted to purify itself by splitting into denominations. 
(Continuation of Section 9)
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However, like a lost sheep, the church has never been able to save itself, so today I am inspired to
6. Pray that God will establish our trustworthiness

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we be at peace with each other?” Jesus urged us to be humble like children, but economics experiments show that adults are not emotionally sophisticated enough to purge our frustrations through mere pillow-fights as children do. I suppose being humble therefore involves admitting that we need help, giving-up on trying to fix our own conflicts by ourselves. 
[With pantomime] This idea reminds me of the writer who envisioned hell as a banquet at which each guest’s arms were replaced by giant forks, stiff at the elbows. In agony, they desperately strained to transfer the delicious food from their forks to their mouths, but to no avail. The writer had an identical vision of heaven except that, in heaven, each guest fed another. If I’m right, then life is a banquet of loving relationships, but humans are built in such a way that we cannot feed ourselves. Rather than selfishly invest in our own relationships, we should serve as guardian angels over relationships between others. 

The rest of this gathering will take the form of an open dialogue. If you want a structure for this discussion—and please do feel free to do something else more tailored to your group—you might consider the questions on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge sticker. But first let’s pray…

Dear God, we praise You for giving us relationships that challenge us, that draw us to You by proving us inadequate by ourselves. We are so thankful that You are our shepherd, and we pray that You will guide us to be a church through which You shepherd others, bringing peace on Earth. Please fill us with the humble spirit of children. Please establish our trustworthiness. Fill us with love that overflows so generously that potential sources of conflict dissolve, and please make us compassionate in our judgments when conflicts arise. This we pray so far as it be Your will. Amen. 

You may use the remaining time, and your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well.

Peace on Earth — Feedback Sheet
Number of people in your mini-church:
______
Number who would rather have a pillow-fight than a lawsuit:
______
Number who would never feel uncomfortable having a 
   pillow-fight:
______
Number who can recall a time when someone fell into a trap of retaliation:
______

1. On the back of this sheet, list currencies and communities symbolized by the public goods games (write as much as possible without judging). 

2. Describe times when someone was in a dispute that couldn’t be resolved through mere play:
3. How do we rely on others, and what do we feel they owe us?

4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)

Other feedback:

Please share this feedback on the Growing Together website
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Gathering 5: Prayer Beyond Words

[This is the transcript of an hour-long interactive gathering. The gathering should be preceded by prayer (perhaps from the end of Gathering 1). It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper.] 

Certain themes of scripture also appear in modern linguistics and physics, and that strikes me as a huge opportunity, maybe even common ground for interdenominational or interfaith dialogue! I hope you’ll be patient as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two stages. The second stage will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first stage will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: A Bible Study (5 minutes)

Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from 1 Corinthians 2:1-16. It is part of a letter from the apostle Paul to the church in Corinth. Paul spent about two years, the vast majority of his second missionary journey, founding this one church. He wrote them this letter about three years after he left:
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(1 Corinthians 2:1-14) 1 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
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Wow! What a promise for those who believe it! Especially verse 10: “God has revealed it to us by his Spirit …”

What is the “it” God has revealed? His “secret wisdom”—something so secret we cannot convey it through the words of human wisdom, through a lecture, through door-to-door evangelism or writing, and maybe not even through movies or music. Paul claims that, if this secret is expressed in words as it is in the Bible, the words will seem like foolishness to anyone who doesn’t already know it anyway. That’s why, he says, he didn’t tell the Corinthians much about God during his first two years with them.
The concept of an untellable secret sounds miraculous and exciting, and is likely common to faiths other than Christianity. How can we learn such secrets? Are they to be taken on faith? No, Paul says it is “revealed” by God. Does God reveal them through texts and lectures? No, Paul assures us that people can’t understand any words that express God’s secret wisdom until they already know it. Does God reveal it through scientific evidence, through some sort of logical proof or through sight, hearing, smell, touch or taste? No, Paul says “God has revealed it to us by his Spirit …” 

Paul is saying that you don’t need any fancy education, keen senses or books to access God’s secret wisdom, and, in fact, you need something else. A. W. Tozer’s famous instruction manual, The Pursuit of God, confesses its own inadequacy by saying the same thing: “…the opaque veil that hides the face of God from us…can be removed only in spiritual experience, never by mere instruction.” Though Tozer was a Christ-follower, his endorsement of spiritual experience could as easily have come from a Buddhist monk, Hindu guruji or atheistic transcendentalist; each would merely have a different spiritual experience in mind.
[image: image150.emf]Hand this man over to Satan, so 

that the sinful nature may be 

destroyed and his spirit saved on 

the day of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 5:5

[Then later] …forgive and comfort 

him, so that he will not be 

overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2 Corinthians 2:7

What about secular teachers, the ones who claim to educate without requiring spiritual experiences? Paul wrote, “It is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’ …For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom…”
 Paul treated those who lacked spiritual experience as immature: “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.”
 All the great secular universities, Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, Stanford, MIT…Paul would envision them as nurseries! Although it took only a few months with the Thessalonians, Paul waited 3-5 years before considering the Corinthians mature enough even to discuss God’s secret wisdom.

It fascinates me that Paul attributed spiritual maturity to entire churches rather than to individuals. This implies that newcomers quickly rise to the same spiritual maturity as everyone else in the churches they join, that one can buy a ticket to a spiritual experience by joining a critical mass of others who have experienced it already. In his letter to the Colossians, Paul tells us this almost directly: “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
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[image: image152.emf]In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

Brainstorm potential standards for 

sources of truth 

1. (Intuitive)

2. (Unambiguous)

3. (Comprehensive)

4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages us to do what 

we should

7. Generates life

8. Creates faith

9. Produces change

10. Frightens the Devil

11. Causes miracles

12. Heals hurts

13. Builds character

14. Transforms circumstances

15. Imparts joy

16. Overcomes adversity

17. Defeats temptation

18. Infuses hope

19. Releases power

20. Cleanses our minds

21. Brings things into being

22. Guarantees our future 

forever

Altogether, the clues we have examined give me several impressions about spiritual experience:  First, to have it entails more than just being a believer. Second, unlike the path of physical maturation, the path from becoming a believer to attaining spiritual experience can take various lengths of time. And, third, we will gain spiritual experience quickly if we unite with people who already have it.
[image: image153.emf]In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

Share a time when you suffered 

physical pain, stress, confusion, 

heartbreak, need, embarrassment, 

injustice, loss, loneliness, sickness, 

addiction, feeling trapped or other 

distress. 

Explain what made it so difficult, so 

that others can better imagine your 

pain.

Why is spiritual maturity important? 1 Corinthians 2:9 says that those privy to God’s secret wisdom know “what God has prepared for those who love him”. That would provide additional grounds for trust in God, a deeper foundation for belief. If you thought you would always have to rely on blind faith, maybe you should reconsider. Maybe God doesn’t want to keep you in that precarious position. Maybe He wants your relationship with Him to mature into something far more stable. 

According to the 2005 Barna Group “State of the Church” survey, while only 21% of Americans claim to be non-Christians, 39% claim to be Christians who do not maintain an important commitment to Jesus Christ. This suggests that Christ-followers ought to invest about twice as much in promoting spiritual maturity as they do in promoting conversion. Non-Christians have the same problem, since at least 79% of Americans clearly haven’t had non-Christian spiritual experiences either. The statistics reflect general disconnection from spiritual reality.
The question for this gathering is “How can we gain spiritual experience?” First let’s consider the risks involved. Then, those of you who have had spiritual experiences have a mission to help others progress to the stability you have attained, and I hope our discussion today will give you some new ideas about how to accomplish that crucial mission. Those of you who have not yet had spiritual experiences have a mission to seek them. I can’t promise that you will have them in the next hour, but maybe we can plant some seeds that will grow eventually. 

Mini-Church Formation (8 minutes)
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I’d like you to share your own perspectives and identify places where I may have misrepresented scripture, so we’re going to divide into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul tells us that the church functions like a body, in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least six parts corresponding to the six posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around until we have the same number of people next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move. 
[image: image155.emf]Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

24

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 

25

But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

26

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, 

then the weeds also appeared. 

27

The owner's 

servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn't you 

sow good seed in your field? Where then did 

the weeds come from?”

28

"An enemy did this,”

he replied. The servants asked him, “Do you 

want us to go and pull them up?”

Over by the picture of the lighthouse, I would like to see people who are willing and able to defend the claim that we can have spiritual experiences.
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Over by the picture of the scales, I would like to see people who are willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 
[image: image157.emf]The Butterfly Effect

• The person wearing the 

shepherd’s 

crook

selects someone who can be very 

consistent

• Give him/her the bag of red confetti from 

the game envelope 

• Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while 

everyone else yells, “Chaos!”

Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see people who are willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

[image: image158.emf]The Butterfly Effect

• The person wearing the 

shepherd’s 

crook

selects someone who can be very 

consistent

• Give him/her the bag of red confetti from 

the game envelope 

• Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while 

everyone else yells, “Chaos!”

•

Can you do exactly the same thing with 

the blue confetti? Does the blue 

confetti exactly cover the red?

Over by the picture of the hug, I would like to see people who are willing and able to listen compassionately. And here’s a hint: anyone that wants a hug might also want to pass through that area.
[image: image159.emf]Matthew 13:31-33

31

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 

32

Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, 

yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden 

plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 

the air come and perch in its branches. 

33

The 

kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed into a large amount of flour until 

it worked all through the dough.

[image: image160.emf]The good man brings good 

things out of the good stored 

up in his heart…

Luke 6:45

I will praise the Lord, who 

counsels me; even at night 

my heart instructs me.

Psalms 16:7

Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see people who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering. 
Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see people who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 

OK, now everyone move until we have roughly the same number of people next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church you have volunteered to be. The people wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like each of them to grab a game envelope and a contact info sheet, and stakeout a place for their mini-church to sit. Go!
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While you are doing that, I want the people wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 

OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one person wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
[image: image162.emf]Matthew 13:44-46

44

The kingdom of heaven is like a 

treasure hidden in a field. When a 

man found it, he hid it again, and 

then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field. 

45

Again, 

the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant looking for fine pearls. 

46

When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and bought it.

The question for this gathering is “How can we gain spiritual experience?” We’re going to talk about the concept of “Prayer Beyond Words”. Please raise your hand if you’ve ever prayed without words. (pause) Raise you hand if you have ever listened for an answer beyond words. (pause) 

Optional Section 2: Spiritual Safety (1 minute)

Let’s start by talking about spiritual safety… 
Optional Section 3: Story (1 minute)

When I was in third-grade, I got upset about something in school, and excused myself to go to the restroom where I cried over a toilet and silently prayed “Why God? Why is this happening to me?” I don’t remember God’s response, but I remember thinking I should have been able to figure out for myself. Then I remember a temptation to test whether I actually did figure it out for myself, to test whether I had actually been talking to myself instead of to God; I tried to make the voice in my head parrot back phrases, like a puppet. And that’s what happened. If there was no puppet before, one emerged. Since I didn’t know how to listen to God beyond words, I couldn’t tell the difference between God and the puppet, and I stopped trusting prayer.
That experience didn’t seem dangerous at the time. There was no physical damage, no one else even knew what happened, and I thought I’d learned something—how could that be bad? But eventually that experience led me to believe that all people who pray are lunatics who talk to themselves and call it “God’s will”. Many years later, I devoted myself to saving my family and others from the misconceptions that drove them to such sick delusions. A lot might have turned-out differently if I’d been taught a bit about safety. Now I realize that spiritual experiences are like sexual experiences: it may be important to have them, but bad experiences can be very dangerous. Both have mysterious emotional consequences that can last for decades and impact many people who weren’t even involved.
(Continuation of Section 2)

[image: image163.emf]2 Timothy 4:2

Preach the Word; be 

prepared in season 

and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and 

encourage

Sometimes dangerous experiences are easy to recognize. For example, Galatians 5:19-21 makes the obvious point that we should avoid experiences involving sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, idolatry, drugs, hatred, discord, jealousy, rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and the like. On the other hand, the Bible also says:  “Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything.”
 It repeatedly encourages us to test God’s spokespeople by the accuracy of their predictions,
 implying that dangers are not always obvious. The Bible also tells us that God has spoken through surprising messengers: illegal mediums, enemies, even people who worship other gods. 
  “Test everything.”
Optional Section 4: Story (30 seconds)

About a week after I began praying about safe spirituality, a friend I hadn’t seen in a while invited me to a dance performance. It turned out to be a very special Hindu ceremony. The dancer would give one such recital in her entire life and had to train intensely for fifteen years to do this. I was praising God as I watched because I felt like Christ was loving her in a very special way. She wrote, "When I dance, little else exists. I am at my happiest." My Hindu friends were having a spiritual experience as well. They knew that the dancer was a devout Muslim, and were deeply touched by her tremendous commitment to preserve Hindu tradition. They finally broke into tears when the guru permitted the dancer to deviate slightly from tradition and dance to a text by Kabir, a 16th century Indian mystic famous for accepting Muslims into his Hindu spiritual family.

(Continuation of Section 3)

I think it was right for me to test the voice in my third-grade head, but I did not demand enough from God—I should have given God a chance to prove Himself through more than just words in my head. 
[image: image164.emf]James 2:24

You see that a 

person is justified 

by what he does 

and not by faith 

alone.

Optional Section 5: Science (1 minute)

The PEAR program at Princeton University, a secular research center, has been testing the spiritual since 1979, conducting and compiling thousands of experiments covering millions of trials in which humans attempt to exercise spiritual power over mechanical, electronic, optical, acoustical and fluid devices. Their success clearly proves that they aren’t just talking to themselves. The most successful operators in the PEAR experiments also report a sense of “resonance” or “bond” with their target; of surrendering their sense of identity to merge with it; of exchanging roles with it; of “falling in love” with it; and of “having fun” with it. Even though their target is a machine, all of the most successful operators claim to experience it as a person.

(Continuation of Main Text)

[image: image165.emf]Romans 6:16-22

19

I put this in human terms because you are weak 

in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the 

parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever -

increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery 

to righteousness leading to holiness. 

20

When you 

were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. 

21

What benefit did you reap at that 

time from the things you are now ashamed of? 

Those things result in death! 

22

But now that you 

have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 

and the result is eternal life.

Have you noticed any patterns in your past spiritual experiences you might use to recognize genuine experiences in the future? 
Optional Section 6: Brainstorm (4 minutes)

In a few minutes I’m going to ask you to brainstorm about that in your mini-church. Meanwhile…

Optional Section 7: Identifying God (1 minute)

Let me jog your memory by suggesting two patterns I’ve noticed: 
The first is joy, an impulse to smile or giggle (at least inside, if not out-loud) like when something strikes me as funny. It is my knee-jerk reaction to the realization that I am in the presence of infinite love. When Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph met the angel at the empty tomb, they were filled with joy despite being frightened.
 The kind of joy I feel can similarly coexist with fear, weariness, sadness and many other emotions.

The second pattern I’ve noticed is surrender, another knee-jerk reaction. Something about God’s presence just makes it really obvious that I shouldn’t fight with Him. I can’t even entertain that idea. The best words I’ve found to express the combination of joy and surrender I feel are Jesus’: “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done.” This sentiment, a kind of peace, rises out of me involuntarily whenever I am most aware of God’s presence. 

If I experience joy without surrender, then I’m probably just cheering myself up. If I experience surrender without joy, then I’m probably just being impulsive. I keep seeking God until I experience both and can know I’m not just talking to myself. 

(Continuation of Section 6)

Your experience might be different from mine, and there may be other indicators I should be seeking, so please take a quick three minutes in your mini-church to brainstorm other indicators. I am asking you to list ways you might be able to tell when you have or have not connected with God. I’d like those wearing bridge stickers to write these ways on the feedback sheet. Don’t judge what belongs on the lists or not, just write down as much as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend three minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause three minutes).
Optional Section 8: Philosophy of Language (1 minute)

A few hundred years before Jesus was born, about when the Jews finished the thousand-year-long writing project called the Old Testament, Aristotle laid the foundations of what would later come to be known as “scientific thought”. With blatant naïveté, he built his basic concepts and logic to meet the constraints of his language, thus relegating certain aspects of human experience to be dismissed as “mystical” or “spiritual”. We are so deeply entangled in his legacy today that we cannot help but be confused about such things as quantum mechanics, intuition, consciousness, holistic medicine, biomorphic fields, Gnosticism, Sufism, Kabbalism, Transcendentalism, Charismatics, New Agers and, perhaps most importantly, about love. Language is simply insufficient to articulate knowledge in these areas. We can illustrate the problem with what I call “The Soul-mate Game”. It involves [image: image166.emf]The good man brings good things out of 

the good stored up in his heart, and 

the evil man brings evil things out of 

the evil stored up in his heart

Luke 6:45

…Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at 

the heart

1 Samuel 16:7

sets of color-tiles, two tiles per color. Each player gets one tile, which they are not allowed to show to anyone else. They are to find the person with the matching tile simply by describing it through words and symbols.

Optional Section 9: Game (4 minutes)

I’d like to try that in our mini-churches using the tiles labeled “named colors” in the game envelope you picked up earlier. Give each player one tile. Remember that you are not allowed to show your tile to anyone else, but you can say whatever you want. See if you can find your mate. (pause 1 minute)

OK, now show your tiles to each other and see if you matched correctly. Easy? Try the game again with the tiles labeled “unnamed colors #1” (pause one minute).

OK, show your tiles. Did you get it right? For the third time, I want you to use the tiles labeled “unnamed colors #2”. This time, you are not allowed to talk, but you are allowed to show your tiles openly (pause thirty seconds).

OK, let’s talk about what just happened...
This is easy when dealing with colors for which we have names, like “red”, “blue” and “green”, but there are other colors, like various shades of gray, that our language doesn’t distinguish. The fact that we can nonetheless tell whether these colors match proves that there are some things we can know without words. We can know a color even when we cannot name it, and we can likewise know a soul-mate in ways we cannot explain through a book, lecture, picture or mathematical formula. This game reminds us that language, ritual and even art are merely abstract representations of something else that is real, and sometimes we need to deal with reality directly.

Praying beyond words is like showing your color-tile to God directly and vice-versa. I think it’s like doing pushups. When I do pushups, I actually do use words—numbers in particular. I go like this [demonstrating]: 1… 2... 3…I don’t know if the counting and grimacing help, but maybe they do. What I am pretty sure about is that I need more than just words. The essential thing is to flex my arm muscles. If I don’t do that, it goes like this: 1… 2… 3... No matter how passionately and sincerely I count, the pushups aren’t happening. That’s what praying beyond words is like—it’s OK to use words, and they might even help, but there are certain other “muscles” that need to be exercised, and, if we don’t exercise them, we’re just making a big show.
Optional Section 10: Practical Suggestions (3 minutes)

The question for this gathering is “How can we gain spiritual experience?” I’d like to finish with three practical suggestions for praying beyond words: Teaching people to use prayer muscles is like teaching them to wiggle their ears or to whistle or snap or sing. The hard part seems to be finding the relevant muscles for the first time. If you have felt God’s presence before, my first suggestion is that you try to recreate or recall the circumstances of that experience as you begin your prayer. A professional who counsels others on how to exercise their prayer muscles told me she simply focuses their attention on spiritual experiences they’ve already had. Other than the fact that they all use this kind of “muscle memory”, each person she counsels prays differently because each has different memories. For some people, kneeling or getting as close as possible to the fetal position helps. Others are helped by stretching their face to the heavens, as though feeling the wind or rain on their skin or watching a beautiful sunset. Some people pray best out loud and walking around. Some pray best in a crowd. Some pray best alone. Some after fasting or long hours awake. 

[image: image167.emf]Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

29

"No,” he answered, “because while you are 

pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat 

with them. 

30

Let both grow together until the 

harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 

First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles 

to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it 

into my barn.“…

47

Once again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a net that was let down into the 

lake and caught all kinds of fish. 

48

When it 

was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. 

Then they sat down and collected the good fish 

in baskets, but threw the bad away.

Optional Section 11: Testimony (6 minutes)

In a few minutes, I’m going to ask you to discuss these circumstances in your mini-church, so start thinking about that. Meanwhile…

[image: image168.emf]Matthew 13:18-23

…

When trouble or persecution comes 

because of the word, he quickly falls 

away. 

22

The one who received the 

seed that fell among the thorns is the 

man who hears the word, but the 

worries of this life and the deceitfulness 

of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 

23

But the one who received the seed 

that fell on good soil is the man who 

hears the word and understands it. He 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, 

sixty or thirty times what was sown.

My second suggestion is to use imagery, like an Olympic diver imagining a dive before executing it. I suggest considering the characteristics of God, and trying to imagine what it would be like to be in that divine presence. Imagine being in the presence of pure love, infinitely perfect wisdom and righteousness, a personal savior who knows every hair on your head, the original source and the ultimate end. 

[image: image169.emf]In Your Mini-church

• Select a Dictator, and give him/her the 

twenty “love bucks” from the game 

envelope.

• The Dictator decides how to split the 

twenty-bucks, returning their own share to 

the game envelope and putting the other 

player’s share in the offering envelope.

• This is a private decision, so no one else 

look.

Paul wrote “Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.”
 Isaiah warned us that many people fail to pierce that veil because, rather than turn to the real God, they turn to some watered-down theoretical abstraction. He quoted God saying, “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.”
 I’m not suggesting that you should try to “put your heart into it” like a method actor who can seem to shift rapidly from one faith to the next. I’m suggesting that any accurate image of God will grip your heart, but you have to let that happen.

[image: image170.emf]Ecclesiastes 11:5

As you do not know the 

path of the wind, or how 

the body is formed in a 

mother's womb, so you 

cannot understand the 

work of God, the Maker of 

all things.

[image: image171.emf]Colossians 2:2-3

M

y purpose is that they may be 

encouraged in heart and united 

in love, so that they may have 

the full riches of complete 

understanding, in order that they 

may know the mystery of God, 

namely, Christ, in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.

Although we should not worship mere images, music or words that describe God, such descriptions can help some people focus. For example, King David wrote many heart gripping psalms, and the prayer taught by Jesus also starts with an inspiring description of God: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name…” To me, “hallowed be Thy name” means “You are so awesome that even your name fills me with wonder!” Those words remind me of who God is, and my heart jumps!

My final suggestion about exercising prayer muscles is to put yourself in an environment that focuses you on an accurate image of God. Go to nature or to inspiring architecture, to somewhere beautiful or profound, go where there is music or speech that accurately describes God, and, most importantly, join a spiritually mature community.
(Continuation of Section 4)

[image: image172.emf]1 Thessalonians 5:19-21

Do not put out the 

Spirit's fire; do not 

treat prophecies 

with contempt. Test 

everything.

The venues that most promoted efficacy in the PEAR experiments were small intimate groups, group rituals, sacred sites, musical and theatrical performances, and charismatic events. PEAR research suggests that people are most effective in novel, spiritually engaging venues where they are personally involved in fun, creative, emotional activities that achieve resonance with others through fully interactive communication. It also suggests that people are far more effective when cooperating with someone of the opposite sex, especially someone with whom they share an emotional bond, like a spouse. 

(Continuation of Section 11)

[image: image173.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next

.

Now in each of your groups I would like you to encourage sharing from those who are willing to describe their environment and what they were doing or thinking at a time when they had a spiritual experience. The people wearing bridge stickers can take notes on the feedback sheet. We’ll spend just five minutes now and finish later, so it’s OK if not everyone gets a turn right now (pause five minutes).

OK, the five minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

Optional Section 12: Guided Prayer (5 minutes)

Now we’re going to practice connecting to the spiritual. I want you to try to exercise your “prayer muscles” and notice what you feel. Everyone please stand up. I would like those who prefer to kneel to come to the front, and those who prefer to stand or move around to move to the back. I would like those who prefer to pray silently to move to your right, and those who like to pray out loud, sing, or shout to move to your left. Go! While you are finding your place, let me remind you of my three suggestions:

1. [image: image174.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next.

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing 

both in worship and in the practical 

matters of living.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual experiences,

2. Use imagery, like an Olympic diver imagining a dive before executing it 
3. Put yourself in an environment that focuses you on an accurate image of God
[image: image175.emf]In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

Brainstorm ways you might be 

able to tell that you have or have 

not connected with the spiritual

[It may be appropriate to play music and/or dim the lights at this point]. Now please close your eyes if appropriate, and try to become aware of God’s presence… I’m going to supply some words, like a weight-trainer counting their trainee’s push-ups. First I will read from Psalm 19 [or 145 if more excited], then describe some other images that might heighten your awareness of your experience. You do whatever comes to you...

[image: image176.emf]Wisdom Beyond 

Personal 

Understanding

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 5 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.  7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 11 By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

(pause) Now when I am in your Holy presence, Lord, when you lift the veil, clear the buzz that clouds my head, I see myself as though from a distance. And in myself I see three terrified children:
[image: image177.emf]Matthew 18:17

If he refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the 

church; and if he 

refuses to listen even to 

the church, treat him as 

you would a pagan or a 

tax collector

The first child in me fears for survival. Again and again it cries out “Please! Give me my daily bread!” I’ve tried to make it feel secure by stockpiling money and possessions, but no amount would satisfy it. Now, in Your presence, Lord, it is so obvious that I am alive. You have always given me all I needed to survive, so the child in me who fears for survival is silenced, and I hear You… (pause)
[image: image178.jpg]


The second child in me fears being trapped by the things I have done and experienced. Again and again it cries out “Please! Forgive me my debts!” I’ve tried to make it feel secure by stockpiling favors and rights, but no amount would satisfy it.  Now, in Your presence, Lord, it is so obvious that I am free. You have always made each day new, so the child in me who fears the past is silenced, and I hear You... (pause)
One last child cries; it fears being lost. Again and again it cries out “Please! Don’t let me fall into temptation and evil!” I‘ve tried to make it feel secure by stockpiling knowledge, but no amount would satisfy it.  Now, in Your presence, Lord, [image: image179.emf]Form Mini-churches!
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it is so obvious that I am with you. You are my destination, but You are also with me every step of the way, so the child in me who fears being lost is silenced, and I hear You… (pause)
[image: image180.emf]Wisdom Beyond 

Personal 

Understanding

I face the future with confidence and joy. For in Your presence, Lord, it is so obvious that You are eternal. I will always be able to return to Your presence. Oh, thank you, Lord! You will always be as You are and always have been forever and ever. Thank you! Thank you so much, Lord! (pause) Amen.

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we gain spiritual experience?” Those who know the secret wisdom that Paul wrote about in first Corinthians know “what God has prepared for those who love him”. Their relationship with God is more stable because they have experienced a revelation that provides new grounds to trust God. Paul said “God has revealed it to us by his Spirit …” I think the revelation he was talking about is what I reach towards when I exercise the part of me that is sensitive to God’s presence, the part that can pray beyond words. If I’m right, then our duty to nurture each other includes sharing, not just words, but also spiritual experience.

The rest of this gathering will take the form of an open dialogue. If you want a structure for this discussion—and please do feel free to do something else more tailored to your group—you might consider the questions on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge sticker. But first let’s pray…

You may use the remaining time, and your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well.

Prayer Beyond Words — Feedback Sheet
Number of people in your mini-church:
______
Number who have prayed without words:
______
Number who have listened for an answer without words:
______

1. On the back of this sheet, list ways you might be able to tell that you have or have not connected with the spiritual (write as many as possible without judging). 
2. Describe your environment and what you were doing or thinking at times when you had a spiritual experience:
3. What other doors on our faith path can we identify (besides choosing our religion and receiving secret wisdom)?

4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)

Other feedback:

Please share this feedback on the Growing Together website

   Feeling
          Purpose
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The Sixth Gathering from 
Growing Together
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Brainstorm potential 
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truth, bad standards as well 

as good ones

Gathering 6: Feeling Purpose

[This is the transcript of an hour-long interactive gathering. I recommend preceding it with prayer (perhaps from Gathering 1). It would also be appropriate to distribute scrap paper.] 

When I was studying to teach philosophy, I thought the philosophy department should offer a course entitled “Why live?” I’d heard that one out of six people attempts suicide at some point in his/her life, so I figured almost everyone will someday have a loved-one struggle with that question. I’d also heard that one in forty people currently wishes he/she were dead. I naively expected a class on “Why live?” to protect them from feeling lost and to resolve concern over badness in our world. I no longer think a class could eliminate human frailty, but I still think the topic should be discussed.
The related question “What is the purpose of my life?” is too big for this gathering. This gathering will instead focus on how to know that one is living purposefully. Various people, from Job to C.S Lewis to Edgar Allen Poe, struggled with the question “Why live?” even though we are confident, at least in retrospect, that their lives did have purpose. This gathering is about how to avoid repeating their struggle. It could serve as common ground for interdenominational or even interfaith dialogue, but I’ll need to ask for your patience as we try to connect with diverse perspectives. Imagine each of us is traveling a unique path, a path that should not be judged before we see where it ultimately emerges. 

If planning to end with an open dialogue…
This gathering will have two stages. The second stage will be an open dialogue where you get to say whatever you want. That’s where I expect the best learning to occur, so the first stage will focus on preparing for that dialogue. This takes a lot of pressure off me. How would I feel if the first stage turns out unclear and disjointed, leaving you with lots of unanswered questions? I’d think, “Good! Questions promote dialogue!” And how would I feel if my ideas struck you as naive? I’d say, “Wonderful! That’s my goal—for you to have better ideas than I could ever devise on my own.” But, I warn you, if I see any of you dozing-off or lost in your own thoughts, do you know what I’ll do? I’ll praise God that you rested-up for the dialogue, of course! 

Actually, there’s some truth to that. Each one of you has something valuable to contribute, but may need time to process your thoughts and feelings. Rather than impose a long period of silence on everyone, I’m going to shift between a wide range of learning styles, hoping you’ll recognize when it’s your turn to disengage and take some time to yourself. This will be distracting, so I highly recommend jotting your ideas down on scrap paper. You get to decide how interdenominational or interfaith this gathering will be. I’ll do my part by honestly sharing my religious biases in the first stage and will count on you to share yours in the second.
Optional Section 1: A Bible Study (3 minutes)

Let me admit upfront that I tried to develop my opinions from Matthew 13, the third of Jesus’ five sermons in the book of Matthew. It is composed of cryptic stories called “parables”. Many people have theorized about what secret messages they might hold, but, instead of trying to decipher hidden messages, I will focus, for the moment, on truths they express at the superficial level. I’m going to start with verses 44-46:

 (Matthew 13:44-46) 44 The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
  

[image: image182.emf]Standards for Sources of Truth
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5. Pragmatic


How do these parables make you feel? (pause) To me, the people they describe sound confident that what they are doing has purpose, so confident that they are willing to sell everything they own! They may provide the best descriptions I’ve ever found of what it’s like to feel purpose.
Optional Section 2: Interpretation (1 minute)
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Like all the other parables in Matthew 13, they refer to something translated to English as the “kingdom of heaven” but pronounced in the original ancient Greek as “bas-il-i'-ah”. Well, maybe I’m the only one who pronounces it exactly that way. For some strange reason, whenever I try to pronounce ancient Greek I always think I’m Italian. OK, I admit it, I’m an Italian wannabe…but back to the point…
[image: image184.emf]1 John 1:7

…if we walk in the light, 

as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood 

of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin

.

Jesus helped explain what He meant by “bas-il-i'-ah” when He said, “The bas-il-i'-ah does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the bas-il-i'-ah is within you.”
 Scholars generally agree that, for Jesus, the word bas-il-i'-ah referred to a state of affairs, rather than to a place. Jesus taught us to “Seek first the bas-il-i'-ah...”
 and pray that it “come...on Earth as it is in heaven”
. “Bas-il-i'-ah” is Jesus’ term for what we should strive for in life, what people of other faiths might call “enlightenment” or “the way”. To enter the bas-il-i'-ah is to undergo a metamorphosis.
If “bas-il-i'-ah” refers to a situation, rather than to an object or person, then a more idiomatic English translation might be: “The kingdom of heaven is like the situation of a treasure…” and “like the situation of a merchant…”
(Continuation of Section 1)

[image: image185.emf]Flee Temptation?

…flee from all 

this…

(1 Timothy 6:11)

Flee the evil 

desires of 

youth ...

(2 Timothy 2:22)

Face Temptation?

…if someone is caught in a sin, you 

who are spiritual should restore 

him gently. But watch yourself, or 

you also may be tempted.

(Galatians 6:1)

God is faithful; he will not let you be 

tempted beyond what you can 

bear. But when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a way out so 

that you can stand up under it.

(1 Corinthians 10:13)

There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

In both parables, the situation is one of following leadings from the heart. Yes, that’s right, I just said “leadings from the heart”—isn’t that romantic? Everybody say, “Ahh…” Ahh… Jesus elsewhere said, “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart…”
 and King David said:  “I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.”
 Leadings from the heart do not always involve major commitments of money or time—they sometimes lead us to such humble activities as smelling a flower or cherishing a butterfly. When I smell a flower, I share the situation of the pearl merchant, giving up everything else in that moment to focus on its sweet fragrance. I can be similarly engrossed in a puzzle, in a performance, in a person, in a decision, and many other things. 
Do you know what I’m talking about? Without any pharmaceutical help, colors seem more colorful, breezes feel more refreshing, and each and every one of the world’s zillions of insects seems miraculously intricate and alive. Please raise your hand if you can recall a time you followed your heart (pause).

The purpose of this gathering is to get some practical ideas about how to achieve that feeling more often. How can we discover purpose in life? We’ll talk about the different roles of the heart and mind, and we’ll also talk about the vulnerabilities of human hearts.

Mini-Church Formation (8 minutes)
[image: image186.emf]We…are being transformed into 

his likeness with ever -increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, 

who is the Spirit

.

(2 Corinthians 3:18)

…he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 1:6)

But first, since I’d like you to share your own perspectives and identify places where I may have misrepresented scripture, I’d like you to divide into what I’ll call “mini-churches”. I don’t have the authority to say what does or does not qualify as a church, but I’m aiming at the group structure described in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12, where the apostle Paul tells us that the church functions like a body, in that it has different parts: eyes, hands, feet, voice and so forth. Each mini-church will have at least six parts corresponding to the six posters you see around the room. I’m going to ask you to stand up and move around until we have the same number of people next to each poster. Listen closely to what each picture signifies, then I’ll ask you to move. 
[image: image187.emf]Matthew 5:17-48
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Over by the picture of the lighthouse, I would like to see people who are willing and able to defend the claim that we can achieve a feeling of purpose.
Over by the picture of the scales, I would like to see people who are willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 
[image: image189.emf]1 Thessalonians 5:19-21

Do not put out the 

Spirit's fire; do not 

treat prophecies 

with contempt. Test 

everything.

Over by the picture of the bridge, I would like to see people who are willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.
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1. Diligently watch for the time when you are 

no longer giving or gaining in your current 

interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing 

both in worship and in the practical 
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.

Over by the picture of the hug, I would like to see people who are willing and able to listen compassionately. And here’s a hint: anyone that wants a hug might also want to pass through that area.
[image: image191.emf]John 15:1-17

6

If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 

branch that is thrown away and withers; such 

branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 

and burned. 

7

If you remain in me and my 

words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be given you. 

8

This is to my 

Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

9

As 

the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Now remain in my love. 

10

If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as 

I have obeyed my Father's commands and 

remain in his love. 

11

I have told you this so 

that my joy may be in you and that your joy 

may be complete…

[image: image192.emf]In Your Mini-church
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Share a time when feeling 

loved or unloved colored 

your perceptions of reality 

Over by the picture of the shepherd’s crook, I would like to see people who are willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again and if so to organize this later gathering. 
Over by the picture of the open door, I would like to see people who would be willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
OK, now everyone move until we have roughly the same number of people next to each poster (pause two minutes—keep asking people to shift until the groups are even). Next to the poster you will find stickers you should wear to identify which part of your mini-church you have volunteered to be. The people wearing shepherd’s crook stickers will be the leaders, so I would like each of them to grab a game envelope and a contact info sheet, and stakeout a place for their mini-church to sit. Go!
While you are doing that, I want the people wearing bridge stickers to pick up a feedback form. I would like them to relay suggestions to me about how this gathering can be improved for future use. I hope you will all please remember to pass suggestions to them (pause one minute). 

[image: image193.emf]John 15:1-17

12

My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 

13

Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friends. 

14

You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 

15

I no longer call you servants, 

because a servant does not know his master's 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, 

for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. 

16

You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 

Then the Father will give you whatever you 

ask in my name. 

17

This is my command: 

Love each other.

OK, now I would like to see mini-churches form around these leaders such that each mini-church has at least one person wearing each kind of sticker. Greet the people in your new mini-church, and sit down together. The leader should fill-out the contact info sheet (pause three minutes).
Optional Section 3: Science (3 minutes)

The question for this gathering is “How can we discover purpose in life?” Perhaps we can better understand the concept of heart in contrast to that of mind. While the heart can find purpose in unfulfilled dreams as well as in fulfilled ones, the mind aims to achieve it by calculating consequences before paths are selected. Consider Matthew 13:31.
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(Matthew 13:31-33) 31 The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches. 33 The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.
How do these parables make you feel? (pause) At a superficial level, they remind me of the major obstacle to making reliable predictions: the mysteriousness of women—no, I’m just kidding, they remind me that what seems insignificant, like a mustard seed or yeast, may turn out to be very significant after all. Scientists have a similar story about a butterfly; it’s called the “Butterfly Effect”. It tells us that a single butterfly flapping its wings in China can cause a hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico. It does not deny that hurricanes spring from complex combinations of causes, but tells us that even factors as gentle as a butterfly are potentially too significant to ignore. The proof comes from twice simulating global weather patterns on a computer, adding a perturbation as gentle as a butterfly in the second simulation. 
Optional Section 4: Experiment (2 minutes)
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To less-rigorously demonstrate the Butterfly Effect, let’s play with confetti.  I’d like each person wearing a shepherd’s crook to select a person in their mini-church who can be very consistent. Give them the bag of red confetti from the game envelope. Please raise your hand when you’ve got the confetti (pause). I’m going to count to three, and then I’d like you to throw a handful of confetti in the air, while everyone else yells the word “chaos”. Ready? One…two…three! Chaos! (pause)

[image: image197.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing 

their pros and cons, rather than outright 

rejecting or endorsing them

. 

That was fun. Did you feel something in your heart? Do you want to do it again? OK, I want everyone to do exactly what they did last time, except this time use a handful of blue confetti. If everything is exactly the same, then each piece of red confetti will become exactly covered by one piece of blue confetti. Ready? One…two…three! Chaos! (pause)

Why can’t we control confetti? Because we would have to control so many factors. Even butterflies in China can make a huge difference! Now everybody pick up just one piece of red confetti and one piece of blue. Try to drop them so that the blue falls on the red (pause). 
[image: image198.emf]” When spider webs 

unite, they can tie up 
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--

African Proverb

Ecclesiastes 11:5 tells us, “As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things.” The negative moral of the Butterfly Effect is that our minds will never have much control over the weather or over similar systems, including the stock-market, politics, ecosystems, businesses, or even our physical and mental health. Even distant butterflies can foil our plans. This explains why the control we gain from science always has been and always will be almost completely restricted to machines, agricultural centers and other manmade systems. The positive moral is that we are all like butterflies: even our gestures, smiles, kind words and so forth can ultimately have dramatic impact on our world. Our humblest actions, like tiny mustard seeds, can yield the greatest results! 

[image: image199.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing 

their pros and cons, rather than outright 

rejecting or endorsing them.

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do 

I need to die? What wrong beliefs or 

attitudes am I holding?”

This may be what Charles Reade was driving at when he said, “Sow a thought, and you reap an act; sow an act, and you reap a habit; sow a habit, and you reap a character; sow a character, and you reap a destiny.” But the truth is even more profound and complex than Reade implied: the Butterfly Effect tells us that, in God’s hands, even the slightest hesitation in the breathing of a coma patient could ultimately change the way the world ends. It tells us that the consequences of the way we are breathing at this very moment might be more significant than anything else we ever do.

I’m not sure I should put it exactly that way. Although it’s true, I can get a bit over-dramatic in presentation—have you noticed? I even scare myself. Every time I say the fate of the world may hang on whether we breathe at exactly the right moment, I start holding my breath. That’s probably not the healthiest thing; I guess I’m trying to avoid responsibility. OK, everybody take a deep breath…and release! If we just melted the polar icecaps, blame me.
Optional Section 5: The Problem of Evil 
(3 minutes)

Since it is impractical to account, in our reasoning, for every breath, mustard seed and pesky little butterfly, reason-based systems of ethics are also impractical. Consider Matthew 13:24:

[image: image200.emf]John 15:4

Remain in me, 

and I will remain 

in you.

[image: image201.emf]John 17:21-23

[Christ prays:] that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as you are in me and I 

am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. I have given them the 

glory that you gave me, that they may 

be one as we are one: I in them and 

you in me. May they be brought to 

complete unity to let the world know 

that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.

(Matthew 13:24-30) 24 The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 The owner's servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?” 28 "An enemy did this,” he replied. The servants asked him, “Do you want us to go and pull them up?”  29 "No,” he answered, “because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn."
Now skip to 47:

(Matthew 13:47-48) 47 Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.
How do these parables make you feel? (pause) I admit that a part of me is troubled by these parables. I’d like to grow only good crop and catch only good fish, I’d like to avoid all badness from the start. But these parables remind me that the more effective way to optimize both my harvest and my catch would be to delay judgment, initially accepting the bad with the good.

Likewise, I would like to recognize good goals and decisions before I act. But every decision leads to an infinite chain of consequences, so to perfectly evaluate any decision requires infinite knowledge—I would have to become God—and I can’t really expect that! Psychologists refer to our difficulty with trying to recognize good decisions as “the problem of affective forecasting”. The most famous affective forecasting experiment showed that people who win the lottery actually turn out to be no happier than average. Through this and many other experiments, psychologists have proven that the human mind is generally unreliable at predicting what will later bring joy to the heart. 

Please raise your hand if you can recall a time when something you did turned out to be less meaningful than you expected it to be (pause). Please raise your hand if you can recall a time when something you did turned out to be more meaningful than you expected it to be (pause). This is the problem with affective forecasting; the best we humans can do is to cast a broad net.
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Ironically, I think one implication of this problem is that we should not pass judgment against reason-based systems of ethics. Who knows what good they might do or what bad might result from rejecting them? If you have a heart for reasoning and forecasting, follow it! But search your heart. 
Optional Section 6: Practical Suggestions 
(5 minutes)

The question for this gathering is “How can we discover purpose in life?” Science and scripture both seem to confirm that human faculties of reason are insufficient to keep our lives purposeful—we must let our hearts take the lead. But hearts have their own vulnerabilities. Turn to Matthew 13:3-9:
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 (Matthew 13:3-9) 3 A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear. 

How does this parable make you feel? (pause) Jesus explains it in verses 18-23:
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Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. Come near to God and he will 

come near to you. Wash your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. 

Change your laughter to mourning and 

your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
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4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages us to do what 

we should

7. Generates life

8. Creates faith

9. Produces change

10. Frightens the Devil

11. Causes miracles

12. Heals hurts

13. Builds character

14. Transforms circumstances

15. Imparts joy

16. Overcomes adversity

17. Defeats temptation

18. Infuses hope

19. Releases power

20. Cleanses our minds

21. Brings things into being

22. Guarantees our future 

forever

(Matthew 13:18-23) 18 Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.
On the surface, I see a metaphor between situations a teacher might face and situations a farmer might face. It sounds to me like Jesus is explaining why we may fail to learn what He taught. Learners may be in one or more situations that need to be dealt with just like soil may need to be prepared before planting or a caterpillar may need to spend time in a cocoon before it can become a butterfly. In practical terms, giving a good lecture is only one of the four challenges a course on “Why live?” might have to overcome. Let’s consider the other three.

[image: image206.emf]Becoming Self-Aware

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my 

spouse/friend/child/parent/God today?

How did I spend my time/money today? 

What has been drawing my attention in the last 

three minutes?

Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete truth? But why is that?

The situation of the thorny ground represents that of someone who “…hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.”  Thorny soil is fertile, but wastes resources on what will later be found useless. When humans waste their resources, we call it “distraction”. They have no time to notice butterflies. Please raise your hand if distraction has ever prevented you or someone you know from following leadings of the heart (pause). 
[image: image207.emf]In Your Mini-church 

(remaining time)

• Share a brief description of the topic, 

question or activity you recommend 

• Address some or all of these inspirations 

simultaneously or sequentially as you feel 

called

• Reconvene later if appropriate

• Please remember to give feedback to the 

people wearing a 

bridge

sticker

[image: image208.emf]Seven Practical Suggestions:

1. Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer 

giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask 

God where to go next. 

2. Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in 

worship and in the practical matters of living.

3. Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 

4. Find at least one person who can and will champion 

each mode in which perspectives can be considered. 

5. Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and 

cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

6. Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to 

die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”

7. Write down what we learn, or post it online. 

The remedy for this situation is often called “rebuke”. Jesus instructed us, “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.” 
 Jesus demonstrated the procedure on a man distracted by wealth,
 disciples distracted by status,
 a man distracted by reasoning,
 and people distracted by their relationships with loved ones.
 These were all people who asked for advice, so I don’t think Jesus was endorsing unsolicited criticism. Rather, Jesus waited for each man to ask for advice then responded by challenging him to completely discard his distraction, as though it were a weed. 

Optional Section 7: Rebuke (30 seconds)

[image: image209.emf]In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my 

spouse/friend/child/parent

/God today?

How did I spend my 

time/money today? 

What has been drawing my 

attention in the last three 

minutes?

Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete 

truth? But why is that?

Brainstorm Shackles

• Anger

• Lust

• Dissatisfaction

• Careless speech 

• Defensiveness 

• Hate

• (add more)

Not all hearts are led to the same projects, so what is purpose to one person may be distraction to another. One way to rebuke each other is to list many projects and then ask, “In which ones do we invest without heart?” For example, consider financial power, reputation, understanding, freedom, possessions, institutions (such as nations, businesses and churches), marriages, friendships, video games and even talents. Do you pursue any of these, even though your heart is not in it?
Optional Section 8: Brainstorm (4 minutes)

[image: image210.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

I’d like you to add to this list by brainstorming other potential distractions. I’d like the people wearing bridge stickers to record them on the feedback sheet.  Don’t judge what belongs on the lists or not, just write down as much as you can. Since some people don’t like being put on the spot, we’ll just spend three minutes getting started, then shift to something else while people process their thoughts. I’ll give you a chance to finish later (pause three minutes). 
OK, the three minutes are up. Please return your attention to me. 

(Continuation of Section 6)

[image: image211.jpg]


The situation of the rocky places represents that of someone who “…hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.” Imagine a big slab of rock covered with just an inch of soil. It eventually kills plants because they can’t take root. When the potential distractions we just listed function this way, we might call them “expectations”. For example, consider John the Baptist’s expectation about freedom: he didn’t worry about it at all until he was thrown in prison, but then his expectation that he be free disturbed him so much that he began to express doubts about the very message he himself had been preaching!
 A person like John, stuck on expectation, may have plenty of time to appreciate butterflies, but will dismiss them as unimportant. Please raise your hand if you have ever been or known someone stuck on an expectation (pause). 
[image: image212.emf]John 6:35

I am the bread of life. He who comes 

to me will never go hungry.

…

ask whatever you wish, and it will 

be given you…You will

…

bear much 

fruit…and become…even more 

fruitful.

John 15:7, 5, 2 and 11

[image: image213.emf]John 8:12

I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.

…

everything that I learned from 

my Father I have made known to 

you.

John 15:15

[image: image214.emf]John 10:11

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 

and my sheep know me-- just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father... 

there shall be one flock and one 

shepherd

To those connected to Him as branches 

to a vine, Jesus promises to “choose”

them and appoint them to “bear fruit--

fruit that will last ”

John 15:16

The remedy to expectation is called “discipline”, though Jesus advises us to let the church determine whether discipline really is necessary, and that only after first confronting the person privately and then with witnesses.
 If discipline is necessary, the Bible says, “…hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord,”
 then later “…forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”
 Psychologists of other faiths have other words to explain the underlying mechanisms of discipline, but generally agree that it can be an essential part of healthy development. 
[image: image215.emf]Standards for Sources of Truth

1. (Intuitive)

2. (Unambiguous)

3. (Comprehensive)

4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages each person to do what 

he or she should

[image: image216.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature and 

speech that reveal potential motives and 

hope for change

3. Delegate the situation to God through a 

ritual of humility with thanksgiving

4. Exercise our new freedom

5. Monitor progress, and start smaller if 

stumbling

The situation of the path represents that of someone who “…hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it.” The message about the kingdom is accessible to people of all IQs, but inaccessible to people with broken hearts. As King David put it, “When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.”
 A beautiful butterfly might alarmingly cause such a person to break into inexplicable tears.
The word I think best describes the situation of a path is “trampled”. Think of Job or someone else who lost their child in an accident. Again and again, they ask “Why?” unable to understand any answer. When I am in that state, there is little point in telling me to trust God, to accept divine justice, to rejoice in the rewards I will receive later or to be thankful for what I will learn or for the new relationships I will gain. In my stupor of heartbreak, it seems that these commands demand a lot more than we realize, and I start to doubt that any of us really understands what we are talking about. We understand in our heads, but I begin to doubt we really understand in our hearts. Please raise your hand if you’ve ever been or known someone in a stupor of heartbreak… (pause)
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The remedy to heartbreak is called “sympathy” or “encouragement”. We rejuvenate soil by mixing topsoil into it, and we rejuvenate people by mixing a bit of our lives into theirs. Hebrews 13:3 tells us “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” Psychiatrists of most faiths recognize the power of encouragement, and try to arrange for it through what they call “support groups”. 

Optional Section 9: Testimony (6 minutes)

[image: image218.emf]Whoever welcomes one of these 

little children in my name 

welcomes me; and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome 

me but the one who sent me.

Mark 9:37

…where two or three come together 

in my name, there am I with them.

Matthew 18:20

[image: image219.emf]John 11:25

I am the resurrection and the life. He 

who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives 

and believes in me will never die.

If you obey my commands, you will 

remain in my love, just as I have 

obeyed my Father's commands and 

remain in his love.

John 15:10

I’d like you to practice encouragement in your mini-church now. Let anyone who is willing describe a time when their heart was broken by physical pain, stress, confusion, need, embarrassment, injustice, loss, loneliness, sickness, addiction, feeling trapped or other distress. Explain what made it so difficult, so that others can better imagine your pain. The people wearing bridge stickers can take notes on the feedback sheet. We’ll spend just five minutes now and finish later, so it’s OK if not everyone gets a turn right now (pause five minutes).

[image: image220.emf]John 14:6

I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.

Jesus relays the Father’s power, 

love, knowledge and 

commands.

John 15:16, 9, 15 and 10

OK, the five minutes are up. 

Paul’s final charge to his protégé, Timothy, was to spread Jesus’ message, preparing learners through the three activities we just discussed—discipline, rebuke and encouragement.
 This assures me that we are to have more than just a purpose—we are to have the joy of feeling that purpose in our hearts.

(Continuation of Main Text)
The question for this gathering is “How can we discover purpose in life?” Humans cite reasons to believe that the life of a president holds more purpose than that of a coma patient, or that the life of a missionary holds more than that of a pimp, but I think scripture and science both confirm that to correctly discern purposefulness is beyond the capacity of human reason. Trying to work through all the necessary equations would be like striving after wind, trying to account for distant butterflies. On the other hand, I think purposefulness can be appreciated by our hearts, though hearts are vulnerable to distraction, expectation and heartbreak. If I’m right, then purpose isn’t something we can discover on our own—by reading a book or attending a lecture—we need communities like Timothy’s to provide us not only with words, but also with discipline, rebuke and encouragement. Alone, humans can seem two-dimensional, even to ourselves, but God’s loving embrace reveals the precious treasures we truly are.
The rest of this gathering will take the form of an open dialogue. If you want a structure for this discussion—and please do feel free to do something else more tailored to your group—you might consider the questions on the feedback sheet picked up by the person wearing a bridge sticker. But first let’s pray…

Dear God, we thank and praise You for creating a world in which even our slightest gestures can, like a mustard seed, produce the greatest result. We thank You for creating a world in which it makes sense to delay judgment as it makes sense for a fisherman to cast a broad net. We especially thank You for giving us more than mere purpose in our lives, for giving us hearts that can feel our purposefulness. Thank You for loving us so much, Lord. We ask You to fill us with your Spirit of truth, connecting us to our hearts and to You. Guide our hearts to encourage those around us, to help identify distractions and to maintain discipline, especially right now. This we pray so far as it be Your will. Amen. 

You may use all the remaining time, and your leader can reconvene your group later if appropriate. Please remember to give your feedback to the people wearing bridge stickers so they can relay your discoveries to me. If you know of other relevant parts of the Bible or other texts, please be sure to mention them on the feedback sheet as well.
Feeling Purpose — Feedback Sheet
Number of people in your mini-church:
______
Number who have done something less meaningful than 
   they expected:
______
Number who have done something more meaningful than 
   they expected:
______
Number who have been or known someone distracted from 
   purpose:
______
Number who have been or known someone stuck on 
   expectation:
______ 
Number who have been or known someone confused by 
   heartbreak:
______ 

1. On the back of this sheet, list potential distractions (write as many as possible without judging). 

2. Describe times when someone suffered heartbreak:
3. Describe times when someone followed his/her heart:
4. What suggestions were given for improving this gathering? (Please be sure to list relevant parts of the Bible or other texts!)
[image: image221.emf]In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

• A time you felt loved because 

someone trusted you

• A relationship blocked by fear this 

won’t happen

• Anything else you are inspired to 

share

[image: image222.emf]Matthew 18:1-5

1

At that time the disciples came to Jesus 

and asked, "Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?" 

2

He called a little child 

and had him stand among them. 

3

And he 

said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change 

and become like little children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4

Therefore, 

whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5

And 

whoever welcomes a little child like this in my 

name welcomes me.”

Other feedback:

Author’s Bias

Some friends who grew up with the Bible told me that they expected atheists to feel terribly lonely and confused and lack any real sense of purpose in their lives. They developed this expectation, I think, by trying to imagine what it would be like to become atheists themselves. Their sense of purpose would disappear; they would be left searching for new answers, and they would no longer be able to turn to their usual sources of comfort and companionship.

Ironically, those horror stories about atheism were the realities I initially faced when I tried to convert in the opposite direction: from atheism to Christianity. As hard as it may be for some people to imagine, I was quite inspired with atheism, and it took some very special pressure to change that. Just as no one could reasonably have expected me to “stand firm” under that special pressure, I cannot reasonably expect anyone who has not faced it to believe as I do.

My initial attempts to convert to Christianity began before encountering that pressure. Since I believed that Christianity was absurd, I figured that a sincere effort to convert could do no harm, and would probably yield an interesting experiment. However, such effort turned out to require relinquishing my standards of truth, and therefore completely undermined my confidence that life had purpose. I suddenly began to feel very lonely and in need of new answers to the major questions of life. Giving up atheism had plunged me into all the pain a Christ-follower might expect to face upon giving up Christ.

Atheism is not stupid, ineffective or even arrogant. A glorious sunrise can bring some atheists to the same humble sense of awe it brings Christ-followers—atheists simply do not label it “worship”. Furthermore, some atheists follow Jesus’ commands better than most Christ-followers; people like Gandhi, Einstein and Mother Teresa together prove that no religion corners the market on good behavior. And well-behaved atheists have perfectly coherent explanations for why they act and believe as they do—their good behavior is no more “unstable” than my own today. 

Why, then, do I now strive to follow Christ? Here’s a typical story in my life: The other day, I was feeling unthankful, so I prayed that God would “remove the bitterness in my heart”. I prayed with a dry heart, knowing that I could not pray as sincerely as I should, and not really expecting God to reward me for being a cry-baby. A few minutes later, I boarded a public bus and sat next to a tough old man. With as much cheer I could muster, I said, “Hi! How are you doing?”

“Not so good. How about you?” he replied.

“I’m OK…did you say ‘Not so good’?”

“Yeah, I’m not doing so good today.” 

“Is there any special way I can pray for you?” I asked.

He began to tell me about the pain in his legs, his back and his shoulders, but he was really telling me about his loneliness. His children and grandchildren had just kicked him out onto the street, and he wasn’t sure where he would be spending the night. He had gotten on a bus, not sure where he wanted to go, and was just watching all the people get on and off. He felt completely abandoned. 

But somehow he realized that I felt his pain in my own heart. He suddenly threw his jacket over his face and began to cry. “God sent you to me! You got on this bus, and you walked right over to me!” 

I began to cry too, because I felt that God had sent this man to answer my own prayer. We held hands and cried for about ten minutes, as though nothing else in the world mattered. As he poured out his story, I marveled at God’s wisdom: a charming encourager might have given me a short-lived taste of joy, but instead God gave me a tough old man clinging to his last scrap of faith. Instead of sending me encouraging words, God sent me proof that no matter how broken I am, He can use me to touch others the way this broken man was now touching me. And that will be all that matters. 

I would have cared just as much about this man when I was an atheist. In fact, as an atheist, I was much more passionate about ridding our world of pain. But, as an atheist, I would not have prayed, so I would not have considered him a God-send. Thus, my beliefs about God transform my interpretation of reality. I don’t think I’ve become a kinder person, smarter or more effective—I just interpret reality in a different way, a way that repeatedly confirms my theories about God. I entered this state through an insincere choice. Now I would be insincere to leave. That’s the special pressure I face. 

Not all interpretations of reality are equally good, but, unless people are tolerant, I think the vast majority would treat me as self-deluded and expect me to treat them the same in return. Such isolation is practical only if great truths can be learned individually. But, as long as I interpret reality as I do, I feel as though Jesus continues to draw me closer, to humble me and awaken love within me through interactions with people who do not share my own theories about God, people like the man on the bus. I am quite convinced that it is they who are the more obedient to Jesus’ great commission—it is through them that I find humility and love, so it is they who “push” true Christianity on me! I believe that Jesus touches me through all people, so I strive to eliminate any obstacle between us, especially any habit of "pushing" my own doctrine on others.

How to Use This Book

Using this book for personal study: This book was not designed for personal study, but it can help individual readers in certain ways. Be warned that the opinions contained in this book (and the ways they are expressed) are better suited to provoke discussion. They are my honest opinions, but I happen to be someone whose opinions raise questions. Individual readers may therefore find it best to ignore the opinions, and make use only of the compilation of scripture and scientific research. This book may be an especially good source of “provocative” scripture and scientific research.

· For research related to group intellect, turn to Gathering 1.

· For research related to moral standards, turn to Gathering 2.

· For research related to relationships (to God, etc.), turn to Gathering 3.

· For research related to social health, turn to Gathering 4.

· For research related to spirituality, turn to Gathering 5.

· For research related to strategy development, turn to Gathering 6.
Using this book as a supplementary text for Introduction to Philosophy: Since this book rejects analytic philosophical traditions, it is less vulnerable to the criticism that it “gives too much away to its opponents” by adapting its presentation to an unsympathetic framework of philosophical rituals. It may therefore be useful to philosophy teachers who would like to present an “other side” of the issues. Leading a class through the corresponding gathering before presenting a philosophical topic may help motivate the material, put it in context, and help students appreciate the perspectives of “trouble-maker” classmates who feel driven to dismiss philosophical material on scientific, religious or pragmatic grounds. Making every fifth class meeting a gathering would also cater to a wider range of learning styles. The philosophical topics corresponding to the gatherings are as follows:

Gathering 1: Theories of truth and knowledge

Gathering 2: Freewill/causality

Gathering 3: Theory of mind (existence of God)

Gathering 4: Justice/social philosophy

Gathering 5: Logic/philosophy of language

Gathering 6: Personal ethics (problem of evil)
Using this book as curriculum for small group study: The topics of these gatherings are of natural interest to groups who meet regularly to engage in spiritual study, and they are easily adapted to small group format.
Plan to meet for 1½ - 2 hours each time. When you meet, open with prayer, then read through a gathering aloud together, engaging in the group activities and questions as they arise. If the group usually has less than a dozen attendees, then skip the “Mini-Church Formation” section of each gathering, delegating the roles associated with the shepherd’s crook and bridge before you meet. 

Ideally you will meet 12-24 times, so each gathering can be followed-up with one or more additional meetings in which the group practices the skills described in the gatherings and study related scripture (following the procedure developed in the first gathering). I will endeavor to compile your scripture recommendations on the website associated with these gatherings. Here is my list so far (they may need to be abridged or split across multiple meetings because of their length):

Gathering 1
Skills to practice: Group Study
Suggested scripture: 1 Corinthians 12-14

Gathering 2
Skills to practice: Edifying Confession
Suggested scripture: Matthew 7:1-5; John 13:34-35; Romans 12:6-18; 14:1-19; 16:16; Galatians 5:13-26; Ephesians 4:2-3, 25-32; Colossians 3:8-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-15; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24-25; 12:14-17; James 4:11-12; 5:14-16; 1 Peter 1:22; 3:8-11; 4:8-11; 5:14; 1 John 2:7-11; 3:14-24; 4:7-21

Gathering 3
Skills to practice: Deepening Relationships
Suggested scripture: John 13-14*
Gathering 4
Skills to practice: Grace
Suggested scripture: Matthew 18:21-35; The Book of Philemon

Gathering 5
Skills to practice: Connecting to the Spiritual 
Suggested scripture: Psalm 91; Ephesians 6:10-18

Gathering 6
Skills to practice: Rebuke, Discipline and Encouragement
Suggested scripture: The Book of Ecclesiastes

Using this book for a spiritual retreat: The six gatherings together can provide the program for an entire two-day spiritual retreat, with the first three gatherings conducted on the first day and the second three on the second. There should be a brief (ten-minute) break at the end of each gathering, followed by a scheduled opportunity for group meeting, then an opportunity for personal reflection before the next gathering. The retreat may be advertised as “an intense bonding experience in which participants will discover themselves as part of a community facing unfathomable reality”.
Using this book for stand-alone gatherings: These gatherings were designed to address the needs of people who, for one reason or another, are not willing to commit to more than a single meeting. I believe that such people nonetheless desire wisdom, freedom, love, peace, spirituality and purpose, so I wanted to find ways to work around that time constraint. In other words, I believe that personal study, courses (or sermon series), small groups and retreats are not enough to serve everyone in our community. If you find the material in these gatherings valuable, please pray that it will not be restricted to those four forms of presentation.  

If you want to host a gathering for your general community (e.g. in a church, community center or school), it might help to invite people of diverse faiths (and to have it co-hosted by diverse faith groups). Advertise it as a stand-alone gathering, specifying the topic, meeting time and place, and the fact that it will involve interfaith dialogue. 

If you want to host a gathering in your company, it might help to advertise it under a subtitle like:

Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding: 

Giving Our Organization Super-human Intelligence

Breaking Invisible Shackles: 

Our Organization as Incubator of Personal Growth

Personal Relationship: 

Enriching our Organization’s Infrastructure

Peace on Earth: 
            Peace in Our Organization

Prayer Beyond Words: 
            Discussing the Spiritual

Feeling Purpose: 

How Our Organization Can Deliver True Satisfaction 

Contact Info Sheet (Shepherds’)

Name: ____________________________
Sticker: __Shepherd__

Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________

Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________


Name: ____________________________
Sticker: ____________
Phone/email: ___________________________________________
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� All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken (with emphasis added) from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.


� 2 Timothy 3:7


� Matthew 18:15-17


� John 17:17
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� 2 Peter 3:16
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� Matthew 13:13-14
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� Philippians 1:6


� All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken (with emphasis added) from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.


� John 17:21-23
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� Mark 9:37


� Matthew 18:20
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� John 4:22


� Luke 10:30-37
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� Acts 17:34
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� 1 John 4:18


� John 6:56


� 1 John 3:24


� All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken (with emphasis added) from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.


� Mark 9:34 and Luke 9:46


� Mark 9:49-50


� John 8:1-11


� John 4:22 and Acts 17:23


� Romans 14:1-23 and 1 Corinthians 8:7-13. The non-Christian ritual Paul mentioned was actually practiced by (confused) Christ-followers. We can infer that Paul would likewise urge us to maintain reverent silence during Buddhist meditation, to refrain from proposing purely religious arguments at scientific conferences, etc.   


� Matthew 13:24-30 and 37-43


� Philemon 1:16-18


� Matthew 9:9, Luke 19:1-9


� Luke 10:25-37


� Matthew 17:27
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� 1 Corinthians 5:11
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� All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken (with emphasis added) from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.
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� 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21
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� Genesis 41:1-7, Numbers 22-24, Judges 7:13-14, 1 Samuel 28:13-19, Daniel 4:4-17, Daniel 5:5, Acts 16:17 (etc.)
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� Isaiah 29:13


� All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken (with emphasis added) from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.


� Luke 17:20-21


� Matthew 6:33
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� Psalms 16:7
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[image: image223.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature 

and speech that reveal potential 

motives and hope for change

[image: image224.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature and 

speech that reveal potential motives and 

hope for change

3. Delegate the situation to God through 

a ritual of humility with thanksgiving

[image: image225.emf]Matthew 18:6-9

6

But if anyone causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to 

have a large millstone hung around his neck and to 

be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

7

Woe to the 

world because of the things that cause people to 

sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man 

through whom they come! 

8

If your hand or your 

foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It 

is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled 

than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown 

into eternal fire. 

9

And if your eye causes you to sin, 

gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 

enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and 

be thrown into the fire of hell.

[image: image226.emf]Breaking Invisible Shackles

1. Adopt a discipline of examining motives

2. Surround ourselves with literature and 

speech that reveal potential motives and 

hope for change

3. Delegate the situation to God through a 

ritual of humility with thanksgiving

4. Exercise our new freedom

[image: image227.wmf]Personal 

Relationship

[image: image228.jpg]


[image: image229.emf]Matthew 18:10-14

10

See that you do not look down on one of 

these little ones. For I tell you that their 

angels in heaven always see the face of my 

Father in heaven. 

12

What do you think? If a 

man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 

them wanders away, will he not leave the 

ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the 

one that wandered off? 

13

And if he finds it, I 

tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 

sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 

wander off. 

14

In the same way your Father 

in heaven is not willing that any of these little 

ones should be lost.

[image: image230.emf]Matthew 18:15-18

15

If your brother sins against you, go and 

show him his fault, just between the two of 

you. If he listens to you, you have won your 

brother over. 

16

But if he will not listen, take 

one or two others along, so that 'every matter 

may be established by the testimony of two 

or three witnesses.' 

17

If he refuses to listen 

to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, treat him as you 

would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18

I tell you 

the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.

[image: image231.emf]Mark 9:49-50

Everyone will be salted with 

fire. Salt is good, but if it 

loses its saltiness, how 

can you make it salty 

again? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at 

peace with each other .

[image: image232.emf]Matthew 13:29-30

…while you are 

pulling the weeds, 

you may root up the 

wheat with them. Let 

both grow together 

until the harvest.

[image: image233.emf]Philemon 1:16-18

He is very dear to me but even 

dearer to you, both as a man 

and as a brother in the Lord. 

So if you consider me a 

partner, welcome him as you 

would welcome me. If he has 

done you any wrong or owes 

you anything, charge it to me.

[image: image234.jpg]


[image: image235.wmf]Form Mini

-

churches!

•

Each mini

-

church should have at least 

one pair with each kind of sticker

•

Greet each other

•

Sit down together

•

The leaders (

Shepherd

’

s crook

) should 

collect contact information 

•

The pair wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

[image: image236.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(3 minutes)

•

Fetus

•

Child

•

Machine

•

Ape

•

Dolphin

•

Coma patient

•

Mentally ill

•

Soldier

•

Line worker

•

Racial minority

•

Class minority

•

Convict

•

Corporation

•

Pet

•

Fictional character

•

Piece of music

•

Mountain

•

Algorithm/gene

Brainstorm

: Entities with which some people 

seem able to have personal relationships yet 

others do not

[image: image237.emf]Matthew 17:27

So that we may not offend 

them, go to the lake and 

throw out your line. Take 

the first fish you catch; open 

its mouth and you will find a 

four -drachma coin. Take it 

and give it to them for my 

tax and yours

.

[image: image238.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone contributed to your 

relationship

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

[image: image239.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone reached common 

understanding with you

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

[image: image240.emf]Acts 2:44-45

All the believers were 

together and had 

everything in common. 

Selling their possessions 

and goods, they gave to 

anyone as he had need.

[image: image241.emf]You must not associate with anyone who 

calls himself a brother but is sexually 

immoral or greedy, an idolater or a 

slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. 

With such a man do not even eat.

1 Corinthians 5:11

[Later:] Now instead, you ought to forgive 

and comfort him, so that he will not be 

overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2 Corinthians 2:7

[image: image242.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone respected you

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

[image: image243.emf]1 Corinthians 2:1-14

6

We do, however, speak a message of 

wisdom among the mature, but not the 

wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 

who are coming to nothing. 

7

No, we speak of 

God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been 

hidden and that God destined for our glory 

before time began. 

8

None of the rulers of this 

age understood it, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9

However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, 

no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 

what God has prepared for those who love 

him"--

10

but God has revealed it to us by his 

Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the 

deep things of God….

[image: image244.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

•

A time you felt loved because 

someone brought you closer to God

•

A relationship blocked by fear this 

won

’

t happen

•

Anything else you are inspired to 

share

[image: image245.wmf]John 15:1

-

4

I am the true 

vine

…

Remain in me 

and I will remain in 

you

.

[image: image246.emf]1 Corinthians 2:1-14

11

For who among men knows the thoughts 

of a man except the man's spirit within him? In 

the same way no one knows the thoughts of 

God except the Spirit of God. 

12

We have not 

received the spirit of the world but the Spirit 

who is from God, that we may understand 

what God has freely given us. 

13

This is what 

we speak, not in words taught us by human 

wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 

expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 

14

The man without the Spirit does not accept 

the things that come from the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

[image: image247.emf]Pair Game

(3 Minutes)

• Randomly pick the first “asker”

• Asker guesses kinds of people, 

places, things or activities you 

might have in common

• Correct guess--Add one point 

• Incorrect guess--Switch “asker”

[image: image248.wmf]Relationship Skills

1.

Generosity

[image: image249.wmf]Relationship Skills

1.

Generosity

2.

Communication

[image: image250.wmf]Relationship Skills

1.

Generosity

2.

Communication

3.

Trust

[image: image251.wmf]Relationship Skills

1.

Generosity

2.

Communication

3.

Trust

4.

Respect

[image: image252.emf]Ephesians 4:11-16

11

It was he [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, 

some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 

some to be pastors and teachers, 

12

to prepare 

God's people for works of service, so that the body 

of Christ may be built up 

13

until we all reach unity 

in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ. 

14

Then we will 

no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 

teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 

in their deceitful scheming. 

15

Instead, speaking 

the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into 

him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

16

From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work.

[image: image253.emf]Ephesians 4:15

Instead, speaking the 

truth in love, we will in all 

things grow up into him 

who is the Head, that is, 

Christ. 

[image: image254.wmf]Relationship Skills

1.

Generosity

2.

Communication

3.

Trust

4.

Respect

5.

Godliness

[image: image255.emf]Pair Up!

• Raise your hand

• Diverse pairs—define diversity 

for yourself

• Shake hands

• Sit down together

[image: image256.emf]John 17:17

Your word is 

truth.

[image: image257.jpg]


[image: image258.wmf]Form Mini

-

churches!

•

Each mini

-

church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

•

Greet each other

•

Sit down together

•

The leader (

Shepherd

’

s crook

) should 

collect contact information and game 

envelope

•

The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

[image: image259.emf]1 Corinthians 2:10

God has 

revealed it to us 

by his Spirit …

[image: image260.wmf]The 

“

Public Goods Game

”

•

Typically 20 rounds 

•

5 Players (each starts with $20) 

•

Each player contributes from $0 to $5 to 

the public pot in each round 

•

The economist doubles the money in the 

public pot at the end of each round, then 

divides it evenly among 

all five players

(no matter how many have contributed in 

that round)

[image: image261.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(7 minutes)

•

Five people with the most financial experience 

are the players (others are the facilitators)

•

Each player starts with 20 

“

love

-

bucks

”

•

Pass in offering envelopes in each round (must 

contain zero to five 

“

love

-

bucks

”

)

•

The facilitators double the money in the public 

pot at the end of each round, then deals it into 

five equal piles, putting any remainder in the 

bank. Each player gets a pile

•

Play as many rounds as you can

[image: image262.emf]Six Things To Do:

1. Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

2. Expose unacknowledged sin

3. Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

4. Ask “What do you think others owe 

you?” and pay disputed debts 

through the church 

[image: image263.emf]Feeling

Purpose

[image: image264.emf]2 Corinthians 3:15-16

Even to this day when 

Moses is read, a veil 

covers their hearts. But 

whenever anyone turns 

to the Lord, the veil is 

taken away .

[image: image265.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(5 minutes)

Share a

time when you or someone you 

know was in a dispute that couldn

’

t be 

resolved with a pillow fight.

•

Did a group have to cripple itself by 

ceasing to rely on someone they once 

trusted?

•

Were people too 

fightened

to reach out 

to a lost sheep? 

[image: image266.emf]Isaiah 29:13

These people come near to 

me with their mouth and 

honor me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me. 

Their worship of me is 

made up only of rules 

taught by men.

[image: image267.emf]Psalm 19:1-11

1

The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

2

Day 

after day they pour forth speech; night after 

night they display knowledge. 

3

There is no 

speech or language where their voice is not 

heard. 

4

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. In the 

heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,

5

which is like a bridegroom coming forth from 

his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his 

course. 

6

It rises at one end of the heavens and 

makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden 

from its heat.

[image: image268.emf]Matthew 13:44-46

44

The kingdom of heaven is like a 

treasure hidden in a field. When a 

man found it, he hid it again, and 

then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field. 

45

Again, 

the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant looking for fine pearls. 

46

When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and bought it.

[image: image269.emf]John 15:1-17

1

I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

gardener. 

2

He cuts off every branch in me 

that bears no fruit, while every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 

even more fruitful. 

3

You are already clean 

because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless 

you remain in me. 

5

I am the vine; you are the 

branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, 

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 

do nothing…

[image: image270.emf]In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

Brainstorm potential standards for 

sources of truth 

1. (Intuitive)

2. (Unambiguous)

3. (Comprehensive)

4. (Persuasive)

5. (Pragmatic)

6. Encourages us to do what 

we should

7. Generates life

8. Creates faith

9. Produces change

10. Frightens the Devil

11. Causes miracles

12. Heals hurts

13. Builds character

14. Transforms circumstances

15. Imparts joy

16. Overcomes adversity

17. Defeats temptation

18. Infuses hope

19. Releases power

20. Cleanses our minds

21. Brings things into being

22. Guarantees our future 

forever

[image: image271.emf]The kingdom of god does not come with 

your careful observation, nor will people 

say, “Here it is,” or “There it is,” because 

the kingdom of god is within you.

Luke 17:20-21

Seek first the kingdom of god...

Matthew 6:33 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth, as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

[image: image272.emf]The “Public Goods Game”

Currencies

1. Money

2. Material Things

3. Appreciation

4. Affection

5. Honesty

6. Trust

7. Thoughtfulness

8. Attention

9. Commitment

10. Forgiveness

Communities

1. Marriages 

2. Nations

3. Families

4. Industries

5. Workgroups

6. Classrooms

7. Neighborhoods

8. Friendships

9. Gangs, and

10. Churches

[image: image273.emf]In Your Mini-church

Add to these lists (3 minutes)

Currencies

1. Money

2. Material Things

3. Appreciation

4. Affection

5. Honesty

6. Trust

7. Thoughtfulness

8. Attention

9. Commitment

10. Forgiveness

Communities

1. Marriages 

2. Nations

3. Families

4. Industries

5. Workgroups

6. Classrooms

7. Neighborhoods

8. Friendships

9. Gangs, and

10. Churches

[image: image274.emf]The good man brings good 

things out of the good stored 

up in his heart…

Luke 6:45

I will praise the Lord, who 

counsels me; even at night 

my heart instructs me.

Psalms 16:7

[image: image275.wmf]Peace on Earth

[image: image276.wmf]Six Things To Do:

1.

Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

[image: image277.wmf]Six Things To Do:

1.

Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

2.

Expose unacknowledged sin

[image: image278.wmf]Six Things To Do:

1.

Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

2.

Expose unacknowledged sin

3.

Sponsor forgiveness for the 

repentant 

[image: image279.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we should aim towards perfection.

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image280.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we can reliably grow towards divine wisdom. 

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image281.emf]Matthew 13:31-33

31

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 

32

Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, 

yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden 

plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 

the air come and perch in its branches. 

33

The 

kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed into a large amount of flour until 

it worked all through the dough.

[image: image282.emf]Six Things To Do:

1. Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

2. Expose unacknowledged sin

3. Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

4. Ask “What do you think others owe 

you?” and pay disputed debts through 

the church 

5. Give only to those who will appreciate.

[image: image283.emf]Relationship Skills

1. Generosity

2. Communication

3. Trust

4. Respect

5. Godliness

6. Attachment

[image: image284.emf]Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

24

The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 

25

But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

26

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, 

then the weeds also appeared. 

27

The owner's 

servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn't you 

sow good seed in your field? Where then did 

the weeds come from?”

28

"An enemy did this,”

he replied. The servants asked him, “Do you 

want us to go and pull them up?”

[image: image285.emf]Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to 

recognize whether the group should meet 

again, and if so to organize this later 

gathering. 

Open Door-

Willing and able to provide a 

place for this later gathering 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative 

ways for different parts of the mini-church 

to appreciate each other.

[image: image286.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we should strive for complete harmony. 

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image287.wmf]Prayer 

Beyond 

Words

[image: image288.emf]Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

29

"No,” he answered, “because while you are 

pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat 

with them. 

30

Let both grow together until the 

harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 

First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles 

to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it 

into my barn.“…

47

Once again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a net that was let down into the 

lake and caught all kinds of fish. 

48

When it 

was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. 

Then they sat down and collected the good fish 

in baskets, but threw the bad away.

[image: image289.emf]Matthew 13:1-8

3

A farmer went out to sow his seed. 

4

As he 

was scattering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. 

5

Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 

have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 

because the soil was shallow. 

6

But when 

the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 

and they withered because they had no root. 

7

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew 

up and choked the plants. 

8

Still other seed 

fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a 

hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 

9

He who has ears, let him hear.

[image: image290.emf]Matthew 13:18-23

18

Listen then to what the parable of the 

sower means: 

19

When anyone hears 

the message about the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what was 

sown in his heart. This is the seed sown 

along the path. 

20

The one who 

received the seed that fell on rocky 

places is the man who hears the word 

and at once receives it with joy. 

21

But 

since he has no root, he lasts only a 

short time…

[image: image291.emf]In Your Mini-church

• Select a Dictator, and give him/her the 

twenty “love bucks” from the game 

envelope.

• The Dictator decides how to split the 

twenty-bucks, returning their own share to 

the game envelope and putting the other 

player’s share in the offering envelope.

• This is a private decision, so no one else 

look.

[image: image292.wmf]Barna

Group 

“

State of the 

Church

”

survey

(US 2005)

Non-

Christian

21%

Non-

Committed 

Christians

39%

Committed 

Christians

40%

Americans (self-reported), 2005

[image: image293.wmf]Form Mini

-

churches!

•

Each mini

-

church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

•

Greet each other

•

Sit down together

•

The leader (

Shepherd

’

s crook

) should 

collect contact information 

•

The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

[image: image294.wmf]Prayer 

Beyond 

Words

[image: image295.wmf]3 Suggestions for Finding 

“

Prayer Muscles

”

1.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual 

experiences

[image: image296.wmf]3 Suggestions for Finding 

“

Prayer Muscles

”

1.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual 

experiences

2.

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver 

imagining a dive before executing it 

[image: image297.emf]Matthew 13:18-23

…

When trouble or persecution comes 

because of the word, he quickly falls 

away. 

22

The one who received the 

seed that fell among the thorns is the 

man who hears the word, but the 

worries of this life and the deceitfulness 

of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 

23

But the one who received the seed 

that fell on good soil is the man who 

hears the word and understands it. He 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, 

sixty or thirty times what was sown.

[image: image298.wmf]3 Suggestions for Finding 

“

Prayer Muscles

”

1.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual 

experiences

2.

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver 

imagining a dive before executing it

3.

Put yourself in an environment that 

focuses you on an accurate image of 

God

[image: image299.wmf]P.E.A.R.

(Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research)

Proven to enhance spiritual efficacy 

(on average):

•

Small intimate groups

•

Group rituals

•

Sacred sites

•

Musical and theatrical performances

•

Charismatic events

•

Cooperation with someone of the opposite 

sex (especially if emotionally bonded)

[image: image300.wmf]P.E.A.R.

(Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research)

Reports of successful 

“

operators

”

: 

•

“

Resonance

”

or 

“

bond

”

with the target

•

“

Surrendering sense of identity

”

to 

“

merge

”

with the target

•

“

Exchanging roles

”

with the target

•

“

Falling in love

”

with the target

•

“

Having fun

”

with the target

•

Experiencing the target as a person 

(

“

anthropomorphism

”

) 

[image: image301.wmf]3 Suggestions for Finding 

“

Prayer Muscles

”

1.

Recreate or recall previous spiritual 

experiences

2.

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver 

imagining a dive before executing it

3.

Put yourself in an environment that 

focuses you on an accurate image of 

God

[image: image302.emf]Hand this man over to Satan, so 

that the sinful nature may be 

destroyed and his spirit saved on 

the day of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 5:5

[Then later] …forgive and comfort 

him, so that he will not be 

overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2 Corinthians 2:7

[image: image303.emf]2 Timothy 4:2

Preach the Word; be 

prepared in season 

and out of season; 

correct, rebuke and 

encourage

[image: image304.wmf]I Am

Alive

You have always given me all I 

needed to survive. 

Fear for survival is silenced, 

and I hear You.

[image: image305.wmf]I Am

Free

You have always made each 

day new. 

Fear of the past is silenced, 

and I hear You.

[image: image306.wmf]I Am

With You

You are my destination, and 

You are with me every step of the 

way

. 

Fear of being lost is silenced, 

and I hear You.

[image: image307.wmf]You Are Eternal

I will always be able to return to 

Your presence as I am now.

[image: image308.emf]The Soul-Mate Game

• Each player gets one color tile that only 

they can see.

• There are two tiles per color

• Try to find your mate (the person with the 

same color) simply by describing your 

color through words, pantomime, music 

(etc.).

[image: image309.emf]The good man brings good things out of 

the good stored up in his heart, and 

the evil man brings evil things out of 

the evil stored up in his heart

Luke 6:45

…Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at 

the heart

1 Samuel 16:7

[image: image310.emf]2 Corinthians 6:14

Do not be yoked 

together with 

unbelievers.

[image: image311.jpg]


[image: image312.wmf]In Your Mini

-

church

(5 minutes)

D

escribe what you were doing or 

thinking at a time when you had a 

spiritual experience

[image: image313.jpg]


[image: image314.emf]Psalms 73:21-22

When my heart was 

grieved and my spirit 

embittered, I was 

senseless and ignorant; 

I was a brute beast 

before you.

[image: image315.emf]Potential Distractions

• Financial power

• Reputation

• Understanding

• Freedom

• Objects or 

buildings

• Institutions

• Marriages

• Friendships

• Video games

• Exercise of a 

favorite talent

[image: image316.emf]Psalm 19:1-11

7

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the 

soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 

making wise the simple. 

8

The precepts of the 

Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The 

commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light 

to the eyes. 

9

The fear of the Lord is pure, 

enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord 

are sure and altogether righteous. 

10

They are 

more precious than gold, than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from 

the comb. 

11

By them is your servant warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward.

[image: image317.emf]Spiritual Experience

1. To have spiritual experience entails 

more than just being a believer

2. The path from becoming a believer 

to attaining spiritual experience can 

take various lengths of time

3. We will gain spiritual experience 

quickly if we unite with people who 

already have it 

[image: image318.emf]Form Mini-churches!

• Each mini-church should have at least 

one member with each kind of sticker

• Greet each other

• Sit down together

• The leader (

Shepherd’s crook

) should 

collect contact information 

• The person wearing a 

Bridge

will relay 

feedback to me

[image: image319.emf]Ecclesiastes 11:5

As you do not know the 

path of the wind, or how 

the body is formed in a 

mother's womb, so you 

cannot understand the 

work of God, the Maker of 

all things.

[image: image320.emf]1 Corinthians 1:19-25

It is written: “ I will destroy 

the wisdom of the wise; 

the intelligence of the 

intelligent I will 

frustrate.”… For the 

foolishness of God is wiser 

than man's wisdom…

[image: image321.emf]In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

• Financial power

• Reputation

• Understanding

• Freedom

• Objects or 

buildings

• Institutions

• Marriages

• Friendships

• Video games

• Exercise of a 

favorite talent

Brainstorm potential distractions

[image: image322.emf]The Heart

Can be “crowded out” by

distractions

Remedy Vulnerability

[image: image323.emf]Colossians 2:2-3

M

y purpose is that they may be 

encouraged in heart and united 

in love, so that they may have 

the full riches of complete 

understanding, in order that they 

may know the mystery of God, 

namely, Christ, in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.

[image: image324.jpg]


[image: image325.jpg]


[image: image326.emf]Six Things To Do:

1. Reserve judgment unless to free the 

oppressed 

2. Expose unacknowledged sin

3. Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

4. Ask “What do you think others owe 

you?” and pay disputed debts through 

the church 

5. Give only to those who will appreciate

.

6. Pray that God will establish our 

trustworthiness

[image: image327.emf]In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

Share a time when you suffered 

physical pain, stress, confusion, 

heartbreak, need, embarrassment, 

injustice, loss, loneliness, sickness, 

addiction, feeling trapped or other 

distress. 

Explain what made it so difficult, so 

that others can better imagine your 

pain.

[image: image328.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we can have spiritual experiences.

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image329.emf]The Butterfly Effect

• The person wearing the 

shepherd’s 

crook

selects someone who can be very 

consistent

• Give him/her the bag of red confetti from 

the game envelope 

• Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while 

everyone else yells, “Chaos!”

[image: image330.emf]The Butterfly Effect

• The person wearing the 

shepherd’s 

crook

selects someone who can be very 

consistent

• Give him/her the bag of red confetti from 

the game envelope 

• Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while 

everyone else yells, “Chaos!”

•

Can you do exactly the same thing with 

the blue confetti? Does the blue 

confetti exactly cover the red?

[image: image331.emf]Lighthouse-

Willing and able to defend the claim 

that we can achieve a feeling of purpose.

Scales-

Willing and able to represent the concerns 

of doubters. 

Bridge-

Willing and able to devise creative means 

for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug-

Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook-

Willing and able to recognize 

whether the group should meet again, and if so 

to organize this later gathering. 

Open door-

Willing and able to provide a place for 

a later gathering. 

[image: image332.emf]The Heart

Rebuke

Can be “crowded out” by

distractions

Remedy Vulnerability

[image: image333.emf]The Heart

May balk at problems (i.e.

cling to expectations)

Rebuke

Can be “crowded out” by

distractions

Remedy Vulnerability

[image: image334.emf]The Heart

Discipline

May balk at problems (i.e.

cling to expectations)

Rebuke

Can be “crowded out” by

distractions

Remedy Vulnerability

[image: image335.emf]2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is 

God -breathed

[image: image336.emf]Isaiah 55:11

…

my word …will 

accomplish what I 

desire and achieve 

the purpose for 

which I sent it.

[image: image337.wmf]The Heart

Encourage

Can lose the ability to

understand (i.e. 

heartbreak)

Discipline

May balk at problems (i.e.

cling to expectations)

Rebuke

Can be 

“

crowded out

”

by

distractions

Remedy

Vulnerability

[image: image338.wmf]The Heart

Can lose the ability to

understand (i.e. 

heartbreak)

Discipline

May balk at problems (i.e.

cling to expectations)

Rebuke

Can be 

“

crowded out

”

by

distractions

Remedy

Vulnerability

[image: image339.emf]Psalms 19:7 and 119:98

The statutes of the Lord 

are trustworthy

Your commands make 

me wiser than my 

enemies...

[image: image340.emf]Psalms 73:21-22

When my heart was 

grieved and my spirit 

embittered, I was 

senseless and ignorant; I 

was a brute beast before 

you.

[image: image341.emf]In Your Mini-church 

(30 seconds)

Think of the one topic, 

question or activity you 

think would most promote 

love in your mini-church 

right now

[image: image342.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

17

"Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 

18

I tell you 

the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, 

not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a 

pen, will by any means disappear from the 

Law until everything is accomplished…

21

"You have heard that it was said to the 

people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment.' 

22

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with 

his brother will be subject to judgment…

[image: image343.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

27

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not 

commit adultery.' 

28

But I tell you that anyone 

who looks at a woman lustfully has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart…

31

"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces 

his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 

32

But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 

wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes 

her to become an adulteress, and anyone 

who marries the divorced woman commits 

adultery...

[image: image344.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

33

"Again, you have heard that it was said to 

the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, 

but keep the oaths you have made to the 

Lord.' 

34

But I tell you, Do not swear at all…

38

"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for 

eye, and tooth for tooth.' 

39

But I tell you, Do 

not resist an evil person. If someone strikes 

you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 

also. 

40

And if someone wants to sue you and 

take your tunic, let him have your cloak as 

well…

[image: image345.emf]Matthew 5:17-48

41

If someone forces you to go one mile, 

go with him two miles. 

42

Give to the 

one who asks you, and do not turn away 

from the one who wants to borrow from 

you. 

43

"You have heard that it was said, 

'Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.' 

44

But I tell you: Love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you…

48

Be perfect, therefore, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

[image: image346.emf]Galatians 5:17-23

17

For the sinful nature desires what is 

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 

conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want…

19

The acts of the sinful 

nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 

impurity and debauchery; 

20

idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

21

and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 

like... 

22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 

23

gentleness and self -control.

[image: image347.emf]Philippians 2:12-13

…continue to work out 

your salvation with fear 

and trembling, for it is God 

who works in you to will 

and to act according to his 

good purpose.

[image: image348.emf]James 2:24

You see that a 

person is justified 

by what he does 

and not by faith 

alone.

[image: image349.emf]Psalm 63:2

…in his own eyes 

he flatters himself 

too much to detect 

or hate his sin.

[image: image350.emf]Romans 6:16-22

16

Don't you know that when you offer 

yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 

you are slaves to the one whom you obey--

whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to 

death, or to obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 

17

But thanks be to God that, 

though you used to be slaves to sin, you 

wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching 

to which you were entrusted. 

18

You have 

been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to righteousness…
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Ephesians 4:11-16

	11 It was he [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
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John 6:35

I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry. 



…ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you…You will…bear much fruit…and become…even more fruitful. 

John 15:7, 5, 2 and 11
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Matthew 13:1-8

	3 A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear. 
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Matthew 18:17

	If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector 
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Lighthouse- Willing and able to defend the claim that we can reliably grow towards divine wisdom. 

Scales- Willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 

Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug- Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 

Open door- Willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
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Standards for Sources of Truth

(Intuitive)

(Unambiguous)

(Comprehensive)

(Persuasive)

(Pragmatic)

Encourages each person to do what he or she should 
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James 4:7-10

	  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
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Lighthouse- Willing and able to defend the claim that we should strive for complete harmony. 

Scales- Willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 

Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug- Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 

Open door- Willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
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Lighthouse- Willing and able to defend the claim that we can achieve a feeling of purpose. 

Scales- Willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 

Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug- Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 

Open door- Willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
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2 Corinthians 6:14

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.
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Lighthouse- Willing and able to defend the claim that we can have spiritual experiences. 

Scales- Willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 

Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug- Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 

Open door- Willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
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Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 



Open Door- Willing and able to provide a place for this later gathering 



Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative ways for different parts of the mini-church to appreciate each other.
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 

Expose unacknowledged sin

Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

Ask “What do you think others owe you?” and pay disputed debts through the church 

Give only to those who will appreciate. 

Pray that God will establish our trustworthiness
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Lighthouse- Willing and able to defend the claim that we should aim towards perfection. 

Scales- Willing and able to represent the concerns of doubters. 

Bridge- Willing and able to devise creative means for each side to appreciate the other.

Hug- Willing and able to listen compassionately. 

Shepherd’s crook- Willing and able to recognize whether the group should meet again, and if so to organize this later gathering. 

Open door- Willing and able to provide a place for a later gathering. 
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 

Expose unacknowledged sin

Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

Ask “What do you think others owe you?” and pay disputed debts through the church 
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 

Expose unacknowledged sin

Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 

Ask “What do you think others owe you?” and pay disputed debts through the church 

Give only to those who will appreciate. 
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Psalm 19:1-11

	7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 11 By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
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1 Corinthians 1:19-25

	 

	It is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”… For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom…
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Feeling

Purpose
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Mark 9:49-50

Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.
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Colossians 2:2-3

	My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 

	Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything.
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Psalms 73:21-22 

	When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.
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Spiritual Experience

To have spiritual experience entails more than just being a believer 

The path from becoming a believer to attaining spiritual experience can take various lengths of time 

We will gain spiritual experience quickly if we unite with people who already have it 
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John 15:1-17

	1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing… 
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Ecclesiastes 11:5 

	As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 
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Hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.

 1 Corinthians 5:5

[Then later] …forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 

2 Corinthians 2:7
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In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

	Brainstorm potential standards for sources of truth 

(Intuitive)

(Unambiguous)

(Comprehensive)

(Persuasive)

(Pragmatic)

Encourages us to do what we should 

Generates life 

Creates faith 

Produces change 

Frightens the Devil 

Causes miracles 

Heals hurts 

Builds character 

Transforms circumstances 

Imparts joy 

Overcomes adversity 

Defeats temptation 

Infuses hope 

Releases power 

Cleanses our minds 

Brings things into being

Guarantees our future forever
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The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart 

Luke 6:45



…Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart 

1 Samuel 16:7
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In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

	

	

	Brainstorm ways you might be able to tell that you have or have not connected with the spiritual 
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In Your Mini-church



		Select a Dictator, and give him/her the twenty “love bucks” from the game envelope.

		The Dictator decides how to split the twenty-bucks, returning their own share to the game envelope and putting the other player’s share in the offering envelope.

		This is a private decision, so no one else look.
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2 Timothy 4:2

	Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage 
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Matthew 13:18-23

	18 Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time…
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Matthew 13:18-23

	…When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.








_1207731688.ppt


Matthew 18:10-14

	10 See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost. 
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1 Corinthians 2:1-14

	11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
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The kingdom of god does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, “Here it is,” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of god is within you. 

Luke 17:20-21



 Seek first the kingdom of god... 

Matthew 6:33 



Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 6:10 
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Matthew 13:31-33

	31 The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches. 33 The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough. 
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Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

	24 The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 The owner's servants came to him and said, “Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?” 28 "An enemy did this,” he replied. The servants asked him, “Do you want us to go and pull them up?” 
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Matthew 13:24-30, 47-48

	29 "No,” he answered, “because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.“…47 Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 
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		The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart… 

Luke 6:45



I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.

Psalms 16:7
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Isaiah 29:13

	These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.
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Psalm 19:1-11

	1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 5 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat. 
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Matthew 13:44-46

	44 The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
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1 Corinthians 2:10

	 

	God has revealed it to us by his Spirit… 
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2 Corinthians 3:15-16

	Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
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Matthew 13:29-30

…while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. 
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Matthew 17:27

So that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours.
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You must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. 

1 Corinthians 5:11

 

[Later:] Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2 Corinthians 2:7
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1 Corinthians 2:1-14

	6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God…. 
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Acts 2:44-45

All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 
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Philemon 1:16-18

He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 
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Matthew 18:15-18

	15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
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John 14:6

I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

 

Jesus relays the Father’s power, love, knowledge and commands.

John 15:16, 9, 15 and 10
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Matthew 18:1-5

	1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.” 
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Matthew 18:6-9

	6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 
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In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

		A time you felt loved because someone trusted you

		A relationship blocked by fear this won’t happen

		Anything else you are inspired to share
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John 10:11

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--just as the Father knows me and I know the Father... there shall be one flock and one shepherd 



 To those connected to Him as branches to a vine, Jesus promises to “choose” them and appoint them to “bear fruit--fruit that will last ”

John 15:16
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John 11:25

I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 



If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 

John 15:10
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John 8:12

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.



 …everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

John 15:15
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Philippians 2:12-13

	 …continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
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Flee Temptation?



…flee from all this…

(1 Timothy 6:11)



Flee the evil desires of youth ... 

(2 Timothy 2:22)



Face Temptation?



…if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. (Galatians 6:1)



God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

(1 Corinthians 10:13) 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
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John 15:1-17

	12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
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John 17:21-23

	[Christ prays:] that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
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	Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me. 

Mark 9:37



…where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.

Matthew 18:20
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John 15:4

	



Remain in me, and I will remain in you.








_1207590853.ppt


 

	We…are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

(2 Corinthians 3:18) 



…he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 1:6)
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John 15:1-17

	6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete… 
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Romans 6:16-22

	16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness…
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1 John 1:7

	…if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
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Romans 6:16-22

	19 I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
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Psalm 63:2

	…in his own eyes he flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin. 
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James 2:24

	 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.
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Matthew 5:17-48

	27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart… 31 "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery... 
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Matthew 5:17-48

	41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you… 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
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Galatians 5:17-23

	17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want…19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like... 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 
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Matthew 5:17-48

	33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all… 38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well… 
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Isaiah 55:11

	 …my word…will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
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Psalms 73:21-22

	

	When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.
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In Your Mini-church 

(30 seconds)

	

	Think of the one topic, question or activity you think would most promote love in your mini-church right now
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Matthew 5:17-48

	17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished… 21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment… 
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Psalms 19:7 and 119:98

	The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy 

	Your commands make me wiser than my enemies... 
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John 17:17

	

Your word is truth.








_1207485658.ppt


2 Timothy 3:16

	All Scripture is God-breathed
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Ephesians 4:15

	 

	 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
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Standards for Sources of Truth



Intuitive

Unambiguous

Comprehensive

Persuasive

Pragmatic
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In Your Mini-church 

(remaining time)

		Share a brief description of the topic, question or activity you recommend 

		Address some or all of these inspirations simultaneously or sequentially as you feel called

		Reconvene later if appropriate

		Please remember to give feedback to the people wearing a bridge sticker
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Relationship Skills

Generosity

Communication

Trust
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one member with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leader (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information 

		The person wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions		Rebuke

		May balk at problems (i.e.
  cling to expectations)		Discipline
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions		Rebuke

		May balk at problems (i.e.
  cling to expectations)		Discipline

		Can lose the ability to
  understand (i.e. heartbreak)
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Relationship Skills

Generosity

Communication

Trust

Respect

Godliness

Attachment
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions		Rebuke

		May balk at problems (i.e.
  cling to expectations)		Discipline

		Can lose the ability to
  understand (i.e. 
  heartbreak)
		Encourage
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions		Rebuke

		May balk at problems (i.e.
  cling to expectations)
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The Heart









		Vulnerability		Remedy

		Can be “crowded out” by
  distractions		Rebuke
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Potential Distractions

	

		Financial power

		Reputation

		Understanding

		Freedom

		Objects or buildings



		Institutions

		Marriages

		Friendships

		Video games

		Exercise of a favorite talent
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In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

	

		Financial power

		Reputation

		Understanding

		Freedom

		Objects or buildings



		Institutions

		Marriages

		Friendships

		Video games

		Exercise of a favorite talent



Brainstorm potential distractions
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The Butterfly Effect

		The person wearing the shepherd’s crook selects someone who can be very consistent

		Give him/her the bag of red confetti from the game envelope 

		Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while everyone else yells, “Chaos!” 
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The Butterfly Effect

		The person wearing the shepherd’s crook selects someone who can be very consistent

		Give him/her the bag of red confetti from the game envelope 

		Throw a handful of confetti in the air, while everyone else yells, “Chaos!” 

		Can you do exactly the same thing with the blue confetti? Does the blue confetti exactly cover the red?
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In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

	

	Share a time when you suffered physical pain, stress, confusion, heartbreak, need, embarrassment, injustice, loss, loneliness, sickness, addiction, feeling trapped or other distress. 



	Explain what made it so difficult, so that others can better imagine your pain.
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Relationship Skills

Generosity

Communication

Trust

Respect

Godliness








_1194862460.ppt


Pair Up!

		Raise your hand

		Diverse pairs—define diversity for yourself 

		Shake hands

		Sit down together
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Relationship Skills

Generosity

Communication

Trust

Respect
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In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

		A time you felt loved because someone brought you closer to God

		A relationship blocked by fear this won’t happen

		Anything else you are inspired to share
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Relationship Skills

Generosity
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Relationship Skills

Generosity

Communication
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Pair Game

(3 Minutes)

	

		Randomly pick the first “asker”

		Asker guesses kinds of people, places, things or activities you might have in common

		Correct guess--Add one point 

		Incorrect guess--Switch “asker” 
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John 15:1-4



I am the true vine…Remain in me and I will remain in you.
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In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

		Fetus

		Child

		Machine

		Ape

		Dolphin

		Coma patient

		Mentally ill

		Soldier

		Line worker





		Racial minority

		Class minority

		Convict

		Corporation

		Pet

		Fictional character

		Piece of music

		Mountain

		Algorithm/gene





Brainstorm: Entities with which some people seem able to have personal relationships yet others do not
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In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

		A time you felt loved because someone reached common understanding with you

		A relationship blocked by fear this won’t happen

		Anything else you are inspired to share
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In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

		A time you felt loved because someone respected you

		A relationship blocked by fear this won’t happen

		Anything else you are inspired to share
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In Your Mini-church

(2 Minutes)

Share with your partner (or others):

		A time you felt loved because someone contributed to your relationship

		A relationship blocked by fear this won’t happen

		Anything else you are inspired to share
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one pair with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leaders (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information 

		The pair wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me
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Personal Relationship
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in worship and in the practical matters of living.

Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 

Find at least one person who can and will champion each mode in which perspectives can be considered. 

Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”

Write down what we learn, or post it online. 
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Personal Relationship
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in worship and in the practical matters of living.

Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 

Periodically pause to ask, “In what ways do I need to die? What wrong beliefs or attitudes am I holding?”

Write down what we learn, or post it online. 
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in worship and in the practical matters of living.

Set and abide time limits on each learning activity. 

Find at least one person who can and will champion each mode in which perspectives can be considered.
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next. 
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Diligently watch for the time when you are no longer giving or gaining in your current interaction, and ask God where to go next. 

Reunite with your fellows often, sharing both in worship and in the practical matters of living.
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Standards for Sources of Truth

(Intuitive)

(Unambiguous)

(Comprehensive)

(Persuasive)

(Pragmatic)

Encourages us to do what we should 

Generates life 

Creates faith 

Produces change 

Frightens the Devil 

Causes miracles 

Heals hurts 

Builds character 

Transforms circumstances 

Imparts joy 

Overcomes adversity 

Defeats temptation 

Infuses hope 

Releases power 

Cleanses our minds 

Brings things into being

Guarantees our future forever
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In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

	

	

	 Describe what you were doing or thinking at a time when you had a spiritual experience
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Breaking Invisible Shackles
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	 ” When spider webs unite, they can tie up even a lion.”

                             --African Proverb
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Breaking Invisible Shackles

Adopt a discipline of examining motives
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Breaking Invisible Shackles

Adopt a discipline of examining motives

Surround ourselves with literature and speech that reveal potential motives and hope for change

Delegate the situation to God through a ritual of humility with thanksgiving
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Breaking Invisible Shackles

Adopt a discipline of examining motives

Surround ourselves with literature and speech that reveal potential motives and hope for change

Delegate the situation to God through a ritual of humility with thanksgiving

Exercise our new freedom
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Breaking Invisible Shackles

Adopt a discipline of examining motives

Surround ourselves with literature and speech that reveal potential motives and hope for change

Delegate the situation to God through a ritual of humility with thanksgiving

Exercise our new freedom

Monitor progress, and start smaller if stumbling
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Breaking Invisible Shackles

Adopt a discipline of examining motives

Surround ourselves with literature and speech that reveal potential motives and hope for change
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Becoming Self-Aware

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my spouse/friend/child/parent/God today?

How did I spend my time/money today? 

What has been drawing my attention in the last three minutes?



Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete truth? But why is that?
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In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

What did I eat today?

What did I say to my spouse/friend/child/parent/God today?

How did I spend my time/money today? 

What has been drawing my attention in the last three minutes?



Why did I do that?

Really? Is that the complete truth? But why is that?

Brainstorm Shackles

		Anger

		Lust

		Dissatisfaction

		Careless speech 

		Defensiveness 

		Hate

		(add more)
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The Dictator Game

	

		Two players split a pot of money. Neither will ever know the other’s identity

		The first player (Dictator) takes as much as he/she wants

		The second player gets whatever is left, if anything
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one member with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leader (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information 

		The person wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me
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Breaking Invisible Shackles
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Matthew 5:17-48

	 

	

		Shift Attention

		Murder		Anger

		Adultery		Lust

		Due process		Dissatisfaction

		Vows (contracts)		Careless speech

		Justice		Defensiveness

		Loyalty		Hate
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one member with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leader (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information 

		The person wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me
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I Am Alive

	

You have always given me all I needed to survive. 



Fear for survival is silenced, 

and I hear You.
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In Your Mini-church

(7 minutes)

	

		Five people with the most financial experience are the players (others are the facilitators) 

		Each player starts with 20 “love-bucks” 

		Pass in offering envelopes in each round (must contain zero to five “love-bucks”)

		The facilitators double the money in the public pot at the end of each round, then deals it into five equal piles, putting any remainder in the bank. Each player gets a pile

		Play as many rounds as you can
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In Your Mini-church



Add to these lists (3 minutes)

Currencies 

Money

Material Things

Appreciation

Affection

Honesty

Trust

Thoughtfulness

Attention

Commitment

Forgiveness

Communities

Marriages 

Nations

Families

Industries

Workgroups

Classrooms

Neighborhoods

Friendships

Gangs, and

Churches
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 

Expose unacknowledged sin

Sponsor forgiveness for the repentant 








_1187595264.ppt


The Soul-Mate Game

	

		Each player gets one color tile that only they can see.

		There are two tiles per color

		Try to find your mate (the person with the same color) simply by describing your color through words, pantomime, music (etc.).
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Six Things To Do:

Reserve judgment unless to free the oppressed 

Expose unacknowledged sin
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Peace on Earth
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The “Public Goods Game”

Currencies 

Money

Material Things

Appreciation

Affection

Honesty

Trust

Thoughtfulness

Attention

Commitment

Forgiveness

Communities

Marriages 

Nations

Families

Industries

Workgroups

Classrooms

Neighborhoods

Friendships

Gangs, and

Churches
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In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

	Share a time when you or someone you know was in a dispute that couldn’t be resolved with a pillow fight.

		Did a group have to cripple itself by ceasing to rely on someone they once trusted?

		Were people too fightened to reach out to a lost sheep? 
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one member with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leader (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information and game envelope

		The person wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me
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The “Public Goods Game”

	

		Typically 20 rounds 

		5 Players (each starts with $20) 

		Each player contributes from $0 to $5 to the public pot in each round 

		The economist doubles the money in the public pot at the end of each round, then divides it evenly among all five players (no matter how many have contributed in that round)










_1186067898.ppt


I Am With You

	

You are my destination, and 

You are with me every step of the way . 



Fear of being lost is silenced, 

and I hear You.
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You Are Eternal

	



I will always be able to return to 

Your presence as I am now.
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I Am Free

	

You have always made each 

day new. 



Fear of the past is silenced, 

and I hear You.
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3 Suggestions for Finding 

“Prayer Muscles”



Recreate or recall previous spiritual experiences 

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver imagining a dive before executing it 

Put yourself in an environment that focuses you on an accurate image of God
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P.E.A.R.

(Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research)

Reports of successful “operators”: 

		“Resonance” or “bond” with the target

		“Surrendering sense of identity” to “merge” with the target

		“Exchanging roles” with the target

		“Falling in love” with the target

		“Having fun” with the target

		Experiencing the target as a person (“anthropomorphism”) 
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3 Suggestions for Finding 

“Prayer Muscles”



Recreate or recall previous spiritual experiences 

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver imagining a dive before executing it

Put yourself in an environment that focuses you on an accurate image of God
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P.E.A.R.

(Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research)

Proven to enhance spiritual efficacy 

(on average): 

		Small intimate groups

		Group rituals

		Sacred sites

		Musical and theatrical performances

		Charismatic events

		Cooperation with someone of the opposite sex (especially if emotionally bonded)
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3 Suggestions for Finding 

“Prayer Muscles”



Recreate or recall previous spiritual experiences 
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3 Suggestions for Finding 

“Prayer Muscles”



Recreate or recall previous spiritual experiences 

Use imagery, like an Olympic diver imagining a dive before executing it 
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Prayer 

Beyond 

Words
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In Your Mini-church

(5 minutes)

	

	Share a time when feeling loved or unloved colored your perceptions of reality 
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Prayer 

Beyond 

Words
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Barna Group “State of the Church” survey (US 2005)











Non-


Christian


21%


Non-


Committed 


Christians


39%


Committed 


Christians


40%


Americans (self-reported), 2005
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Seven Practical Suggestions:

Respect all perspectives raised, listing their pros and cons, rather than outright rejecting or endorsing them. 
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Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding
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In Your Mini-church

(3 minutes)

	

	Brainstorm potential standards for sources of truth, bad standards as well as good ones 
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Wisdom Beyond Personal Understanding
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Form Mini-churches!

	

		Each mini-church should have at least one member with each kind of sticker

		Greet each other

		Sit down together

		The leader (Shepherd’s crook) should collect contact information 

		The person wearing a Bridge will relay feedback to me










